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LETTERS 


Fighting  back  to  the  last  breath 


Thank  you  for  "Out  of  the  closet  and  out 
in  the  cold"  by  Danny  Cockerline  ( TBP, 
January).  It  made  me  feel  I'm  not  the 
only  one. 

I  live  in  a  town  of  about  120,000  people 
and  to  put  it  mildly  the  place  is  backward. 
On  an  average  day  I  am  called  "fruit," 
among  other  things,  about  three  hundred 
times.  I  am  a  bit  different,  but  I  am  me.  I 
am  not  a  screaming  queen  but  I  do  not 
hide  the  fact  that  I  love  men.  I  do  not 
consider  myself  "punk"  or  "new  wave," 
although  people  here  do.  I  have  bleached 
platinum  blond  hair  that  is  usually  spiked. 
I  normally  wear  plaid  pants  with  large 
print  shirts  or  baggy  sweaters.  I  do  not 
consider  this  outrageous  in  the  least. 

I've  been  told  by  the  chairperson  of  a 
gay  organization  here  that  I  have  no  right 
on  the  board  of  "our"  organization  be- 
cause "I  may  as  well  be  dressed  in  drag" 
and  I  do  not  "present  a  positive  image  of 
gays."  I  have  been  banned  from  several 
nightclubs  (and  I  use  the  term  nighclub 
loosely).  I  have  been  harassed  by  several 
of  our  town's  "finest"  out  looking  for  a 
BJ.  I've  been  assaulted  several  times  but 
every  time  I've  fought  back. 

In  general  my  life  here  sucks  but  I'm 
making  the  best  of  it.  I  am  in  my  final 
year  of  high  school.  Next  fall  I  am  going 
to  start  university  here,  to  get  a  degree  in 
social  work  leading  to  a  master's  degree 
in  psychology,  specializing  in  homosexu- 
ality. I'm  going  to  fight  for  my  rights  un- 
til my  last  breath. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr  Cockerline 
for  making  me  feel  I  am  not  alone.  To- 
morrow when  I  walk  uptown  and  some- 
body yells  "faggot,"  I  will  as  usual  cheer- 
fully reply  "proud  of  it "  and  think  of  Mr 
Cockerline  and  everyone  else  fighting  for 
their  rights.  God  bless  us  all. 
Jerry  McCarty 
Saint  John,  New  Brunswick 


While  Mr  Cockerline  makes  several  inter- 
esting points,  I  feel  that  he  is  missing  the 
point  in  many  respects.  While  I  laud  his 
apparent  capacity  to  tolerate  any  kind  of 
behaviour,  no  matter  how  refractory  it 
may  be,  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  points 
of  my  own. 

If  gay  men  wish  to  go  about  in  torn 
clothing,  safety-pin  jewellery,  or  sporting 


eyeliner,  by  all  means  they  should  live  it 
up!  However,  they  must  accept  that  oth- 
ers may  not  share  their  zeal  for  Max  Fac- 
tor products  or  for  green  hair,  and  will, 
undoubtedly,  react  to  it  with  varying 
intensity. 

Mr  Cockerline  argues  that  a  group  of 
toughs  would  attack  a  clone  or  leather- 
man  as  quickly  as  an  effeminate  man. 
While  I  deplore  the  activities  of  queer- 
bashers,  my  point  is:  why  invite  trouble 
by  advertising  your  sexuality? 

I  also  ask:  is  there  absolutely  no  limit 
to  the  kind  of  unusual  behaviour  we  will 
tolerate  from  members  of  our  commun- 
ity? Or  is  the  sky  the  limit  and  anything 
goes,  a  sort  of  "if  it  feels  good,  doit" 
mentality? 

I  live  in  a  community  where  there  are 
no  bars  and,  sadly,  most  meetings  are  the 
clandestine  type  in  parks  or  with  the  occa- 
sional hitchhiker.  If  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a  meeting  place  here,  I 
would  be  distressed  to  find  it  peopled  by 
the  likes  of  new-wavers  and  other  seem- 
ingly obnoxious  individuals. 

Joseph  D  Lamping,  Jr 
Pembroke,  Ontario 

Mr  Cockerline  replies: 
Now  I  know  the  answer  to  that  great 
mystery:  why  is  The  Body  Politic  —  a 
magazine  for  gay  liberation  —  delivered 
in  a  plain  brown  envelope?  Someone 
should  send  Mr  Lamping  a  lamp  as  well 
so  he  doesn't  strain  his  eyes  trying  to  read 
in  the  closet. 

Cuba  and  homophobia 

Given  The  Body  Politic's  unpleasant  re- 
jection of  the  film  Improper  Conduct,  a 
courageous  documentary  about  repres- 
sion in  Cuba  under  Fidel  Castro,  which 
follows  by  a  few  years  its  equally  unplea- 
sant rejection  of  my  book  Gays  Under 
the  Cuban  Revolution,  what  can  one  con- 
clude? For  me,  it  is  this:  left-wing  gay 
writers,  such  as  those  favoured  by  your 
paper,  ultimately  feel  an  obligation  to  ex- 
press loyalty  to  heterosexual  Marxist 
traditions.  Such  a  position,  which  favours 
straight  Cuban  communists  and  their 
closeted  gay  supporters  over  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  gay  Cuban  exiles,  seems  to 
indicate  there  is  something  hypocritical 
about  your  use  of  Kurt  Hiller's  familiar 
quotation  on  your  masthead.  In  sum,  you 
refuse  to  tolerate  criticism  of  homopho- 
bia in  communist  countries  unless  such 
homophobia  is  viewed  as  a  tangential 
error,  unless  the  writer  does  a  little  bow 
of  loyalty  to  "socialist"  governments  and 
movements. 

I  find  it  revealing  that  your  reviewers 
admire  Greek  filmmaker  Costa  Gavras. 
They  should  take  another  look  at  Costa 
Gavras's  portrayal  of  a  villianous  homo- 
sexual in  his  film  Z.  Costa  Gavras's 
characterization  of  the  fascist  faggot  is 
well  within  the  tradition  of  left-wing  ho- 
mophobia, a  tradition  that  The  Body 
Politic  and  other  influential  voices  in  the 
gay  movement  ignore  at  their  own  peril. 

There's  nothing  worse,  they  say,  than  a 
communist  who  has  lefl  the  fold.  Well,  1 
suppose  I'm  one,  but  I  can  honest  Is  s.is 
that  much  ol  what  I  believed  in  the  past 
—  about  the  inextricable  connection  of 
gay  liberation  to  the  traditions  ot  social- 


32:  Playing  with 
ourselves 

Bob  Wallace  looks  at  the  recent 
surge  of  gay  men 's  theatre  and 
asks,  what  does  it  mean  to  us? 
and  what  do  we  mean  to  it? 

7:  John  Damien 
ten  years  later 

When  the  fired  Ontario  racing 
steward  went  public  in  1975, 
people  guessed  the  case  might 
take  all  of  two  years  to  settle.  This 
month,  it  may  finally  get  to  court. 

9:  Making  waves 
in  Vancouver 

Newly  elected  Parks  Board 
member  Sue  Harris  speculates  on 
her  role  as  the  first  open  lesbian  in 
public  office  in  Canada.  And  in 
Toronto,  apian  to  make  waves  of 
a  different  sort  on  the  city 's  gay 
beach,  page  11. 

29:  Friends,  1926 

When  Elsa  Gidlow  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  at  the  age  of  27,  she 
sought  out  kindred  souls  —  and 
found  a  few  odd  ones.  An  excerpt 
from  the  lesbian  poet 's 
autobiography. 


Poetry 
and  passion 

=  Richard  Summerbell  looks  at  new 

=  albums  by  Ferron  and  Tom 

—  Robinson  —  and  at  two  men  try- 

=  ing  to  reclaim  the  piano  as  a  gay 

=  instrument. 

47:  Talking  hope 

s|  Fear  of  A  IDS  can  scare  people 

=  into  silence.  When  John  Bodis 

=  discovered  he  had  PLS,  he  decid- 

=  ed  it  was  time  to  speak  up.  A  n 

=  open  letter,  on  The  Back  Page. 
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STARTS  JANUARY  18th  AT  A  THEATRE  NEAR  YOU. 


*  'If  we  criticize  leftists. . .  we're 

accused  of  red-baiting  —  so  that  our  ideas 

can  be  ignored.  That  is  neither  honest 

journalism  nor  good  thinking." 


ism  —  is  so  much  bullshit! 

In  the  case  of  Cuba,  those  of  us  who 
express  anti-communist  views  are  moved 
to  do  so  not  only  because  of  homophobia 
but  because  we  can  recognize  a  brutal  dic- 
tatorship when  we  see  one  —  yet  we  are 
dismissed  as  the  de  facto  allies  of  Ronald 
Reagan  and  the  Pentagon.  It's  silly  and 
unfair,  if  nothing  else;  it's  also  conven- 
ient. And  if  we  criticize  leftists  for  domin- 
ating an  institution,  such  as  this  periodi- 
cal, we're  accused  of  red-baiting  —  so 
that  our  critical  ideas  and  points  of  fact 
can  be  ignored.  That  is  neither  honest 
journalism  nor  good  thinking. 

Nestor  Almendros  and  Orlando  Jimen- 
ez Leal  merit  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  gay  people  everywhere  for  their  crea- 
tion of  Improper  Conduct.  As  your  re- 
viewers note,  this  movie  raises  "serious 
questions  about  the  functioning  of  the 
Castro  government."  It's  shameful  that 
they  go  on  to  dismiss  those  serious  ques- 
tions and  end  up  denouncing  the  film. 

Allen  Young 

Orange,  Massachusetts 

Tim  McCaskell  and  Richard  Fung's 
review  of  Improper  Conduct  was  interest- 
ing in  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  demonstrat- 
ed perfectly  the  failure  of  Latins  and 
Anglo-Saxons  to  understand  each  other's 
conceptions  of  homosexuality.  The  film 
is  characteristic  of  the  analysis  of  homo- 
sexuality found  in  France  and  other  Latin 
countries:  it  is  a  study  not  so  much  of 
homosexual  identity  as  of  power  within  a 
society  and  its  institutions.  When  the  film 
came  out  in  Paris,  it  was  taken  to  be  an 
examination  of  political  power,  using 
homosexuality  as  the  example. 

I'm  surprised  your  reviewers  didn't 
look  at  the  film  from  this  angle.  They 
write,  "The  characters  never  talk  openly 
as  gay  people,"  without  taking  into  ac- 
count that  coming  out  varies  from  one 
society  to  another.  Again,  they  write, 
"Nor  do  we  learn  anything  about  gay  life 
in  modern  Cuba,  its  organization  or  its 
resistance  to  oppression."  Don't  they 
realize  that  "gay  life"  in  Latin  societies  is 
nothing  but  a  lifestyle  imported  from 
northern  countries,  which  is  a  manifesta- 
tion of  actual  liberation,  but  also  repre- 
sents alienation  from  one's  own  culture? 
The  fact  is  that  there  is  a  way  of  experien- 
cing homosexuality  in  Latin  countries 
which  doesn't  fit  into  the  analytical  grid 
of  gay  liberation  as  seen  from  San  Fran- 
cisco or  Toronto. 

Machismo  also  plays  a  different  role: 
homosexuality  is  rejected  just  as  much  as 
in  northern  countries,  but  sometimes  with 
such  force  that  the  rejection  is  suspect 
and  psychologically  revealing.  Of  course, 
I  don't  mean  to  glorify  this  Latin  variant 
of  machismo  but,  because  it  involves  a 
good  deal  of  narcissism,  men  who  love 
men  have  been  able  to  turn  it  to  their  own 
ends  for  centuries.  What's  interesting 
about  Cuba  is  that  a  state  has  now  offi- 
cially taken  note  of  this  obsession  and  ad- 
dressed it  in  its  policies. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  initial 
approach  of  Latin  gay  movements  was  to 
say  that  "homosexuality  does  not  exist  " 
Movement  rhetoric  has  now  become 
more  Anglo-Saxon,  but  —  let's  face  it  — 
present-day  liberal  attitudes  in  France, 
Italy  or  Spain  owe  nothing  to  homosexual 


organizations;  rather  they  are  rooted  in  a 
society- wide  revaluation.  This  is  both 
the  strength  and  the  weakness  of  demo- 
cracy in  southern  Europe:  an  idea,  a  free- 
dom, isn't  real  unless  it  is  recognized  by 
the  whole  society. 

To  return  to  the  film,  look  at  its  impact 
in  France.  It  was  produced  by  Television 
Francaise,  which  is  indirectly  connected 
to  a  socialist  government  with  many 
friends  in  Cuba.  In  a  single  evening,  it 
was  seen  by  five  million  viewers.  The 
Cuban  government  couldn't  pretend  not 
to  know  this.  Last  June,  two  representa- 
tives of  the  Cuban  health  ministry  asked 
me  to  view  the  film.  It  was  severely  at- 
tacked in  Granma,  the  Havana  daily.  But 
a  little  later,  in  a  rather  unusual  devel- 
opment, an  October  issue  of  Granma  (in- 
ternational edition)  criticized  the  earlier 
review  because  it  had  damned  Almendros 
without  mentioning  that  his  film  tackled 
the  problem  of  homosexuality. 

In  the  last  analysis,  the  film  had  a 
useful  effect. 
Frank  Arnal 
Paris 

(Editor's  note:  Mr  A  mat's  letter  was  submitted 
in  French;  it  has  been  translated  by  TBP.) 

Richard  Fung  replies: 
The  fact  that  our  review  of  Improper 
Conduct  could  be  critiqued  from  two 
such  opposing  points  of  view  reveals  the 
complexity  of  the  subject. 

I  do  agree  with  Frank  Arnal  that  the 
term  "gay"  is  historically  and  geograph- 
ically specific,  and  that  gay  liberation  and 
gay  sexuality  as  conceived  and  practised 
in  one  part  of  the  world  do  not  necessar- 
ily hold  true  for  any  other  place  or  time. 
However,  when  talking  about  Latin  Am- 
erica and  the  Caribbean,  the  extent  to 
which  European /North  American  gay 
lifestyle  and  identity  have  been  imported 
and /or  co-developed,  especially  among 
the  middle  and  upper  classes,  cannot  be 
denied.  The  fact  that  so  many  Marielitos 
were  "gay"  means  that  we  can  talk  about 
"gay  life  in  Cuba,  its  organization  or  its 
resistance  to  oppression." 

The  issue  of  gay /lesbian  liberation  and 
the  third-world  context  is  a  difficult  one. 
A  month  ago  I  went  to  two  Mexico  City 
gay  bars.  One,  Cyprus,  is  a  three-storey 
disco  in  the  fashionable  Zona  Rosa.  The 
cover  charge  is  $5;  the  music,  clothes  and 
gestures  would  not  be  out  of  place  in  Tor- 
onto or  New  York  City.  The  other,  Villa- 
mar,  is  a  working-class  basement  cantina 
where  men  and  women  get  drunk  to  the 
sounds  of  a  live  Mariachi  band.  The  lives 
of  these  two  groups  could  not  be  farther 
apart.  How  does  gay  liberation  accom- 
modate and  organize  such  different  kinds 
of  people? 

It  seems  to  me  that  as  people  who  love/ 
lust  after  persons  of  our  own  sex,  our  in- 
terests intersect  around  being  gay.  How- 
ever, since  we  differ  in  terms  of  gender, 
race,  class,  nationality,  etc,  our  allegi- 
ances are  pulled  in  different  directions. 
The  fact  that  Improper  Conduct  deals 
with  more  than  just  gay  issues  and  more 
than  just  Cuba  means  that  it  is  bound  to 
draw  different  responses,  even  from  gay 
people. 

My  own  response  to  the  film  and  to 
Cuba  is  rooted  in  my  particular  experi- 
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Come  in  and  seethe 
New  York  styles 
Ask  about  ultra- 
violet protection 
Check  out  our 
freetrame  line 
Contact  lenses  expertly 
fitted  at  our 
236BloorSt  West  branch 


IN  TORONTO 


600  SHERBOURNE  ST  (at  Bloor) 


236  BLOOR  ST  W  (at  Varsity  Stadium)922-2116 


Lynne  Joyes  Manager  Dan  Burke  Senior  Manager 


FINE  CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERY 


Furniture  Fact  No.  10:  A  foam  seat  cushion  is  like  a  lover;  firm 
enough  to  hold  you  and  soft  enough  to  make  you  want  to  come 
back  for  more.  The  best  foam  lasts  about  ten  years  or  10,000 
hours  of  use,  whichever  comes  first. 
Now,  how  many  lovers  last  that  long? 

*  FREE  ESTIMATES  *  10%  QAY  DISCOUNT  • 

•  MEMBER:  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSINESS  COUNCIL  • 


PRIVATE  COLLECTION 

A  sale  of  erotic  art  and  books 

to  benefit  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives 

Nudes  by  Evergon, 
David  Aldrich, 
Stuart  Graham, 
Alex  Liros  and 
others 

The  Printmakers 

Gallery, 

97  Winchester 

Street, 

Toronto 

Noon  to  5  pm 
Saturday, 
March  23 
and  Sunday, 
March  24 
1985 
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post  *er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard. 

pos'terM-ty,  n.  1.  All  who  have  proceeded  from  a  common  ancestor; 
descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 


TEDDY  BEARS 
deserve 

FLOWERS  too. 
we  deliver! 
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serving  metro  Toronto 


Some. 

Or  28  or  46  Somebuddies 

who  keep  the  air  buzzing 

with  conversation  thafs  casual 

maybe  a  little  crazy 

and  always  fun. 

In  the  lane  behind  Crispins,  Toronto  (416)  977-9955 


'This  was  gay  theatre  in  Toronto. 
. . .  .Gay  life  at  its  most  sordid,  most  self- 
destructive,  pitiable,  selfish  and  stereotypical 
had  been  portrayed  again." 


ence  as  a  gay  man  of  colour  born  and 
raised  in  the  Caribbean  and  living  in 
North  America.  I'm  neither  a  Cubaphile 
nor  someone  who  vilifies  Cuba  as  a  threat 
to  the  region.  I  criticize  Cuba  for  its 
homophobia  and  political  repression,  and 
support  it  on  other  issues.  I  cannot  take 
the  either /or  approach  that  Allen  Young 
seems  to  favour.  While  I  found  Improper 
Conduct  confirmed  suspicions  I  had 
about  the  Cuban  state,  I  also  found  that 
it  failed  to  analyze  Cuba  specifically  or  in 
the  context  of  general  and  state  homo- 
phobia in  the  Caribbean  and  Latin  Amer- 
ica. Its  contention  that  homophobia  has 
all  to  do  with  communism  does  not  ex- 
plain the  relatively  liberal  position  of  East 
Germany  or  the  state  homophobia  of 
capitalist  countries  like  Ecuador  or  Trini- 
dad. This  issue  is  one  for  which  glib  and 
facile  theories  will  not  work. 

I  am  glad  if,  as  Frank  Arnal  says,  the 
film  has  caused  some  good.  I  hope  it  will 
encourage  others  to  do  more  rigorous 
research.  I  would  also  suggest  that  people 
reread  our  review  for  exactly  what  it  says 
about  Costa  Gavras  and  about  coming 
out,  since  it  appears  we  were  misread. 

Theatrical  depression 

During  the  past  pre-holiday  season,  I 
have  seen  two  pieces  of  theatre  that 
caused  me  some  concern.  They  were 
Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret  and  The  Dress- 
ing Gown. 

The  writing  was  at  times  poetic  and 
powerful;  the  direction  and  staging  bold, 
and  there  were  also  some  very  fine  perfor- 
mances. This  was  gay  theatre  in  Toronto. 

Yet  despite  the  positive  aspects  I  came 
away  both  evenings  somewhat  dejected. 
Gay  life  at  its  most  sordid,  most  self- 
destructive,  pitiable,  selfish  and  stereo- 
typical had  been  portrayed  again.  There 
was  bitterness,  anger  and  cynicism  larger 
than  life.  There  was  adolescence  at  its 
raging  worst /best. 

I  know  we  have  much  to  be  angry 
about,  much  that  gives  our  bitterness 
nourishment  and  much  that  feeds  our 
cynicism.  But  surely  we  do  not  dwell 
totally  in  adolescence  anymore.  I  cannot 
deny  my  adolescent  past,  but  as  I  ap- 
proach middle  age  (which  I  do  not  associ- 
ate with  mediocrity)  I  look  for  a  more 
balanced  and  perhaps  more  subtle  expres- 
sion of  life. 

Paul  Rapsey 
Toronto 


Network  blues 


In  case  you  folks  ever  wonder  if  people 
actually  use  your  Network  section,  I'm 
writing  to  complain  about  its  absence 
from  last  month's  issue. 

I  recently  had  to  go  to  Thunder  Bay, 
Ontario,  for  a  business  trip.  Before  leav- 
ing, I  called  friends  to  see  if  anyone  knew 
anything  about  gay  activity  in  that  city.  I 
assumed  (quite  rightly,  as  it  turned  out) 
that  after  a  few  days  of  associating  exclu- 
sively with  my  straight  colleagues,  I'd  be 
anxious  for  some  gay  company. 

I  couldn't  find  anyone  who  actually 
knew  gay  people  in  Thunder  Bay,  though 
everyone  assured  me  that  they  did  exist.  It 
then  occurred  to  me  that  I  could  look  it 
up  in  The  Body  Politic,  which  is,  as  we  all 


know,  the  fount  of  all  gay  knowledge. 
So,  as  I  was  dashing  out  the  door  to  catch 
my  flight,  I  grabbed  the  most  recent  issue 
of  the  BP  and  stuffed  it  into  my  bag. 

Three  days  later,  when  work-oriented 
activities  settled  down,  I  got  out  my  trusty 
Magazine  for  Gay  Liberation  and 
searched  through  it,  albeit  fruitlessly,  for 
the  Network  section.  The  mounting  fren- 
zy finally  culminated  in  my  finding  a 
teensy-weensy  statement  in  the  index  to 
the  effect  that  Network  would  return  in 
the  next  issue. 

Now  this  might  seem  like  a  picayune 
little  problem,  but  you  must  understand 
that  here  it  was,  10:00  on  a  Saturday 
night  in  downtown  Thunder  Bay  —  with 
me  all  dressed  up,  positively  glowing  with 
anticipation  of  the  evening's  activities, 
and  no  idea  where  to  go! 

C'mon  kids,  don't  do  this  to  us  again! 
We  need  you  to  keep  us  informed  of  how 
to  meet  each  other,  even  in  the  farthest 
reaches  of  the  gay  empire.  So  when  I 
travel  again  and  am  feeling  blue  in  Yel- 
lowknife,  I'm  counting  on  you  to  help 
put  me  back  in  the  pink! 

Peter  Caldwell 
Toronto 

The  collective  responds: 
We  certainly  regret  having  left  Peter 
Caldwell  out  in  the  cold  in  Thunder  Bay. 
To  prevent  such  disappointments  in  the 
future,  he  and  others  in  similar  potential 
predicaments  should  be  advised  that  we 
now  run  Network  only  in  every  other 
issue,  as  a  way  of  opening  up  some  space 
for  other  kinds  of  gay  knowledge.  We 
know  this  isn't  the  best  solution,  and 
we're  working  on  plans  to  make  sure  that 
it's  only  a  temporary  one. 

Queer  and  sex-scented 

A  brief  note  to  praise  the  January  issue  of 
TBP.  Especially  the  articles  on  childhood 
and  sexuality  by  Chris  Bearchell  and  Jim 
Monk;  and  especially  Rick  Bebout's  True 
Life  Story  about  a  "straight"  young  man 
who  wants  to  play  with  other  guys  while 
wearing  nylon  pantyhose.  This  tale  of  un- 
fulfilled lust  is  both  heartbreaking  and 
hot.  May  I  suggest  Boyd  McDonald  as 
Rick's  literary  agent?  Boyd  would  solicit 
certain  essential  details,  such  as  whether 
the  young  man's  dick  was  cheesy  or  whe- 
ther his  jockey  shorts  showed  signs  of  en- 
crusted urine  deposits.  Rick,  however, 
describes  this  demigod  as  a  cross  between 
Scott  Baio  and  Scott  Madsen,  so  it  is  like- 
ly that  his  hygiene  was  immaculate. 
Raunchy  or  rosy  —  either  way,  it  pained 
me  to  read  of  this  boy  thumping  his  boots 
down  Bloor  Street,  walking  away  from  a 
nice  guy  and  walking  away  from  his  own 
desire. 

The  ruling  politicians  in  the  US  have 
gone  straight  out  of  their  itsy-bitsy  minds; 
the  body  politic  is  rotting  with  Presbyter- 
ian and  Baptist  gangrene;  the  daily  news 
is  both  absurd  and  sinister.  So  good  to 
read  TBP,  get  a  breath  of  queer  Canadian 
air,  sex-scented,  sweet. 
Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia 

The  Body  /'otitic  welcomes  your  letters.  Send 
them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON M5W 1X9. 
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Fired  in  1975,  John  Damien  may  finally  get  his  day  in  court 

Ten  years,  and  still  fighting 


February  6,  1975,  John 
Damien  lost  his  job  as  one 
of  the  Ontario  Racing 
Commission's  three  stew- 
ards, or  judges.  His  con- 
tract was  not  renewed  because  his 
employers  discovered  that  he  was  gay. 

Mr  Damien  performed  his  duties  well  in 

the  past.  It  s  not  because  he  wasn  V  a 

good  judge."' 

—  Charles  McNaughton, 

then  chairman  of  the  Ontario 

Racing  Commission 

The  reason  John  Damien  was  given  at 
the  time  was  that  McNaughton  had  "lost 
confidence"  in  him. 

"Damien  has  been  good  and  would  prob- 
ably continue  to  be  a  good  and  competent 
steward.'" 

—  Sidney  Handleman, 

then  Minister  of  Consumer  and 

Corportate  Relations,  the  government 

branch  in  charge  of  the  Ontario 

Racing  Commission 

Damien  was  fired  because  it  was 
thought  he  could  be  blackmailed  into 
making  unfair  rulings,  even  though  com- 
ing out  into  the  open  minimized  this  risk. 
The  Racing  Commission  thought  he  might 
favour  certain  jockeys  over  others.  And 
there  were  allegations  that  he  had  been 
sexually  involved  with  an  employee  at 
another  racetrack,  even  though,  accord- 
ing to  Damien,  the  Racing  Commission 
"never  at  any  time  came  up  with  any 
names  of  any  (people)  I'd  had  relation- 
ships with." 

Sometime  in  January  1985,  the  first  of 
John  Damien's  lawsuits  against  his  for- 
mer employers  will  finally  be  heard  in 
court. 

The  last  ten  years  have  been  "full  of 
ups  and  downs,"  says  Damien.  When  he 
was  fired  by  PC  Williams  at  the  Ministry 
of  Consumer  and  Corporate  Relations, 
he  remembers,  "I  told  him  I  was  going  to 
fight  him."  "I  never  give  up,"  he  says. 
Williams  had  asked  for  a  letter  of  resigna- 
tion in  return  for  $1,200  and  a  recom- 
mendation so  that  he  could  seek  work  in 
racing  outside  Ontario.  Damien  refused. 
He  decided  to  go  public. 

He  saw  mention  of  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  in  a  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church  newsletter  on  a  friend's 
coffee  table  and  contacted  GATE  with  his 
story.  They  secured  Harry  Kopyto  for  his 
defence  and  contacted  the  press. 

'  'It  was  the  first  discrimination  case  that 
we  were  able  to  take  up  in  a  serious  way. 
The  pivotal  issue  was  job  security.  If  you 
don  7  have  that,  other  civil  rights  don  V 
mean  a  hell  of  a  lot. " 

—  John  Wilson, 

present  chair  of  The  Committee 

to  Defend  John  Damien 

Kopyto  prepared  and  presented  a  brief 
to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion (OHRC),  arguing  that  gay  people  are 
protected  under  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code  under  the  term  "sex."  The 
<  )l  I RC  rejected  Kopyto's  argument  and 
refused  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Inquiry  to 
investigate  Damien's  dismissal. 

"The  last  thing  they  wanted  was  living 
proof,  a  concrete  example  of  a  case 
before  the  courts." 

—  John  Wilson 


Damien  decided  to  sue  the  Human 
Rights  Commission.  The  Ontario  Racing 
Commission  sought  and  obtained  permis- 
sion to  participate  in  the  suit  against  the 
OHRC  as  well.  This  would  have  made  it 
possible  for  them  to  cross-examine 
Damien  about  the  same  things  twice  — 
once  for  his  suit  against  them,  once  for 
the  action  against  the  OHRC  —  thus  pro- 
longing the  "examination  for  discovery," 
a  series  of  hearings  held  before  a  formal 
trial  in  order  to  establish  whether  there 
was  enough  evidence  to  proceed. 

In  June  1976,  Damien  dropped  his  case 
against  the  Human  Rights  Commission. 

Even  so,  the  examinations  for  discov- 
ery lasted  nine  years.  The  final  sessions, 
dealing  with  the  suit  against  Dr  Thoreau 
Willard  O'Mulvenny,  ended  on  April  10, 
1984.  O'Mulvenny's  name  had  been  add- 
ed to  the  suit  in  January  1979.  Allegedly, 
O'Mulvenny,  who  had  been  treating  Da- 
mien, told  a  representative  of  the  Ontario 
Jockey  Club  that  Damien  was  sexually  in- 
volved with  an  employee  of  the  Fort  Erie 
racetrack,  supposedly  a  conflict  of  inter- 
est. Damien  claimed  that  O'Mulvenny 
violated  professional  ethics  and  the  VD 
Prevention  Act.  On  February  11,  1977, 
O'Mulvenny  died,  just  three  days  before 
he  and  Damien  were  due  to  testify  before 
the  Krever  Commission  on  the  Confiden- 
tiality of  Health  Records. 

Damien  says  that  the  questioning  in  the 
examinations  for  discovery  is  repetitious 
and  "it  would  be  easy  to  just  go  through 
the  motions.  But  once  1  get  in  there,  I  get 
mad." 

The  Committee  to  Defend  John  Da- 
mien was  formed  from  the  membership 
i)l  1 1  ATE  and  from  Toronto's  gay 
community  at  large.  It  had  two  goals: 


"the  reinstatement  of  John  Damien,  and 
the  inclusion  in  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code  of  the  term  'sexual  orienta- 
tion' as  protection  for  gay  people  against 
discrimination." 

'  7  didn  V  start  taking  the  initiative  for  a 
couple  of  years  (after  going  public).  I  was 
still  stunned.  It  takes  a  couple  of  years  to 
get  over  the  shock. ' ' 

—  John  Damien 

In  the  fall  of  1976,  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  raised  more  than  $6,000 
to  aid  Damien's  defence.  The  "Days  of 
Protest  for  John  Damien"  in  late  Octo- 
ber 1977  kept  the  case  in  front  of  the 
Canadian  public.  Although  Damien  says 
now  that  it  was  very  hard  to  ask  people 
for  money,  he  travelled  to  several  Cana- 
dian cities  to  speak  at  gay  rallies. 
An  article  by  John  Hofsess  about  the  case 
in  the  February  21,  1976  issue  of  Weekend 
magazine  caused  Charles  McNaughton 
and  other  racing  commission  officials  to 
bring  a  libel  suit  against  Damien,  Hofsess 
and  the  newspapers  that  carried  Week- 
end. McNaughton  claimed  Damien  li- 
belled him  when  he  stated  to  Weekend 
that  he'd  been  fired  by  McNaughton  for 
being  gay.  However,  a  front-page  story  in 
the  Globe  and  Mail  on  February  15,  1975 
carried  the  headline,  "Racing  chairman 
confirms  steward  fired  as  homosexual." 
No  libel  suit  was  brought  against  the 
Globe.  Having  filed  the  papers  to  launch 
their  action,  McNaughton  and  the  racing 
commission  did  nothing  else  with  the  suit 
because,  says  Damien,  "it  didn't  hurt  'em 
that  much."  Eventually  Damien's  lawyers 
filed  a  motion  of  non-continuance  of  the 
suit. 


By  that  time  it  was  too  late.  John 
Wilson  says  the  libel  suit  gave  the  main- 
stream press  an  excuse  not  to  write  any- 
more about  the  case. 

"I  have  to  do  a  lot  of  this  myself  because 
there 's  no  money.  There  hasn  V  been  any 
money  for  years. ' ' 

—  John  Damien 

"He  has  never  gotten  any  money  person- 
ally from  the  Committee,  ft  all  went  to 
the  lawyers." 

—  John  Wilson 

Despite  the  success  of  the  fundraising 
campaigns  in  the  early  years  of  the  fight, 
John  Damien  himself  was  financially 
ruined.  During  his  five  years  as  a  steward 
(1969-1974),  Damien  says  he  made  be- 
tween $30,000  and  $40,000  a  year.  He 
had  a  penthouse  apartment,  a  car,  and 
money  in  the  bank.  Not  any  more. 

In  1979,  John  Damien  declared  person- 
al bankruptcy.  He  had  sold  almost  every- 
thing he  owned.  But  a  bankrupt  cannot 
enter  into  civil  litigation.  The  trustees  of 
the  bankruptcy  can  discharge  any  existing 
civil  suits.  In  order  to  prevent  the  Ontario 
Racing  Commission  from  escaping  the 
suit,  Damien  worked  out  an  agreement 
whereby  in  September  1979  he  was  dis- 
charged from  bankruptcy  and  would  pay 
his  debts  by  1983.  He's  worked  as  an  Am- 
way  salesman  and  a  travel  consultant, 
among  other  things,  but  the  demands  of 
the  case  made  it  difficult  for  him  to  work 
for  someone  else.  In  September  1980,  Da- 
mien started  his  own  one-man  delivery 
service;  being  self-employed  leaves  him 
time  to  work  on  the  case. 

The  defence  fund  is  exhausted,  and  the 
charter  of  the  charitable  foundation 
which  had  been  set  up  by  the  Committee 
to  Defend  John  Damien  has  been  allowed 
to  lapse.  The  committee's  last  mailing 
was  two  years  ago.  "It's  a  bit  much  to 
keep  asking  people  to  contribute  sums  of 
money,"  says  John  Wilson.  "The  case 
lost  momentum.  The  examinations  for 
discovery  go  on  for  months." 

Years,  actually. 

"I'm  a  racetracker,  you  know.  Once  you 
come  out  of  the  gate,  you  'd  better  go  all 
the  way  or  you  get  trampled." 

—  John  Damien 

Talking  with  John  Damien,  one  is  left 
with  the  impression  that  the  idea  of  giving 
up  just  doesn't  occur  to  him. 

He  realizes  that  he's  on  his  own  now  . 
but  he  says,  "when  I  said  in  '75  I  was  go- 
ing to  fight,  I  was  going  to  fight  all  the 
way."  The  original  suit  asked  for  a  total 
of  $1 ,350,000  in  damages  and  compensa- 
tion plus  reinstatement  for  Damien.  Ten 
years  later,  John  Damien  doubts  that 
he'll  ever  work  as  a  steward  again,  even  if 
he  does  win  his  case.  "It  would  be  an  ab- 
solute miracle.  A  nice  miracle.  As  for 
damages,  financial  gain...  there  won't  be 
any.  If  1  break  even,  I'll  be  happ> .  It  I  get 
my  job  back,  I'd  be  happ\ 

Throughout  the  course  of  Damien's 

case,  observers  and  participants  have 

claimed  more  than  once  that  the  end  was  m 

sight    S.ivs  John  Wilson,  "When  we  start 

ed,  we  were  told  th.u  u  might  take  as  long 
as  two  years!  We  had  no  idea  how  people 
can  abuse  the  judicial  system."  Right 
now,  Wilson  feels  "guarded  optimism." 
He  says  thai  real  progress  is  being  made 
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for  the  first  time  in  three  or  four  years. 

'  7  made  a  promise  in  '75  that  I  was  going 
to  see  this  to  the  end.  Even  my  own  close 
friends  don  V  understand.  I  don  V  feel  any 
worse  for  it.  Matter  of  fact,  I  feel  pretty 
good. ' ' 

—  John  Damien 

Ironically,  had  John  Damien  worked 
for  the  Ontario  Racing  Commission  to- 


MALE RAPE 


day,  he  might  never  have  lost  his  job. 
Barbara  Kellawan,  an  administrative 
assistant  at  the  ORC  told  7~SPthat  the 
commission  does  not  discriminate  "on 
any  grounds."  They  follow  the  Human 
Rights  Code,  Kellawan  says,  and  she's 
"certain"  that  a  gay  person  applying  for 
a  job,  or  a  gay  employee  who  came  out, 
would  not  face  any  discrimination. 
When  asked  to  comment  about  John 


Damien's  case  in  light  of  her  statement  on 
the  ORC's  hiring  policies,  Kellawan  said, 
"that  case  has  been  settled,  as  I  un- 
dertand."  When  told  that  was  not  true, 
she  said  that  ORC  Director  WR  McDon- 
nell was  the  only  person  who  deals  with 
the  Damien  case.  Mr  McDonnell  did  not 
return  any  of  TBP's  phone  calls. 

Gillian  RodgersonD 


Survivors  help  each  other  get  on  with  life 


"I  still  have  flashbacks  to  my  rape,"  he 
says.  "The  door  is  unlocked  and  some  of 
the  feelings  come  back." 

The  speaker  is  Kerry  Specialny,  one  of 
the  founders  of  this  country's  first  organ- 
ization for  male  rape  victims,  the  Centre 
for  Sexually  Assaulted  Males  (SAM)  in 
Toronto.  The  centre  sprang  up  last  Aug- 
ust after  a  newspaper  ad  produced  more 
than  a  hundred  calls  from  men  who  have 
been  raped.  The  centre  has  already  set  up 
53  support  groups  across  Canada. 

Specialny  was  gang-raped  by  six  men 
while  serving  three  months  for  a  traffic 
violation  in  an  Ontario  correctional  ins- 
titute in  1978.  "I  felt  a  lot  of  shame, 
anger  and  humiliation,"  he  recalls. 
"When  I  talked  to  a  psychiatrist  there,  he 
was  more  concerned  with  my  bisexuality 
than  with  my  rape.  I  became  withdrawn 
and  felt  I  couldn't  trust  people." 

SAM  offers  help  in  dealing  with  such 
consequences  to  men  who  have  been 
raped.  SAM  calls  these  people  "survi- 
vors." "We  use  the  word  'survivor'  rather 
than  'victim,' "  explains  Specialny. 
"  'Victim'  is  degrading.  'Survivor'  means 
you're  going  to  survive  the  emotional 
part  of  the  attack  and  get  on  with  your 
life." 

A  phoneline  is  open  daily  from  7  pm  to 
5  am  (Eastern  Time).  From  August  16  — 
the  day  the  line  opened  —  to  November 
30,  SAM  received  320  calls  which  it  con- 
sidered legitimate. 

Counsellors  —  all  volunteers,  including 
Specialny  —  are  available  to  accompany 
a  rape  survivor  through  medical  examina- 
tion, police  investigation  and  the  courts, 
if  he  so  desires.  Assistance  through  a  pol- 
ice investigation  is  especially  important  to 
a  gay  male  who  has  been  raped  by  a  man. 


Kerry  Specialny  of  the  Centre  for  Sexually  Assaulted  Males: '  'survivors,  "not '  'victims' 


The  police  may  be  unsympathetic  and  im- 
ply that  he  wanted  it  or  th^at  it  shouldn't 
be  shocking  to  him.  SAM  will  also  pro- 
vide the  survivor  and  his  friends  or  family 
with  information  they  might  need,  and 
will  assist  them  in  creating  a  supportive 


environment. 

The  survivor  may  join  one  of  the  more 
than  four  dozen  support  groups  across 
the  country.  In  Toronto,  there  are  two 
groups,  each  comprised  of  about  15  survi- 
vors and  two  leaders.  Specialny  says  the 


Hard  to  forget 

When  the  rape  is  over,  the 
memories  linger  on 


The  majority  who  haven  7  been  raped  have 
difficulty  understanding  the  psychological 
impact  of  rape  and  its  aftermath.  What 
follows  is  condensed  from  one  story  re- 
ported to  the  Centre  for  Sexually  Assault- 
ed Males. 

"I  was  walking  home  from  a  party  at  6  am 
on  a  main  downtown  street  of  Vancouver 
by  the  big  Eaton's  store.  Two  men  grabbed 
me  from  behind,  holding  my  arms  and 
putting  their  hands  over  my  eyes.  They 
carried  me  to  a  car  and  put  me  in  a  back 
seat,  where  they  replaced  their  hands  with 
a  blindfold.  Then  they  said  to  a  third  man 
in  the  car  to  start  to  drive  to  the  apart- 
ment.... 

"They  threw  me  on  a  bed,  ripping  my 
shirt  almost  off  my  back,  then  they  pulled 
the  rest  of  my  clothes  off.  Laying  there  on 
my  back,  one  of  the  men  grabbed  me  by 
the  hair  and  tried  to  pour  alcohol  down  my 


throat,  making  me  choke  on  it  as  they  all 
laughed  at  me.  They  were  calling  me  all 
kinds  of  things  that  were  very  degrading 
because  I  am  an  Inuit.  They  said  that  I 
wasn't  anything  but  a  native  scum  and  that 
I  would  end  just  like  all  other  natives,  an 
alcoholic  bum  living  on  white  man's 
welfare.... 

"They  rolled  me  over  onto  my  stomach 
and  one  tried  to  put  his  hand  up  my  bum 
while  another  grabbed  me  by  my  hair  and 
forced  me  to  suck  his  penis  until  I  threw  up 
all  over  the  side  of  the  bed  and  the  floor. 
They  got  very  angry  and  started  to  punch 
me  very  hard  in  the  side  of  my  head  and 
the  chest  area.  Then  the  one  who  I  threw 
up  on  said  that  he  was  going  to  castrate  me 
and  shove  my  testicles  down  my  throat.  I 
felt  someone  grab  my  by  my  scrotum  and 
squeeze  it  until  I  thought  I  would  pass  out 
from  the  pain.  Then  I  felt  a  sharp  cold  ob- 
ject touch  my  scrotum.  One  of  the  men  hit 
the  other  one,  telling  him  to  wait  until  they 
all  had  finished  having  fun  with  their  toy. 
The  rough  sexual  assault  started  all  over 
again  and  they  went  into  another  room  to 
drink  some  more.... 

"I  started  to  bite  at  the  ropes  that 
were  on  my  hands.  Finally  they  broke.  I 
took  off  the  blindfold  and  quickly  threw 
on  my  clothes  and  ran.  I  just  ran  and  ran, 


not  looking  at  street  signs  or  numbers.  I 
ran  across  the  Burrard  Street  Bridge  to  a 
phone  booth  on  Davie  Street,  where  I 
called  my  lover.  He  came  and  took  me 
home  and  called  the  police.... 

"A  sergeant  came  into  the  apartment 
and  tried  to  talk  with  me;  he  got  upset 
because  I  was  crying  so  hard  and  said  to 
me:  'Why  the  hell  are  you  so  upset?  You 
are  gay  and  have  been  to  bed  and  had  sex 
with  other  men  before.  Now  calm  down 
and  talk  to  me.'  He  made  me  feel  that  be- 
cause I  was  gay,  that  I  had  asked  for  it  or 
something.... 

"They  never  caught  the  men  and,  be- 
cause of  it,  I  refused  to  go  out  of  the  apart- 
ment for  weeks  after  that,  for  fear  that  my 
abductors  would  recognize  me  and  catch 
me  again.  It  took  me  almost  two  months 
after  my  assault  before  I'd  try  to  have  sex 
with  my  lover  again.  We  stopped  going  to 
our  regular  gay  bars  because  I  was  afraid 
they  might  see  me  and  recognize  me. 
When  I  did  start  to  go,  I  refused  to  wear 
shorts  anymore  and  I  was  always  in  our 
locked  apartment  at  least  two  hours  before 
the  sun  went  down.  The  things  that  they 
called  me  and  said  to  me  kept  going 
through  my  mind  and  sometimes,  when  1 
was  alone,  I  would  cry  as  I  remembered  all 
that  had  happened  to  me."D 


groups  must  be  small  to  establish  trust 
and  openness.  Even  so,  many  in  the 
groups  find  it  difficult  to  talk  in  intimate 
terms  about  a  painful  experience.  Gay 
men  who  have  been  raped  by  other  men 
may  become  mistrustful  of  the  gay  com- 
munity. Fear  of  sex  is  a  common  result. 
They  may  lose  lovers,  who  become  impa- 
tient with  the  emotional  upheaval  occa- 
sioned by  the  rape.  Specialny  has  found 
that  heterosexual  males  who  have  been 
raped  by  men  often  develop  severe  homo- 
phobic feelings.  SAM  takes  special  care  to 
address  that  issue  in  initial  consultations, 
placing  such  survivors  into  a  group  only 
after  they  learn  that  male  sexual  offend- 
ers are  not  representative  of  gay  men. 

Gay  or  straight,  raped  by  men  or  by 
women  —  Specialny  estimates  that  a  sixth 
of  SAM's  cases  are  males  raped  by  women 
—  most  undergo  a  debilitating  emotional 
turmoil:  shock,  guilt,  fear,  humiliation, 
anger,  helplessness. 

There  is  no  fee  to  join  a  support  group; 
but  contributions  are  needed  and 
welcome.  The  service  is  completely 
confidential. 

SAM  also  has  an  offenders  group  in 
Toronto.  Specialny  says  that,  of  the  calls 
received  from  sexual  offenders,  around 
four-fifths  are  from  men  who  have  been 
sexually  abused.  He  also  estimates  that 
three-quarters  of  the  offenders  are  known 
to  their  victims.  "A  lot  of  offenders  say 
they  are  more  turned  on  by  the  power  and 
domination  they  feel  in  the  rape,"  notes 
Specialny.  "The  sexual  part  is  secondary 
to  them."  SAM's  motto:  "Rape  is  vio- 
lence —  not  sex"  reflects  this  finding. 

SAM  will  soon  be  forming  three  new 
groups:  parents  of  survivors;  incest  survi- 
vors; and  adults  abused  as  children. 

Metro  Toronto  police  have  asked  SAM 
to  give  lectures  on  male  sexual  assault  to 
officers  in  January  and  February. 

SAM  relies  for  the  moment  on  dona- 
tions and  sales  of  bumper  stickers  bearing 
its  motto  for  income.  The  group  is  seek- 
ing provincial  and  federal  government 
assistance. 

Right  now,  the  money  which  Ontario 
allocates  for  sexual  assault  self-help 
groups  goes  to  the  Ontario  Coalition  of 
Rape  Crisis  Centres.  The  coalition  dis- 
burses the  funds  —  $200,000  last  year  — 
to  its  14  member  centres,  all  of  which  are 
female.  SAM  has  met  with  one  of  the  14, 
the  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  and  they 
have  agreed  to  share  information  and  re- 
ferrals. The  coalition  will  soon  decide 
whether  SAM  can  join  it.  Specialny  is 
confident  his  group  will  be  voted  in.  But 
even  if  that  does  happen,  under  the  rules 
of  the  coalition,  SAM  will  not  be  eligible 
for  funding  for  one  year. 

The  funding  will  be  used  to  hire  a  full- 
time  staff  of  six;  the  augmented  staff  will 
improve  service  and  begin  research  into 
male  sexual  assault  in  Canada.  "It's  real- 
ly frustrating  that  we  have  to  go  to  US 
publications  to  get  any  reading  material," 
Specialny  says.  "Research  has  been  done 
in  the  US  for  about  20  years  —  we're  that 
far  behind  them." 

Next  May  23  and  24  the  Forensic  Men- 
tal Health  Associates  (a  US  organization) 
will  present  a  two-day  workshop:  The 
Male  Victim  of  Sexual  Assault  and  the 
Juvenile  Sexual  Offender  —  Neglected 
Clients,  in  Toronto.  Specialny  hopes  this 
workshop  will  focus  attention  on  male 
sexual  assault  in  Canada. 

So  far,  Specialny  feels  the  media  have 
been  dismissing  male  sexual  assault  as  "a 
gay  issue."  "We're  not  dealing  with  a  gay 
issue,  a  bisexual  issue  or  a  heterosexual 
issue,"  says  Specialny.  "We're  dealing 
with  a  human  issue."     Michael  TotzkeD 

The  Centre  for  Sexually  Assaulted  Males,  Box 
597,  Station  Q,  Toronto,  ON  M4A  2P4. 
Phone  (416)  928-0772. 
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Sue  Harris:  entering  the  political  mainstream 


Vancouver's  November  17  civic  elections 
produced  two  noteworthy  results:  this 
country's  first  election  to  public  office  of 
an  out-of-the-closet  lesbian  signalled  the 
growing  movement  of  gays  into  main- 
stream progressive  politics;  and  a  judicial 
order  for  a  new  election  threw  the  pol- 
itical balance  on  city  council  into 
confusion. 

The  voters  gave  the  left-wing  gay-sup- 
portive coalition  of  the  Civic  Indepen- 
dents and  the  Committee  of  Progressive 
electors  (COPE)  five  council  seats  and  the 
mayor's  chair,  for  a  slim  one-vote  major- 
ity on  the  1 1-member  city  council.  But  a 
successful  right-wing  court  challenge  of 
several  hundred  ballots  on  a  technicality 
annulled  the  election  of  one  COPE  coun- 
cillor, leaving  the  council  evenly  split  be- 
tween left  and  right  until  a  special  Febru- 
ary 3  by-election  decides  the  issue. 

A  clear  COPE  majority  was  elected  to 
the  school  board,  however,  and  it  is  in  the 
forefront  of  a  province-wide  resistance  of 
school  boards  to  the  British  Columbia 
government's  slashing  of  the  education 
budget. 

And  on  the  parks  board,  a  training 
ground  for  city  politicians  and  a  possible 
stepping  stone  to  city  council,  COPE 
increased  its  representation  from  one  to 
three  of  the  seven  seats,  electing  an  out 
lesbian  and  feminist  activist. 

I  was  able  to  get  Sue  Harris  away  from 
her  work  for  the  Downtown  Eastside 
Residents  Association  (DERA)  and  her 
preparations  for  the  hard  tasks  ahead  on 
the  parks  board,  to  a  busy  downtown 
eastside  restaurant  for  this  interview. 

Don  Larventz:  In  your  opinion,  what  is 
the  significance  of  the  election  of  an  open 
lesbian  to  public  office? 

Sue  Harris:  I  think  the  people  of 
Vancouver  are  generally  enlightened 
about  who  they  want  to  represent  them.  I 
think  the  issue  was  not  sexuality,  al- 
though they  knew  that  about  me.  They 
voted  for  me  because  of  my  record  of  in- 
volvement in  community  organizations. 
The  voters  didn't  play  up  my  sexual  ori- 
entation and  it  didn't  become  an  issue  in 


Vancouver  parks  board  member  Sue  Harris:  "sexuality  was  not  an  issue" 


this  campaign.  If  I  were  running  for 
council,  then  it  just  might  be  a  different 
story:  discrimination  by-laws  and  other 
matters  would  be  more  central. 

DL:  Was  the  matter  of  your  sexual 
orientation  raised  at  all  in  the  campaign? 
Some  of  your  campaign  advertisements 
were  clear  about  your  orientation. 

SH:  Pat  Burns  (a  popular  radio  hot- 
liner)  used  my  ad  in  the  feminist  newspa- 
per Kinesis  for  a  bit  of  mud-slinging,  but 
I  didn't  worry  about  that.  In  fact,  I  was 
glad  to  know  that  a  lot  of  people  read 
Kinesis  and  just  might  get  educated  a  little 
bit. 


DL:  How  has  COPE  responded  to  hav- 
ing a  lesbian  activist  running? 

SH:  I  was  the  new  woman  on  the 
block,  having  joined  at  the  last  election.  I 
had  worked  with  DERA  and  there's  al- 
ways been  an  informal  connection  be- 
tween them.  All  the  people  in  COPE  had 
known  me  as  a  person  from  my  work  as  a 
member  of  their  executive.  Although 
they're  a  progressive  organization,  there 
are  still  people  who  have  problems  with 
sexuality.  There  was  concern  that  I  might 
make  an  issue  of  sexual  orientation  when 
it  wasn't  there.  But  I  never  got  any  direc- 
tion not  to  raise  the  issue.  Considering 


that  a  good  part  of  the  membership  of 
COPE  is  older,  the  attitude  was  good. 

DL:  There  are  a  fair  number  of  openly 
gay  or  lesbian  people  working  in  COPE, 
especially  during  the  November  election. 

SH:  Yes,  there  are,  and  COPE  has 
grown  to  appreciate  how  they  have 
worked  their  behinds  off.  Our  abilities 
and  contributions  have  proved  that  pro- 
gressive politically  committed  people  are 
good  for  COPE.  It  helps  when  people  are 
known  individually  and  their  contribu- 
tions are  seen.  And  we  can  affect  policy 
on  issues  that  affect  us  directly.  Bylaw 
4450  (Vancouver's  gay  rights  ordinance) 
was  a  good  example:  alderman  Bruce 
Eriksen  contacted  people  in  the 
community. 

DL:  What  do  you  think  you  can  do  for 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  from  your 
position  on  the  parks  board?  After  all, 
whether  you  like  it  or  not,  you're  seen  as 
our  representative  on  the  board,  among 
other  things. 

SH:  If  gays  and  lesbians  came  to  us  as  a 
group  or  as  individuals  with  some  pro- 
gramming need,  we'd  respond  with  some 
real  understanding.  Perhaps  there's  a 
need  for  some  education  at  the  commu- 
nity centres,  for  staff  as  well  as  for  users 
of  the  facilities.  We  can  effect  social 
change  that  way.  The  community  centres 
are  run  in  conjunction  with  the  board  and 
it's  often  the  staff  director  who  can  sug- 
gest new  programmes  to  the  community 
centre.  If  there  is  discrimination  at  the 
centres,  or  in  the  sports  facilities  or  at  the 
parks,  where  a  homophobic  complaint 
about  cruising  might  be  made,  we'd  have 
to  look  at  that. 

DL:  Talking  about  cruising,  how  do 
you  feel  about  the  fact  that  gay  men 
cruise  each  other  in  parks,  especially  in 
Stanley  Park  or  on  the  sea  wall  around 
the  western  part  of  downtown? 

SH:  People  like  to  meet  each  other 
whether  they're  straight  or  gay  and  I  real- 
ly don't  see  it  as  much  of  an  issue.  But  if 
people  were  engaging  in  explicit  sex,  that 
would  be  different.  Now  I  understand,  if 
a  straight  couple  are  fondling  each  other 
on  the  beach,  a  homophobic  attitude 
would  be  that  that  is  OK,  but  not  for  two 
men.  If  there  is  a  concern  from  the  pub- 
lic, it's  important  to  know  if  the  com- 
plaint is  based  on  homophobia. 

DL:  I  wonder  what  you  think  about 
the  developing  idea  that  a  secluded  spot 
deep  in  Stanley  Park  at  1 1  pm  is  a  private 


Working  in 
the  wider  world 

Election  organizer  Harry 
Grunsky  educates  the  straights 


Sue  Harris  wasn't  the  only  out  gay  to 
have  a  prominent  role  in  Vancouver's 
November  election.  Harry  Grunsky  is  be- 
coming well-known  as  an  election  organ- 
izer for  the  NDP,  and  especially  COPE. 

DL:  What  brought  you  to  COPE'S  at- 
tention and  vice  versa? 

Harry  Grunsky:  Two  years  ago,  when  I 
moved  to  Vancouver,  I  joined  COPE.  We 
set  up  neighbourhood-based  area  com- 
mittees thoughout  the  city.  I  set  up  the 
one  in  Kitsilano,  where  I  lived  at  the  time. 
I  was  also  very  involved  in  the  Lower 
Mainland  Solidarity  Coalition,  the  most 
active  of  all  the  provincial  coalitions.  And 
I  was  active  in  the  Gay  Rights  Union  and 
the  Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defence  Fund.  As  1 
became  more  involved  and  came  to  know 
more  people,  I  wanted  things  to  change 
and  have  more  say  in  how  things  are 
decided. 


DL:  What  are  your  politial  motiva- 
tions? What  keeps  you  active? 

HG:  I've  lost  respect  for  our  middle- 
class  society,  especially  in  BC  since  the 
last  election  and  budget.  I  want  to  see 
some  fundamental  changes.  I've  always 
been  a  social  democrat,  but  with  the 
changes  in  BC  lately,  I'd  say  I've  moved 
further  left  and  would  characterize  myself 
as  a  socialist.  I've  been  involved  in  gay 
liberation  in  Vancouver,  but  I  don't  have 
much  association  with  gay  volleyball  or 
the  like.  I'm  really  involved  with  other 
gays  who  are  working  on  larger  political 
issues.  That  is,  working  with  gays  who  are 
out  personally  and  see  the  larger  social 
perspectives.  Even  in  the  Joyce  case, 
we've  been  pushing  it  as  a  broad  social 
issue,  a  human  rights  issue  for  everyone 
and  the  range  of  the  support  we've  gotten 
shows  this  is  the  way  to  go. 

DL:  What  is  the  significance  of  Sue 
Harris's  election? 

HG:  For  the  left,  a  breakthrough  for  a 
lesbian  was  significant.  She  was  backed 
by  COPI  and  that  contributed  to  her  vic- 
tory. Hut  (  <>l'l  had  some  learning  to  do 
itself.  1  remember  the  meeting  at  which 
we  were  discussing  nominations.  At  first 
it  was  an  "and /or  Sue  Harris"  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  list.  Hut  a  lot  of  discussion 


revealed  just  how  active  she  was  and  it 
soon  became  obvious  that  Sue  Harris,  the 
lesbian  and  feminist  activist,  was  not  at 
the  bottom  of  a  list  of  possibles,  but 
clearly  was  one  of  the  stronger  candi- 
dates. COPE  has  learned  that  gays  and 
lesbians  are  interested  and  active  in  pro- 
gressive political  issues  and  has  a  real  ap- 
preciation of  out  gays  who  work  hard  at 
progressive  issues. 

Grunsky:  gays  equal  players  in  the  game 


DL:  What  do  you  think  COPE  can  do 
now  for  the  community? 

HG:  We  have  done  a  lot  of  educating. 
We've  taken  the  councillors  on  tours  of 
bars  and  baths  and  the  other  organiza- 
tions. Libby  Davies  and  Bruce  Eriksen 
have  always  been  supportive  and  Harry 
Rankin,  who  I  would  say  was  homopho- 
bic in  the  past,  has  come  to  see  that  his 
previous  ideas  just  didn't  wash.  I  think 
that  in  the  future,  that  is,  if  the  left  on 
council  is  in  the  majority,  gays  can  go  to 
council  and  get  a  fair  hearing.  Groups  are 
going  to  be  coming  for  funding.  I  think 
gays  are  now  an  equal  player  in  the  politi- 
cal game  and  COPE  has  pledged  that 
there  should  be  more  money  lor  social 
services.  But  1  think  there  should  be  some 
sort  of  political  consensus  among  gays  as 
to  who  should  be  applving  for  funds. 
And  this  should  be  kept  in  the  context 
that  gay  lib  has  spread  to  at  least  the  cen- 
tre and  left  in  Vancouver.  Gay  activists 
are  also  active  in  the  political  process 
around  job  issues,  housing,  social  services 
and  not  jusl  on  gay  discrimination  issues. 

I  he  Rob  Joyce  case  is  one  I'm  hrnih  be- 
hind and  I  hope  it's  solved  before  1  collect 
my  pension    Hut  it's  in  the  wider  political 
world  that  the  real  progress  is  going  to  be 
made. 
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place,  but  the  same  place  at  noon  is 
public. 

SH:  We're  talking  about  a  legal  issue 
and  an  issue  of  taste.  That  idea  makes 
sense  to  me.  Our  parks  are  for  everybody. 
I  don't  think  the  police  look  at  it  that 
way.  But  it's  not  up  to  me  to  enforce  the 
Criminal  Code.  We  don't  really  have  a 
problem  on  that  right  now.  And  I'm  clear 
on  the  difference  between  public  sex  and 
affectionate  behaviour. 

DL:  As  an  activist  in  the  mainstream  of 
progressive  politics,  how  do  you  see  the 
Rob  Joyce  case,  a  case  that  has  been  at 
the  centre  of  a  lot  of  controversy? 

SH:  I  know  Rob  now.  I  didn't  know 
him  when  the  case  started  and  that  has 
made  a  difference,  although  I  know  it 
shouldn't.  He  did  everything  he  could  to 


solve  this  thing,  to  let  the  government  off 
the  hook.  But  the  case  has  been  a  source 
of  strength  for  the  commmunity,  bring- 
ing people  together.  Some  of  the 
women's  groups  were  a  bit  slower  in  sup- 
porting him,  but  have  now  been  strong  in 
their  support,  in  sending  money  for  the 
defence  and  in  picketing.  I  was  a  bit  dis- 
heartened about  the  personal  issue  taking 
precedence  over  the  political  issue.  But 
what  happened  to  Rob  could  have  hap- 
pened to  any  of  us. 

DL:  What  sort  of  politics  have  you 
been  involved  in? 

SH:  I  was  involved  in  the  Solidarity 
Coalition  in  the  fall  of  '83  and  with  Les- 
bians Against  the  Budget.  I've  done  inter- 
views with  the  Lesbian  Show  on  Vancou- 
ver Cooperative  Radio  and  written  fairly 


regularly  for  the  city's  gay  newspaper, 
Angles.  I've  been  on  the  board  of  the 
Riley  Park  community  association  and 
the  Stanley  Park  Citizens'  Advisory  Com- 
mittee and  Building  Independent  Living 
for  the  Disabled.  I  think  if  I'd  just  done 
lesbian  organizing,  I  wouldn't  have  been 
elected.  My  involvement  with  DERA  goes 
back  to '81. 

DL:  What  was  your  background  be- 
fore you  came  to  Vancouver? 

SH:  When  I  was  21  in  1973,  I  left  for 
Papua  New  Guinea  with  CUSO.  I  went  as 
a  teacher  and  started  at  an  all-girls 
Catholic  mission  school  outside  of  a  small 
town.  I  was  there  for  two  and  a  half  years 
and  taught  everything  from  home  ec  to 
basketball  and  social  sciences.  Then  I 
moved  to  the  big  city,  Port  Moresby,  and 


taught  and  had  a  relationship  with  a 
Papua  New  Guinea  woman.  We're  still  in 
touch.  I  worked  at  the  Tech  College  with 
adolescent  girls  and  boys  and  at  the  con- 
tinuing ed  college,  writing  social  sciences 
courses.  That  drove  me  crazy  because  I'm 
a  very  energetic  person.  I  was  there  for 
five  and  a  half  years.  I  almost  became  a 
citizen,  but  being  a  woman  was  not  the 
most  pleasant  thing.  And  there  was 
another  reason  why  I  left.  I  came  back  to 
Canada  because  I  wanted  to  vote  and  I 
couldn't  make  any  political  decisions  in 
New  Guinea.  It  was  painful  to  leave 
because  I  left  a  lot  of  good  friends  and  a 
relationship.  We're  still  extremely  good 
friends.  In  fact,  she  came  to  visit  last  year 
and  she  and  my  new  partner,  Scall 
Sairley,  got  along  extremely  well.  I 
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learned  a  lot  from  New  Guinea  and  from 
my  relationship  with  this  woman  about 
injustice. 

DL:  How  is  Scall  taking  to  your 
election? 

SH:  Just  before  the  election  she  said 
that,  if  I  didn't  run,  she'd  leave  me.  She's 
from  a  family  who  were  politically  active 
and,  as  a  nurse  and  someone  who's  very 
athletic,  she  knew  a  lot  about  the  parks. 


She  knows  Vancouver  well  and  has  been 
very  supportive. 

DL:  There  are  now  two  new  COPE  wo- 
men and  Patricia  Wilson  ranged  against 
four  NPA  members  on  the  parks  board. 
What  are  the  main  issues  coming  up? 

SH:  There  are  two  that  have  come  up 
already.  One  is  a  fee  increase,  a  selective 
one,  trying  to  increase  fees  where  certain 
facilities  are  involved.  All  done  very  slyly, 


1  think.  We're  going  to  hold  to  our  prom- 
ise of  no  fee  increases.  The  other  revolves 
around  the  Stanley  Park  master  plan. 
We're  opposed  to  any  more  commercial- 
ism in  the  park.  We  want  more  pro- 
grammes for  youth.  And  we  want  more 
input  from  the  commmunity.  It's  not  just 
for  us  to  say  what  we  want.  We  want 
much  more  involvement  from  the  public. 

Don  LarventzD 
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Aimless  development  threatens  gay  beach 
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Toronto's  gay  community  is  in  danger  of 
losing  its  only  beach  if  a  development 
scheme  devised  by  Metropolitan  Toronto 
is  fully  implemented. 

The  beach  on  Hanlan's  Point,  located 
on  the  western  extremity  of  the  city's  har- 
bour islands,  is  one  of  only  two  in  the 
country  occupied  by  gays.  The  other  is 
Wreck  Beach  in  Vancouver. 

The  main  threat  to  the  serenity  of  the 
beach  is  a  wave  pool:  a  fan-shaped  object 
which  generates  endless  ripples  from  its 
base.  It  is  one  of  the  many  gems  proposed 
for  Hanlan's  Point  as  part  of  the  Toronto 
Islands  Concept  Plan.  Metropolitan  Tor- 
onto, the  corporate  umbrella  governing 
local  municipalities,  including  the  City  of 
Toronto,  controls  the  island  parkland  and 
decides,  through  its  Parks  and  Property 
Department,  the  direction  and  develop- 
ment of  these  lands. 

As  early  as  1981,  the  idea  of  a  wave 
pool  was  proposed  by  Metro  aldermen 
who  thought  such  a  facility  would  en- 
hance the  social  activities  of  families  who 
ferried  to  the  islands  to  escape  the  city. 
Currently,  most  family-oriented  attrac- 
tions are  located  on  the  adjacent  Centre 
Island.  The  Metro  Parks  and  Property 
Department  completed  marketing  studies 
and  feasibility  reports  related  to  the  Con- 
cept Plan  ideas  of  the  wave  pool,  an  ur- 
ban "hands-on"  farm  and  a  restaurant/ 
inn.  The  documentation  was  forwarded 
to  the  Metro  Parks,  Recreation  and 
Property  Committee  which,  in  June  of 
1984,  asked  the  cities  that  comprise  Metro 
for  their  comments. 

Officials  for  the  City  of  Toronto, 
which  contains  the  island  parks,  recom- 
mended that  the  City  Council  convey  to 
Metro  its  opposition  to  the  construction 


Lake  Ontario 


of  a  pool  facility  on  the  Toronto  Islands. 
City  Council  voted  on  the  recommenda- 
tion September  17,  1984;  their  decision,  by 
majority  vote,  rejected  this  aspect  of  the 
City's  report.  A  City  official,  when  asked 
why  Council  decided  to  vote  against  the 
proposal  of  Toronto's  planners,  cited 
"simple  mentality  —  enough  members 
on  Council  think  wave  pools  are  great." 

As  it  stands  today,  the  pool  has  no 
funding  status  and  has  not  been  imple- 
mented... yet.  A  proposal  call  will  be 
issued  to  the  private  sector  in  early  Febru- 
ary in  the  hope  that  a  corporate  sponsor 
will  build  the  pool.  When  the  call  closes 
in  March,  recommendation  reports  will 
be  available  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Metro  Parks  and  Property  Department. 
Opposition  to  the  facility  can  be  made  at 
this  stage  of  the  development.  It  seems 
likely,  though,  that  the  pool,  waves  and 
all,  will  make  it  to  Metro  Council,  where 
a  favourable  vote  appears  certain. 

The  Hanlan's  Point  beaches  have  been 
frequented  by  gays  since  the  late  1940s, 
according  to  George  Hislop,  gay  activist 
and  a  former  member  of  the  city  planning 
committee  (see  box).  Up  to  today  it  has 
remained  unspoiled  by  politicians  and 
developers.  However,  avoiding  the  rights 
of  those  who  enjoy  the  beach  as  a  retreat 
from  commercial  ventures  is  Metro's  ver- 
sion of  hide  and  seek.  "Usage  over  the 
years  has  constituted,  in  no  small  way, 
what  has  come  for  all  practical  purposes 
to  be  a  private  beach,"  comments  George 
Smith,  the  former  chairperson  of  the 
Right  To  Privacy  Committee.  "It  is  a 
matter  of  mutual  consent  between  the 
heterosexual  and  homosexual  commun- 
ities. There  is  no  one  in  charge  at 
Hanlan's  Point  directing  gays  to  the  gay 


beach  and  straights  to  the  straight 
beach."  No  one  has,  apparently,  paid  any 
attention  to  what  the  homosexual  com- 
munity thinks  of  plans  that  would  in- 
fringe on  its  territory. 

Metro  politicians  view  the  island  parks 
as  the  showpiece  of  Toronto.  Therefore, 
it  appears  to  be  their  aim  to  remove  from 
the  islands  anything  that  does  not  con- 
form to  their  version  of  parkland.  A  glar- 
ing example  of  Metro's  attempts  is  the 
current  arbitration  hearing  involving  the 
possible  ousting  of  Ward's  Island  resi- 
dents. The  Islanders,  whose  homes  are 
situated  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  island 
chain,  want  the  Ontario  government  to 
enact  legislation  giving  them  possession 
of  their  rented  homes.  Since  it  is  no  secret 
that  the  Ontario  Tories  and  the  Metro 
politicians  are  akin  to  Fric  and  Frac,  no 
change  is  likely.  Similarily,  Metro  Parks 
and  Property  bypasses  the  concerns  of 
those  who  would  like  to  see  Hanlan's 
Point  left  as  is.  Through  questionnaires, 
Parks  determined  that  "a  representative 
portion  of  the  interviewed  public  desired 
minimal  change  from  its  present  state." 
This  "hands-off"  response  was  inter- 
preted as  a  wish  to  see  more  of  the  Island 
set  aside  as  an  Environmentally  Signifi- 
cant Area  (ESA).  The  Concept  Plan  pays 
lip  service  to  anti-development  sentiments 
by  designating  beachfront  as  protected 
ESA.  Considering  that  not  much  can  be 
built  on  a  beach,  the  validity  of  ESA  sites 
is  dubious.  Metro  seems  determined  to 
develop  the  Island  parks  regardless  of 
whether  it  makes  good  sense  or  not. 

There  has  been  a  notable  lack  of  op- 
position to  the  wave  pool.  Alderman  Jack 
Layton,  in  whose  ward  the  Islands  are 
located,  has  been  critical  of  the  pool  since 
its  inception,  but  his  assistant,  Jim 
Adams,  says,  "Since  most  residents  do 
not  have  large  parks  in  their  backyards,  it 
is  logical  that  they  would  not  oppose 
something  that  is  distant  and  would  not 
overshadow  their  neighbourhoods."  The 
media  have  hyped  the  facility:  people 
want  it,  look  at  the  jobs  it  would  create,  it 
can't  fail.  It  would  appear  easy  to  be 


Boys  in  the  sand 

Hanlan  's  Point  has  a  long 
history  as  a  gathering  ground 
for  gay  men 


There  has  been  a  gay  space  on  Hanlan 's 
Point  for  decades.  The  following  quick 
history  of  Toronto 's  gay  beach  was 
gleaned  from  the  reminiscences  and  histo- 
rical knowledge  of  George  Hislop. 

During  the  last  half  of  the  19th  century, 
the  Toronto  Islands  were  a  resort  for  the 
city's  prominent  families,  many  of  whom 
maintained  large  summer  houses  there. 
But  the  advent  of  the  automobile  made 
the  more  attractive  Muskoka  country 
north  of  Toronto  accessible  to  the  well-to- 
do  and  the  Islands  fell  out  of  fashion.  By 
the  end  of  the  First  World  War,  they  had 
become  a  popular  recreation  spot  for 
those  who  could  not  afford  to  leave  the 
city  on  hot  summer  weekends:  Toron- 
tonians  of  the  working  class  and  ethnic 
minorities. 

As  early  as  the  late  1940s,  Hanlan's 


Point  had  become  a  summer  gathering 
ground  for  gay  men.  By  the  early  '50s, 
the  scrubby  dunes  at  the  north  end  of  the 
beach  were  the  exclusive  territory  of  gays 
and  a  few  nude  sunbathers.  It  was  not  un- 
common for  gay  men  to  rent  the  local 
houses.  The  custom  was  to  spend  the  af- 
ternoon on  the  beach,  taking  the  sun  and 
wandering  in  the  bush,  and  then  to  stroll 
over  to  Pearson  House  or  the  Manitou  — 
two  hotels  set  up  in  former  grand  family 
residences  —  for  a  drink. 

This  idyllic  period  drew  to  a  close  in 
1954,  when  the  newly  created  municipal- 
ity of  Metropolitan  Toronto  —  then,  as 
now,  the  champion  of  suburban  sterility 
—  took  over  management  of  the  Islands 
from  the  City  of  Toronto.  Metro  expro- 
priated and  razed  the  houses  and  hotels, 
viewing  human  habitation  as  inconsistent 
with  the  use  of  the  area  as  a  park  (you 
figure  it  out). 

In  the  1960s,  the  Islands  airport  auth- 
orities and  Metro  police  conducted  a 
campaign  of  harassment  to  gel  the  gays 
out  of  the  dunes,  which  were  actually  air- 
port land.  However,  gay  sunbathers  out 
Hanked  the  enemy  by  moving  from  the 
far  north  end  of  the  beach,  over  the 
Straights,  to  the  tar  south  end,  where  they 
remain  to  this  day. I  1 
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T       THE  CONCERT  HALL 

•  888  YONGE  ST.,  TORONTO 

TICKETS  AT  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP  •  $7.50  ADVANCE  •  $8.50  AT  DOOR 

J1  •  $5.00  AFTER  1:30 

TWO  DANCE  FLOORS: 

/ 

UPSTAIRS:  DISCO  AND  ROCK 

SOUND.  LIGHTING  &  VIDEO:  FUTURE  FLASH  PRODUCTIONS 

Y  W:  TED  BATES 

KIRS:  NEW  WAVE/WOMEN'S  MUSIC 

/  SOUND/LIGHTING:  FUTURE  FLASH  PRODUCTIONS 
DJ:  ILONA  LANEY 

V  598  YONGE  STREET,  TORONTO 

PROCEEDS  TO  GAY  COMMUNITY  DANCE  COMMITTEE 

IELD  UNDER  T  IE  AUl HORITY  OF  A  SPECIAL  OCCASION  PERMIT 
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METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

OF  TORONTO 

730  BathursL  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2R4 

(416)  536-2848 

Rev  Brent  Hawkes,  B  St.  B  Ed,  Pastor 

An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  lor  all  people  vvilh  a  spec  i.il  ministry  to 

the  Gay  Community 

What  We  Believe 
FAITH 

Now  faith  is  the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for.  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen.    For 
whoever  would  draw  near  to  God  must  believe  that  God  exists. . .         HEBREWS  1 1 : 

HOPE 

. .  .a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  having  the  eyes  of  your 

hearts  enlightened,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  to  which 

God  has  called  you...         EPHES1ANS  1:17-18 


LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and  kind. ..rejoices  in  the  right. ..bears  all 

things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 

things... never  ends.         1  CORINTHIANS  13:4,  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these  three;  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.  1  CORINTHIANS  13:13 

Worship  Services 

Sunday 

at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 
With  Singspiration  15  minutes  before  services 

'Wheelchair  accessibility 
All  services 
will  be  signed  for  the  deaf. 

Instrumental  Ensemble* 

Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

Choir 
Sunday  at  5:30pm. 

"Church  membership  is  not  required  for  participation  in  these  groups. 


Becoming  a  volunteer  with  ACT  is  an  opportunity  to  do 
some  useful  and  gratifying  work  in  helping  our  com- 
munity handle  the  problem  of  AIDS.  Won't  you  join  us? 

Give  us  a  call  at  926-1626  or  send  us  the  coupon  below. 


Tell  me  more  about  volunteering! 


name 


\ 


address 


J^ 


phone  number  best  times  to  reach  me 

mail  to:  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto 
Box  55,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4 
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swept  away  by  all  the  good  reports. 

A  lot  of  development  that  is  proposed 
for  Hanlan's  is  the  result  of  aimless  plan- 
ning. Frank  Kershaw,  Manager  of  Plan- 
ning and  Research  within  the  Metro 
Parks  and  Property  Department,  ex- 
emplifies the  "full  speed  ahead"  ap- 
proach of  the  local  government  with 
regard  to  the  wave  pool.  Fully  confident 
in  the  questionnaires  and  marketing 
studies  that  aided  in  compiling  the  Con- 
cept Plan,  Kershaw  contends  that  the 
pool  will  attract  tourists  and  become 
another  one  of  Toronto's  relaxing  at- 
tributes. When  asked  whether  it  seemed 
illogical  to  place  an  artificial  swimming 
pool  next  to  a  natural  one,  Mr  Kershaw 
replied  that  "Lake  Ontario  is  polluted 
and  too  cold  for  much  of  the  season."  He 
ignored  the  suggestion  that,  perhaps, 
more  energy  should  be  directed  toward 
cleaning  the  lake  up.  (Incidentally, 
Toronto  draws  its  water  supply  from  this 
same  lake.)  Furthermore,  he  does  not 
know  at  this  point  how  many  concessions 
the  City  may  have  to  give  the  developer, 
assuming  one  is  found  that  is  not  too 
greedy.  If  the  private  sector  does  not  meet 
Metro's  requirements,  the  taxpayers  can 
look  forward  to  footing  the  bill.  Already, 
the  Ontario  Municipal  Board  approved, 
in  August  of  1984,  a  pre-engineering 
study  of  wave  pools  at  a  cost  of  $100,000. 

Is  the  development  of  Hanlan's  Point 
an  anti-gay  tactic?  The  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Property,  Robert  Bundy,  has 
pleaded  ignorance  of  the  existence  of 
homosexuals  on  the  Islands.  Naturally,  it 
becomes  easier  to  judge  politicians  by 
what  they  do  rather  than  by  the  rhetoric 
that  guides  each  careful  word.  The  wave 
pool  does  not  appear  to  be  an  effort  to 
oust  homosexuals  specifically.  Yet  the 
result  of  development  —  family-oriented 
crowds  and  more  attractions  —  could.  It 
is  difficult  to  imagine  that  this  escaped 
the  notice  of  public  officials. 

Andrew  LeskD 

Surveillance  victim 
commits  suicide 

The  death  of  a  St  Catharines  man,  one  of 
32  charged  with  alleged  sex  offences  at  a 
local  shopping  mall,  has  been  ruled 
suicide. 

A  seven-man  Niagara  Regional  Police 
unit,  the  same  force  which  charged  33 
men  with  similar  offences  at  a  Welland 
mall  in  February  1984,  carried  out  a 
videotape  surveillance  of  the  Fairview 
Mall  in  St  Catharines  over  a  two-week 
period  in  December.  The  arrests  were 
made  during  the  first  week  of  January. 
The  suicide  victim,  who  after  his  arrest 
doused  himself  in  gasoline  and  set  his  car 
on  fire  in  a  rural  part  of  St  Catharines,  is 
the  only  name  police  did  not  release  to  the 
press.  The  others  range  in  age  from  17  to 
69.  Twenty  were  from  St  Catharines,  the 
rest  from  surrounding  communities. 
They  include  a  Baptist  church  minister 
and  others,  according  to  Niagara  Region- 
al Police  Sergeant  Bob  Gunter,  "from  all 
walks  of  life." 

Forty-nine  charges  were  laid:  47  of 
gross  indecency  and  2  of  indecent  acts. 
Two  of  the  men  have  already  pleaded 
guilty.  All  are  to  appear  in  court  February 
1 .  A  news  release  from  Gay  Outreach  Nia- 
gara condemned  the  surveillance  opera- 
tion as  a  violation  of  rights  to  privacy. 

"There  are  few  legal  places  for  people 
such  as  those  arrested  lo  meet  their  own 
kind.  When  these  places  do  exist,  the  law 
often  feels  it  has  to  monitor  the  actions  of 
the  patrons  and  make  arrests  in  order  to 
satisfy  perceived  public  opinion,  for  ex- 
ample, in  baths  and  bars,"  the  release 
said.  GO  Niagara  members  plan  to  write 


Quote  of  the  month 

"My  position  in  1981  was  that  censor- 
ship might  be  acceptable  in  some  cir- 
cumstances. But  now,  my  feeling  is 
that  freedom  of  expression  cannot  be 
divided  up  and  distributed  to  some, 
but  not  to  others." 

—Anna  Gronau,  Toronto  feminist 

and  filmmaker,  in  Parallelogramme 

magazine 


letters  to  the  editors  of  local  newspapers. 
Sgt  Gunter  told  reporters,  "I  can  per- 
sonally think  of  four  or  five  other  areas  in 
the  Niagara  Region  which  would  warrant 
this  type  of  surveillance." 

Ken  Chaplin D 

Waterloo  man  shot 
in  cruising  park 

In  the  worst  incident  so  far  of  increasing 
violence  against  solitary  men  in  a  Water- 
loo, Ontario  park,  a  man  was  found  mur- 
dered December  21 . 

The  partially  clad  body  of  Carl  Scha- 
fer,  45,  was  found  lying  in  the  snow  in 
Victoria  Park  at  about  5:30  am  by  a  man 
walking  home  from  work.  An  autopsy 
showed  that  he  died  of  several  gunshot 
wounds  to  the  upper  body. 

Schafer,  who  lived  in  a  house  on  the 
edge  of  the  park,  was  a  visual  arts  consul- 
tant with  the  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education  and  was  well-known  in  the  gay 
community.  ' 

For  many  years  Victoria  Park  has  been 
a  popular  cruising  area  for  gay  men.  But 
last  June,  about  30  men  were  charged 
with  sex  offences  alleged  to  have  occurred 
in  the  park's  washroom.  Since  then,  vio- 
lence against  gay  men  in  the  park  seems 
to  have  grown.  Last  July,  a  man  received 
a  broken  arm  in  an  assault.  And  an  anon- 
ymous source  has  reported  an  incident 
around  Thanksgiving  in  which  he  was 
forced  into  sexual  acts  by  a  man  armed 
with  a  gun.  The  incident  was  not  reported 
to  police. 

So  far,  Waterloo  Regional  Police  have 
refused  comment  on  a  possible  motive  for 
the  killing  and  say  they  have  no  suspects. 
It  appears  they  have  made  no  contact 
with  the  gay  community. 

JoeSzalaiD 

Police  watchdogs 
get  first  gay  case 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Toron- 
to's Public  Complaints  Commission,  an 
assault  complaint  against  a  police  officer 
by  a  gay  man  has  progressed  far  enough 
to  be  given  a  hearing. 

The  charge  of  misconduct  laid  by 
Owen  Yuen  against  two  officers  from  52 
Division  came  before  a  PCC  tribunal 
December  6.  Yuen  claims  he  was  physical- 
ly and  verbally  assaulted  in  the  course  of 
his  arrest  July  6  1983  on  a  charge  of  com- 
mitting an  indecent  act.  He  was  later  ac- 
quitted of  the  charge. 

The  commission  was  formed  in  1981  as 
a  joint  police-civilian  review  board  to  in- 
vestigate complaints  against  the  Toronto 
police.  Its  mandate  was  to  improve  the 
|   force's  relations  with  the  community  and 
to  increase  police  accountability.  How- 
ever, statistics  for  1983  (the  most  recent 
year  for  which  figures  are  available)  indi- 
cate that  police  have  not  been  subject  to 
very  much  pressure  from  the  commission. 
Three  hundred  fourteen  of  the  441  com- 
plaints resolved  were  dismissed  because 
the  commission  considered  the  evidence 
insufficient.  Of  all  the  complaints  the 
commission  handled,  only  three  resulted 


in  Criminal  Code  charges  against  police 
officers.  The  heaviest  punishment  meted 
out  was  a  conditional  discharge  with 
probation. 

The  hearing  for  Yuen's  complaint  re- 
sumes February  4.  Lee  Waldorf  H 

MlAs  to  hear  case 
for  gay  rights  clause 

Three  members  of  Edmonton's  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Awareness  (GALA)  met  with 
Alberta  labour  minister  Les  Young  Dec- 
ember 10.  According  to  GALA  member 
Michael  Phair,  who  attended  the  meet- 
ing, Young  said  he  would  try  to  set  up  a 
meeting  between  GALA  and  members  of 
the  Conservative  government's  legislative 
caucus  committee.  That  committee  is 
charged  with  reviewing  a  proposed 
change  to  the  Individual's  Rights  Protec- 
tion Act  (IRPA)  which  would  add  sexual 
orientation  as  a  prohibited  ground  of  dis- 
cimination  in  employment. 

The  amendment  was  proposed  by  the 
Alberta  Human  Rights  Commission  and 
is  scheduled  for  review  early  this  year  (see 
TBP,  December  1984). 

'  'The  hour-and-half  meeting  was  low- 
key  and  cordial,"  said  Phair.  "We  talked 
about  the  issues  in  the  amendment." 

"I  think  that  the  effort  will  definitely 
be  made  to  get  a  meeting  with  the  caucus 
in  late  January  or  early  February." 

The  response  to  GALA's  letter-writing 
campaign  directed  at  members  of  the 
Alberta  legislature  has  been  gratifying, 


said  Phair.  "Young  told  us  that  several 
MLAs  have  talked  to  him  about  the 
amendment.  Local  MLAs  are  getting  the 
letters  and  responding  to  them." 

GALA  had  drafted  a  petition  and  is  set- 
ting up  meetings  with  gay  organizations 
and  women's  groups  in  Calgary.  The 
group  also  plans  to  press  for  the  inclusion 
of  tenancy  in  the  IRPA. 

Also  on  December  10,  Phair  attended  a 
meeting  with  Mary  LeMessurier,  the 
MLA  for  Edmonton  Centre,  set  up  by 
concerned  gays  in  that  riding.  LeMessur- 
ier —  also  the  PC  provincial  minister  of 
culture  —  told  the  assembly  that  she  sup- 
ports, and  will  continue  to  support,  the 
amendment. 

"This  was  the  first  time  there  was  a 
meeting  with  an  MLA  in  Alberta,  about  a 
gay  issue,  that  was  initiated  by  gay  indiv- 
iduals in  a  neighbourhood,"  said  Phair. 
"That  is  a  significant  event." 

Michael  TotzkeG 

Gays  not  targetted 
by  new  religious  mag 

Winnipeg's  Family  Institute  of  Canada, 
founded  two  years  ago  with  the  goal  of 
"reinforcing  Judeo-Christian  ethics  and 
the  strengthening  of  the  family  through 
publishing,"  plans  to  release  a  magazine 
promoting  "family  values"  some  time  in 
February.  But  the  publication  may  be 
unique  among  Canadian  religious  maga- 
zines in  that  there  are  no  apparent  plans 
to  discuss  gays  or  lesbians. 

Charles  W  Norman,  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic chairman  of  the  Institute,  says  he 
hopes  to  touch  on  the  faith  of  readers, 
rather  than  their  political  beliefs.  Asked 
about  coverage  of  contentious  issues,  he 
chuckled  that  you  "can't  avoid" 
women's  rights,  but  says  he's  "not  even 
expecting  to  talk  about  homosexuality." 

Several  prominent  religious  leaders  are 


Heaven  knows 
they're  sensitive... 

Cuisine  and  couture  strain  the 
stamina  of  the  boys  in  blue 

I  have  to  confess  I  haven't  always  taken  the 
need  to  protect  our  police  seriously 
enough.  When  they  marched  in  Ottawa  de- 
manding capital  punishment  for  cop-kill- 
ers, I  yawned. 

But  lately  I've  begun  to  appreciate  just 
how  vulnerable,  how  downright  delicate 
our  boys  in  blue  really  are. 

What  brought  this  home  to  me  was  a  re- 
cent incident  at  Toronto's  52  Division.  It 
would  appear  that  someone  wishing  to  be- 
stow Christmas  cheer  put  LSD  in  the  sta- 
tion's coffee  urn.  According  to  media  re- 
ports, four  of  the  boys  "began  acting  ab- 
normally," something  which,  until  that 
moment,  I  had  assumed  was  a  requirement 
for  the  job. 

The  four  were  rushed  to  hospital.  Two  of 
the  stout  lads  went  back  to  work  the  next 
day.  But,  two  weeks  later,  two  others  were 
still  manfully  struggling  to  recover,  com- 
plaining of  memory  lapses  (a  habit  which 
police  brutality  probes  had  convinced  me 
was  another  job  requirement)  and  stomach 
problems. 

The  little  melodrama  brought  back  last 
summer's  tragic  revelation  that  our  cops, 
although  terrified  of  the  ever-present 
danger  of  being  shot,  couldn't  bring 
themselves  to  wear  bullet-proof  \ests 
because  they  were  too  hot  and  —  well  gee 
—  just  not  oomf)  enough. 

Now  really,  could  those  boys  last  a  night 
on  the  dance  club  circuit? 

John  Moroau 
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Coining 
in  future 


Sex,  surveillance 
and  death 

Ed  Jackson  investigates  the 

facts  behind  the  shopping 

mall  washroom  busts  in  the 

Niagara  region  —  the  latest 

of  which  led  to  the  suicide 

of  one  entrapped  man. 

Pleasure 
and  danger 

Lee  Waldorf  talks  with 

Carole  Vance,  editor  of 

Pleasure  and  Danger,  the 

new  collection  on  female 

sexuality  —  and  Sue 

Golding  reviews  the  book. 

The 
unkindest  cut? 

Robin  Hardy  looks  behind 

the  medical  mystification 

and  curious  psychology  of 

the  most  common  form  of 

genital  mutilation  — 

circumcision. 

More  on  gay 
men's  theatre 

Who  are  the  people  behind 
the  current  rash  of  gay 
plays,  and  what  do  they 
want?  A  discusion  with 
writer/actors  A  ndrew  A  Ity, 
Henry  van  Rijk  and  Neil 
Bartlett,  among  others,  and 
a  special  look  at  the  work  of 
the  popular  Toronto  direc- 
tor, Sky  Gilbert. 
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DOWNTOWN 

Edwards  Books  &  Art,  421  Bloor  E 
W  H  Smith,  Hudson's  Bay  Centre, 

Bloor  &  Yonge 
Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Books  &  Chocolates.  584  Parliament 

Parliament  Smoke  &  Gift,  609  Parliament 

Chaps,  9  Isabella 

Hitch-n-Post,  529  Yonge 

Records  on  Wheels.  621  Yonge 

Longhouse  Book  Shop,  630  Yonge 

Book  City,  663  Yonge 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

Min-A-Mart.  557  Church  St 

Toolbox,  18  Eastern 

Cameo  Club,  95  Trinity 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

Mottel  Book  Shop.  329  Yonge 

Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Time  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Club  Baths,  231  Mutual 

This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

1 10  Queen E 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star  Building, 

Yonge  &  Queen's  Quay 

World's  Biggest  Bookstore 

20  Edward  St 

Roman  II  Health  &  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  The  Atrium,  595  Bay  | 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  34  Adelaide  W 

Classic  Bookshop,  Royal  Bank  Plaza,  200  Bay 

W  H  Smith.  TO  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

Lovecralt,  63  Yorkville 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

University  Bookroom,  63A  St  George 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room.  333  Bloor  W 

Book  City,  501  Bloor  W 

Textbook  Store,  U  of  T  Campus 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room,  180  Bloor  W 

A  S  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop,  273  College 

All  Booked  Up,  Village-by-the-Grange, 

105McCaul 

Pages  Book  Stores,  256  Queen  W 

Edwards  Books  &  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Barracks,  56  Widmer 

EAST  TORONTO 

Beaches  Book  Shop.  2199  Queen  E 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Booksmith.  201 2B  Queen  E 

Garfield,  Gerrard  Square. 

Gerrard  &  Pape 

NORTH  TORONTO 

Nu-Claire's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bayview 

Bookworks,  2409  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 

McPherson  Discount  Variety,  214  Macpherson 

WEST  TORONTO 

Bloor  Discount  Variety,  610  Bloor  W 

EAST  YORK 

Thorncliffe  News  Stand.  45  Overlea 

NORTH  YORK 

York  University  Bookroom. 
Keele  &  Steeles  campus 

MISSISSAUGA 

Insight  Books.  Sheridan  Mall 


advisory  board  members,  but  they  parti- 
cipate as  individuals,  not  as  representa- 
tives of  their  organizations.  They  include 
Archbishop  Adam  Exner  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  Winnipeg,  Rab- 
bi M  S  Stern  of  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba, Dr  Eleanor  Loewen,  an  educational 
consultant  with  the  Conference  of  Men- 
nonites  in  Canada  and  Major  John 
Nelson  of  the  Salvation  Army. 

The  as-yet  unnamed  monthly  will  have 
an  initial  distribution  of  100,000  copies, 
distributed  free  of  charge  door-to-door  in 
Winnipeg. 

The  magazine  will  be  financed  by 
advertisements  and  by  money  raised 
through  fund-raising  drives.  The  estimat- 
ed start-up  cost  is  $250,000  and  donations 
have  been  collected  from  many  private  in- 
dividuals. Gillian  RodgersonD 

Accused  and  Crown 
delay  Back  Door  trial 

The  trial  of  the  accused  in  the  charges 
arising  from  the  1983  raid  on  the  Back 
Door  Gym  and  Sauna  in  Toronto  has 
been  postponed  until  February  7. 

The  trial  had  been  scheduled  to  begin 
last  December  17.  Provincial  Court  Judge 
John  Kerr  denied  a  Crown  motion  De- 
cember 6  to  delay  the  trial.  The  Crown 
sought  the  delay  because  much  of  its  evi- 
dence was  under  judicial  seal  pending  the 
outcome  of  a  constitutional  challenge  to 
the  right  of  the  Crown  to  retain  posses- 
sion of  the  material.  Earlier,  Ontario  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  David  Henry  ruled 
that  the  evidence  had  been  obtained  by 
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Once  upon  a  time 

Five  years  ago: 

February  5,  1980:  Despite  earlier  con- 
sultations with  gay  organizations,  Al- 
berta Human  Rights  Commision 
chairman  Bob  Lundrigan  recom- 
mended a  package  of  amendments  to 
the  province's  Individual's  Rights 
Protection  Act  that  did  not  include 
protection  for  gays. 
February  6,  1980:  A  meeting  between 
gay  groups  and  the  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission  was  postponed  after  Van- 
couver's Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equali- 
ty withdrew  to  protest  the  Commis- 
sion's failure  to  invite  lesbian 
representatives. 

February  15,  1980:  A  dozen  gay  men 
leafletted  movie-goers  at  the  Toronto 
opening  of  William  Friedkin's  Cruis- 
ing, saying  the  movie  suggested  "some 
intrinsic  connection  between  our  sex- 
uality and  violence  and  death." 

Ten  years  ago: 

January  18  &  19, 1975:  Representatives 
of  13  Ontario  gay  organizations  met  in 
Toronto  to  found  the  country's  first 
provincial  gay  coalition,  the  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario. 
January  24  &  25, 1975:  More  than  200 
women  gathered  in  Montreal  for  a  na- 
tional lesbian  conference  which  fea- 
tured discussions  on  monogamy  and 
lesbian  separatism. 
February  6, 1975:  Ontario  racing 
steward  John  Damien  was  dismissed 
from  his  post  with  the  Ontario  Racing 
Commission  by  an  official  who  admit- 
ted he  was  firing  Damien  because  he 
was  gay. 

February  14, 1975:  For  the  first  time 
Winnipeg's  Gays  for  Equality  set  up 
an  information  table  at  the  Manitoba 
NDP's  annua!  conference,  but  only 
after  responding  to  the  party's  initial 
refusal  by  informing  the  media  and 
threatening  to  picket. D 


unconstitutional  means. 

Both  defence  lawyers  and  the  Crown 
have  agreed  to  this  new  delay  in  the  trial 
for  reasons  which  neither  will  make 
public.  KenPopertD 

Test  shows  AIDS  bug 
well-established  here 

A  test  of  402  Montreal  gay  men  has 
found  that  28  percent  of  those  tested  have 
been  exposed  to  HTLV-3,  the  virus  be- 
lieved to  cause  AIDS. 

The  finding  is  the  first  confirmation 
that  new  cases  of  AIDS  in  Canadian  gay 
men  are  not  necessarily  due  to  contact 
with  US  gays.  Although  the  first  cases  in 
this  country  were  probably  acquired  in 
that  way,  the  study  shows  that  the  virus  is 
present  in  Canada's  gay  community. 

The  Montreal  tests  were  for  exposure 
to  the  virus,  not  for  acquisition  of  the 
syndrome.  There  is  no  test  at  present  for 
determining  whether  an  exposed  person 
will  become  ill,  develop  immunity  to  the 
virus  or  pass  it  on  to  others. 

The  test  was  conducted  by  Dr  Norbert 
Gilmore,  one  of  the  country's  top  AIDS 
experts,  in  August  and  September.  Of  the 
402  men,  44  already  had  AIDS  or  PLS 
(persistent  lymphadenopathy  syndrome, 
thought  to  be  a  milder  form  of  AIDS  not 
fatal  in  a  majority  of  cases).  Of  the  other 
358  men  who  didn't  show  any  AIDS  or 
PLS  symptoms,  100  tested  positive  for 
HTLV-3. 

Tests  in  San  Francisco  have  indicated 
that  up  to  two-thirds  of  gay  men  in  that 
city  have  been  exposed  to  HTLV-3.  Tests  in 
European  cities  show  figures  ranging 
from  20  to  33  percent. 

Although  Montreal  has  almost  as 
many  AIDS  cases  as  Toronto,  only  about 
half  of  the  Montreal  cases  are  gay  men, 
whereas  in  Toronto  and  elsewhere  in 
Canada,  gay  men  constitute  up  to  100 
percent  of  the  AIDS  cases. 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto □ 
• 
As  of  January  8,  the  Laboratory  Centre 
for  Disease  Control  in  Ottawa  had 
recorded  a  total  of  165  adult  cases  of  Ac- 
quired Immunodeficiency  Syndrome  in 
Canada.  In  out  last  report  (TBP,  Janu- 
ary), the  total  stood  at  147  cases  as  of 
November  13.  Of  the  current  total  1 13  (68 
percent)  are  gay  or  bisexual  men,  of 
whom  53  have  died. 

Because  of  a  delay  in  reporting,  figures 
for  Ontario  reflect  the  situation  as  of 
December  18,  1984. 


Gay  or 

bisexual 

Total 

Number 

Deaths 

Que 

63 

26 

16 

Ont 

57 

49 

21 

BC 

31 

27 

10 

Aha 

8 

8 

5 

NS 

3 

2 

0 

Sask 

1 

1 

1 

Man 

1 

0 

0 

Nfld 

1 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  New  Bruns- 
wick or  Prince  Edward  Island. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by  call- 
ing the  following  organizations: 

Halifax  Gay  Health  Association,  c/o 
Gayline,  (902)423-1389; 

Montreal  AIDS  Resource  Committee, 
c/o  Gay  Montreal  Association,  (514) 
933-2395; 

The  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto, 
(416)  926-1626; 

Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403) 
424-8361; 

AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)  867-2437. 

KenPopertLTl 


NETWORK 


Student  reporters  get  the  goods  at  Halifax  CUP  meet 


The  first  Lesbian  and  Gay  Resource 
Room  at  the  Canadian  University  Press 
(CUP)  conference  December  26-January  3 
in  Halifax  was  declared  a  success  by  par- 
ticipants despite  some  displays  of 
homophobia. 

Dalhousie  Gazette  delegate  Elizabeth 
Donovan  said  this  year's  gay  caucus  was 
"larger  and  more  active  than  at  last  year's 
CUP  conference."  Between  15  and  20  of 
the  175  conference  delegates  joined  the 
gay  caucus.  Caucus  members  kept  a  high 
profile  by  wearing  pink  triangles  and  but- 
tons reading  "Dykes"  and  "Human 
Rights  are  Gay  Rights."  They  also  plas- 
tered the  walls  with  posters  announcing 
meetings. 

The  resource  room  housed  a  large  col- 
lection of  gay-related  material  and  a  vid- 
eotape machine  for  screening  Lianna  and 
the  Naked  Civil  Servant.  Gay  and  lesbian 
delegates  used  the  room  to  meet  and  to 
produce  Pink  Pages,  the  lesbian /gay  con- 
ference newsletter.  The  room  was  open  to 
heterosexual  delegates  for  one  hour  each 
day. 

The  constant  presence  of  visible  gays 
and  lesbians  brought  homophobic  feel- 
ings to  the  surface.  Posters  reading  "Fag- 
busters"  appeared,  bearing  gay  and  lesbi- 
an symbols  in  a  slashed  circle.  And  out- 
side the  conference  hotel  an  arcade  and  a 
bar  posted  signs  reading  "Gays  and  les- 
bians prohibited"  and  "No  gays  al- 
owed."  One  of  the  signs  was  removed 
after  complaints  from  conference 
organizers. 

The  conference  passed  a  motion  by  the 
caucus  ensuring  a  resource  room  at  all 
CUP  national  conferences  and  encour- 
aging them  at  regional  meetings. 

Robert  Stood  ley  D 

Atlantic  health  care  seminar 
set  for  end  of  March 

A  seminar  for  Atlantic  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  health  care  and  social  services  will 
take  place  March  30  and  31  in  Halifax. 

Facilitators  will  help  participants  ex- 
plore these  topics:  Getting  to  Know  Each 
Other;  Sharing  Our  Hopes  and  Fears  as 
Gay  Professionals;  Articulating  the  Spe- 
cial Needs  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Clients; 
and  Building  a  Network  of  Atlantic  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Professionals. 

A  night  out  on  the  town  is  planned  and 
billeting  and  car-pooling  services  will  be 
available. 

Physicians,  psychologists,  social  work- 
ers, nurses,  orderlies,  CNAs  and  social 
service  workers,  working  or  not,  are  invit- 
ed to  attend.  A  registration  fee  of  $25, 
due  February  28,  includes  everything  ex- 
cept meals  and  the  night  out.  Write  AGP 
Seminar,  6046  Williams  St,  Halifax,  NS 
B3K  1E9,  or  call  Ken  Belanger  at 
902-425-6967.  □ 


Credit  due 


In  our  rush  to  the  printer  last  month,  a 
number  of  credits  which  should  have 
gone  into  "Goodbye  1984"  on  pages  8 
and  9  of  our  January  issue  got  left  in  the 
typesetting  machine. 

The  photo  of  outgoing  Toronto  police 
chief  Jack  Ackroyd  posed  coquctishly 
with  his  new  car  should  have  been  credit- 


ed to  the  Toronto  Star,  credit  for  the 
photo  of  Allan  Hicox,  whose  name  we 
misspelled,  should  have  gone  to  Angles's 
David  Myers;  the  photo  of  members  of 
the  Not-so  Amazon  Softball  League  was 
taken  by  our  own  Sonja  Mills;  and  the 
cartoon  of  Toronto  Mayor  Art  Eggleton 
with  heterosexual  dog  was  drawn  by 
Adrienne  Matte.  □ 


Postage  due 


A  recent  mailing  to  a  number  of 
organizations  and  individuals  from  the 
Archives  for  the  Protection  of  Gay 
History  and  Literature  requested 
responses,  but  might  have  a  hard  time 
getting  them:  the  return  address  given 
was  incorrect.  The  Archives  apologizes 
for  the  error  and  asks  us  to  tell  you  that 
their  correct  address  is:  APGHL,  Box 
6368,  Stn  A,  St  John,  NB  2EL  4R8.D 


BI/ NATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL 

Alcoholics  Anonymous,  International  Advisory  Council  lor  Homo- 
sexual Men  and  Women.  Box  492.  Village  Sin.  New  York.  NY 
10014 

i  "1  Archives  tor  the  Protection  ot  Gay  History  and  Literature.  Box 
6368.  Stn  A,  Saint  John.  NB  E2L  4R8. 
D  Atlantic  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association/Association  des  Lesbi- 
ennes  et  des  gaies  de  I'Atlantique.  contact  GAE  (Halifax),  FLAG 
(Fredencton)  or  Northern  Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB) 

Bisexuals  International,  Box  107.  2039  Walnut  St.  Philadelphia. 
PA  19103.  USA.  (215)  634-6244,  Sun-Fn,  11  pm-3am 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639.  Stn  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1G2 
(416)364-2759 

□  Dignity/Canada/Dignite,  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB  R3C  3R2 
(204)772-4322. 

D  Foundation  lor  the  Advancement  ot  Canadian  Transsexuals,  Box 
291 ,  Sin  A.  Hamilton.  ON  L8N  3C8  (416)  529-7884  SW  Ontario 
Ms  R  M  Schwaruentruber,  21  Cherry  St.  Kitchener.  ON  N2G  2C5 
(519)576-5248 

Gay  Interest  Group,  Canadian  Library  Association.  Box  1912. 
Winnipeg.  MBR3C3R2. 

International  Gay  Association.  International  Secretariat,  c/o 
RFSL,  Box  350.  S-101  24  Sweden,  ph:  46-8-848050/845576  Ac- 
tion Secretariat  and  Women's  Secretariat,  c/o  NVIH  COC.  Rozen- 
straatl.  1016  NX  Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands  ph 
31-20-234596 

International  Lesbian  Information  Service  (ILIS).  Box  45.  00251 
Helsinki  25.  Finland  ph  358-0-635571 . 

Lesbians  Across  Canada  Meet  and  Mate  Association,  c/o 
S  O'Reilly.  Box  1647.  Stn  E.  Victoria.  BC  V8W2Y1   Personalized 
contact  and  correspondence  service  lor  women. 

Ligo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj.  gay  Esperanto  organiza- 
tion. 100  Crerar  Ave.  Ottawa,  ON  K1Z  7P2 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792.  Stn  F.  Toronto.  ON 
M4Y  2N7 

North  American  Transvestite-Transsexual  Contact  Service.  Box 
3.  Athens.  Ohio  45701,  USA  (206)  624-8266 

Section  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology,  c/o  Canadian 
Psychological  Association.  558  King  Edward  Ave.  Ottawa.  ON 
KIN  7N6 

Seventh-day  Adventist  Kinship  Canada.  Box  408.  Stn  C.  Toron- 
to. ON  M6J  3P5  (416)533-5896 

Seventh-day  Adventist  Kinship  International.  Inc.  Box  1233.  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90078-1 233  USA  (213)  876-2076 
Young,  Box  408.  Stn  C.  Toronto,  ON  M6J  3P5 

Women's  Archives.  Box  928.  Stn  0,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  2P1 


YUKON 

Whitehorse 

Lesbian  support  group,  c/o  Yukon  Status  ot  Women.  302 
SteelesSt  Y1A2C5 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

AFFIRM  Gays  and  Lesbians  ol  the  United  Church  In  BC  Box 
46586.  Stn  G.  Vancouver  V6R  4G8  (604)  738-7557  Support 
group  and  educational  resources 

Duncan 

The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Ouncan  73  Cor 
onanon  Ave  V9L  2S8  Holds  monthly  discussion  groups  in 
members  homes 

Kamloops 

Thompson  Area  Gay  Group  Box  3343.  V2C  6B9  Welcomes 
women  and  men  to  regular  meetings,  discussions  social  events 
Into  newsletter,  peer  support  Inendship 


Kelowna 

Okanagan  Gay  Organization  Mutual  support  The  group  can  be 
contacted  directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre. 
(604)  763-8008 

Nanaimo 

The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Nanaimo  Box  127 

V9R  3K7  (604)  758-3558  IGCC  holds  monthly  socials  last  Sat  ol 
each  month  at  the  Double  Dragon  Restaurant.  9  pm 

Port  Alberni 

□  The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Port  Alberni.  Box 

158,  V9Y  1R1   (604)  724-4914. 


Port  Hardy 


□  North  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  and  Intormation  Group 

Box  1404,  Port  Hardy.  BC,  VON  2P0 


Prince  Rupert 


Gay  People  ol  Prince  Rupert  Box  881 .  V8J  3Y1 
(604)  624-4982  (eve) 

Revelstoke 

□  Lothlorien.  Box  8557.  Sub  1 ,  V0E  3G0  Into,  friendship, 
hospitality. 

Terrace 

Northern  Lesbians.  RR  2,  Box  50.  Usk  Store.  V8G  3Z9 

Vancouver 

□  AIDS  Vancouver,  Box  4991,  MP0,  V6B  4A6  Ph: 
(604)  687-AIDS 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay),  (604)  733-4590  (men). 
(604)  929-2585  (women) 

□  Archives  Collective,  Box  3130.  MP0,  V6B  3X6 

□  Bisexual  Women's  Group  Monthly  meetings  Call  Joyce  at 
251-6090 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative  Radio.  337 
Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4  Thursat  7  30  pm.  102.7  MHz  FM 

□  Daughters  Unlimited.  Joyce  (604)  251-6090  (Plans  lo  open  a 
women's  club  ) 

□  Dignity/Vancouver.  Box  3016.  V6B3X5  (604)  684-7810 

□  Dogwood  Monarchist  Society.  303-1 150  Burnaby  St.  V6E  1P2 

□  English  Bay  Swim  Club,  c/o  4249  Birchwood  Crescent.  Burnaby 
V5H  4E6  Meets  Thurs.  6  pm  at  Vancouver  Acqualic  Centre  Into 
(604)  433-8000  (Ken)  or  669-6696  (Roy) 

□  Frontrunners  (running/jogging)  Call  Erik  (604)  687-3238  or 
Rick  (604)  590-4665 

G  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  BC  NDP  (604)  669-5434 

□  The  Gay  Library.  1244  Seymour  St.  Box  2259  MPO.  Vancouver. 
BC  V6B  3W2   (604)  327-9883  or  688-1006 

□  Gay  Fathers  ol  Vancouver,  Box  3785.  V6B3Z1 
(604)  688-6590. 

□  Gay  Festival  Society,  Box  34397.  Stn  D.  V6J  4P3 
(604)  687-7129 

□  Gay  Leisure  Link  (GLL).  Box  4662.  V6B  4A1 

□  Gay/Lesbian  Law  Association,  c/o  Law  Students  Assoc.  Faculty 
ot  Law.  U  ot  BC.  V6T  1W5  (604)  228-4638 

□  Gay  Rights  Union.  Box  3130.  MPO,  V6B  3X6  (604)  731-9605 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  Bldg.  U  ol 
British  Columbia.  V6T  1W5  (604)228-4638  Meets  Thurs  at 
12:30  pm  (see  The  Ubyssey  for  room). 

□  Gazebo  Connection  (business  &  professional  women  s  group). 
382-810  W  Broadway.  V5Z4C9  (604)984-8744 

]  Greater  Vancouver  Business  Association,  c/o  Dwayne  Sullivan. 
941  Davie  St.  V6Z  1 B9 

Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends  Box  34161  Stn  D 
V6J4N1   (604)873-2925 

□  Knights  ol  Malta.  Dogwood  Chapter  Society.  Box  336-810  West 
Broadway.  V5Z  1J8 

Lambda  (Gay  Al-Anon)  Joe  at  (604)  689-7681  or  Mike  at 
327-8423 

Legal  Advice  Clinic.  1244  Seymour  St  (VGCCl  Mon.  7  30  pm 
Free  advice  and  referrals 

Lesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers'  Political  Action  Group  Box 
65804.  Sin  F.  V5N  5L3  (604)  251-6090 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association  c/o  Gay  People  ol 
UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  Bldg.  UBC.  V6T  1W5 

Lesbian  Drop-In,  322  W  Hastings,  every  Wed.  7  30  pm 
(604)  684-0523 

Lesbian  Inlormation  Line.  (604)  734-1016  Thurs.  Sun 
7-10  pm 

Lesbian  Feminist  Power  and  Trust  Association  Consensual  S/M 
support,  education  and  action  group  Box  65868,  Stn  F,  V5L  5L3 

Lesbian  Mothers'  Delense  Fund  Box  65804.  Stn  F.  V5N  5L3 
(604)  255-6910  Polluck  brunches  last  Sun  ol  month 

The  Lesbian  Show  Co-op  Radio  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4 
102  7  MHz  FM.  Thurs,  8  30  pm 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  Box  5178  V6B  4B2 
(604)  681-8525  Services  Sun.  7  30  pm.  at  1811  W  16th  Ave  (at 
Buriard) 

Native  Cultural  Society  (gay  native  social  group)  c/o  H 
McGillivary  1244  Robson  St.  V6E  1C1   (604)  688-2645 

Pacific  Wave  TV  show  by  gay  people  about  gay  lite  culture  and 
art  Regulai  monthly  and  special  programmes  837  Bidwell  St 
V6G2J7  (604)689  5661 

Parents  and  Friends  ol  Gays  1604)  988  7786 

Rights  ol  Lesbians  (Subcommittee  ol  Federation  of  Women  I 
Box  24687.  Stn  C  V51  416 

Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defense  Fund  i  o  Gay  Rights  Union 

SEARCH  c/oVGCC  Into  and  counselling  (604)689  1039 
7 10  pm 

Sherwood  Forest  non  prolit  gay  introduction  service 
1604)  251  2789 

Spokes  i  gay  bicycle  club)  Box  2259  MPO  V5Z  1Y9 
(604)  879-6623  (Michael) 

Vancouver  Activists  in  S/M  |VASM)  call  Geoiqe 
(604)  594  3632  An  educational  organization  with  a  monthly 
newsletter 


Vancouver  VD  Clinic.  Rm  100.  828  W  10th  Ave  (near  Gen  Hosp) 
(604)  874-2331.  Ext  220 

Vancouver  Gay  Athletic  Association,  c/o  1018  Burnaby  St 
(604)681-2424 

Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre.  11 70  Bute  St.  N'  4:  Box 
2259.  MPO.  V6B3W2  (604)684-6869  Services  programmes, 
magazine 

Vancouver  Lesbian  Connection  Box  65961,  Stn  F,  V5W  5L4 
We  are  planning  to  establish  a  maior  social  and  political,  self- 
supporting  centre  for  lesbians  in  Vancouver  and  vicinity  Please 
share  your  experiences  with  us  We  need  your  help  so  that  we  can 
choose  the  best  plan  of  action  ' ' 

Vancouver  Men's  Chorus.  1270  Chestnut  St  V6J  4R9  Rehear- 
sals every  Wed.  7  30  pm,  at  the  Vancouver  Academy  ol  Music  For 
inlormation  phone  Kevin  at  (604)  731  -1 779  or  Larry  at  734-8802 

West  End  Softball  Association  Box  161 .1018  Homer  St. 
V6B  4W9  Call  Frank  Hamper  (604)  255-4410 

West  End  Volleyball.  222-1500  Pendrell  Si  (604)  669-6696 

Women  in  Focus  204-456  W  Broadway.  V5Y  1R3 
(604)  872-2250 

Young  Gay  People  c/o  SEARCH 
□  Younger  Lesbian  Drop-In  every  Sal.  3-5  pmat  1349  Burrard 

Zodiac  Fraternal  Society  Box  33872  Sin  D  V6J  4L6 

Vernon 

Vernon  Alternative  Lifestyle  RR6.  Site  17.  Comp19.  V1T  6Y5 

Victoria 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay).  (604)  383-9862 

Dignity  Victoria  Box  845.  Stn  E.  V8W  2R9  (604)  385-1559 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Organization  ol  the  University  of  Victoria  |GL0) 

SUB.  Univ  of  Victoria.  Box  1700.  V8W  2Y2 
Gay  Mens  Group.  2612  Victor  St  V8R  1N3  (604)  595-6782 
The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Victoria  Box  695 

StnE.  V9W  2P9  (604)  381-7662.  Operates  "The  Gay  Cafe  "  at 

James  Bay  Community  Centre.  140  Oswego  St  Sundays. 

8  30-1 1  30  pm.  with  coffee  or  tea  all  night  for  $2  cover  charge 
Need  (Victoria  Crisis  Line)  (604)  383-6323.  24  hrs  Some  gay 

into  available 

[  Womyn's  Coffee  House.  1923  Fernwood  Every  Wed  evening 


West  Kootenay  region 


West  Kootenay  Gays  and  Lesbians  Box  642.  Nelson  V1L  4K5 
Offering  friendship  a  newsletter ,  into  and  social  events  Potluck 
third  Sunday  of  month.  3-7  pm.  contaci  Nelson  Community  Ser- 
vices Centre (604)  352-3504  (24  hrs) 


ALBERTA 

Provincial 

□  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA)  Box  1852. 
Edmonton  T5J  2P2 

Alberta  TV  and  TS  Contact  Club.  Box  4667.  Calgary.  AB 
T2T  5P1  Transvestive  and  transsexual  contact  service 


Calgary 


□  Apollo  —  Friends  in  Sports  Box  6481.  Stn  D,  T2P  2E1  Provides 
recreational  activities  to  the  gay  community,  including  volleyball, 
slowpitch.  curling,  bowling,  dances  car  rallies  and  skiing  Hosts 
annual  Western  Cup  Volleyball  Tournament  Open  lo  men  and 
women  Into  Gay  Lines.  (403)  234-8973 

Camp  181  Association.  Box 965.  Stn  T.  T2H  2H4  Dances, 
campouts.  sports  and  other  activities  lor  lesbians  and  gays 

□  Dignity/Calgary.  Box  1414,  Stn  M,  T2P  2L6 

□  Gay  Leisure  Link.  Non-challenging,  non-sexual  social  organiza- 
tion Box  1812,  Sin  M.T2P2L8 

□  Gay  Lines,  (403)  234-8973  Community  inlormation. 

□  Gay  Political  Action  Committee,  c/o  Box  2943  Stn  M.  T2P  3C3 
Education  and  lobbying 

Imperial  Court  ol  the  Chinook  Arch.  (403)  282-6393  Entertain- 
ments and  social  events 

Lesbian  Inlormation  Line.  (403)  265-9458  Tues-Fn.  8-10  pm. 
with  24  hr  answering  service  Operated  by  Womyn's  Collective 

Lesbian  Mothers  Lynn  at  (403)  264-6328  or  275-8362.  or  call 
LIL  Potluck  first  Sun  ol  each  month 

Lesbian  Outreach  and  Support  Team  Box  6093  Stn  A. 
T2H  2L4   (403)281-2895 

Lesbians  and  Gays  at  University  ol  Calgary.  Students  Club. 
MacEwan  Hall.  U  of  Calgary,  T2N  1N4 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  204-16  Ave.  NW,  T2M  0H4 
(403)  277-4004  Services  Sun  11  30  am  and  7  pm  at  above 
address 

New  Horizons  (physically  disabled  gays)  c/o  1927  30lh  St  SW. 
T3E  2L5  Or  phone  Gay  Lines  (403)234-8973 

Womyn's  Collective  (403)  265  9458  Dances  library,  lesbian 
drop-ins  every  Tues  Sponsors  LIL 

Edmonton 

Dignity  Edmonton  Dignite  Box  53  T5B  2B7  (403)  469-4286 

Edmonton  Roughnecks  Recreation  Association  c  o  GATE  Vol- 
leyball, sotlball.  gymnastics 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  Box  1852  T5J  2P2  Office 
10173-104  St  (403)424-8361    Info  and  counselling  Mon-Sat 
7-10  pm.  Sun  2  5  pm  Also  coffeehouses  socials  newsletter 
resource  library 

Gay  Fathers  &  Lesbian  Mothers  For  into  call  (403)  424-8361 

Inter/Ed  Box12G  9820  104  St  T5K  0Z1  (403)421-7629 
(Jim) 

Mandate  Sober  an  AA  group  lor  men  and  women  Unitarian 
Church.  12530  HO  Ave  Saturdays  8pm  Closed  discussion,  last 
Saturday  of  the  month  >s  open  AA  Central  oldce  |403)  482  6783 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  ol  Edmonton  Box  1312 
T5J  2M8  (4031438  5168  Sunday  worship  at  7  30  pm  126 
Street    1 10  Avenue 

Privacy  Delence  Committee      0  Box  1852.  T5J  2P2 

Royalist  Social  Society  ol  Northern  Alberta  t  imperial  Court  of  the 
Wild  Rose)   10820  38  Av  NW  T6E  2E6 

The  Vocal  Minority  to  educale  the  general  population  about 
the  multiplicity  and  richness  ot  our  lives  through  public  musical 
peilormances     |403l  4?6  !5l6or  426  1246 

Womonspace  a  social  and  recreational  group  tor  lesbian 
rnonsPtace  9976  n?Si  Pnone Jeanne  (4031 
433  3559  0«  Liz  986  0263 

Grande  Prairie 

The  Peace  Gay  Association  Bon    I  -oci*  and  sup 

port  gioup  lor  NW  Alberta 

Red  Deer 

Gay  Association  ol  Red  Deer  Box  356  UN  5E9 
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if  you  can't 
be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country. . . 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thing  or 
two  about  making  you  welcome. 

A  unique,  private  and  informal 
home  for  those  who  like  comfort, 
but  prefer  not  to  pay  luxury  prices. 
100K  north-west  of  Toronto. 
We'll  be  glad  to  send  further  infor- 
mation. 


Let  h  bridge 

Dignity  Lethbridge  Box  2262  T1J  4K7  Phoneline 
(403)  3270109.7-9  pm 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Provincial 

Affirm/Saskatchewan,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church 
422  Smallwood  Cres.  Saskatoon.  S7L  4S4 

Dignity/Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  friends),  Box  3181. 
rfegina  S4P  3G7 

Gay  Rights  Subcommittee.  Saskatchewan  Association  for 
Human  Rights.  305-116  3rd  Ave  S.  Saskatoon.  S7K  1L5 
(306)  244-1933 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre  (The  Zodiac  Club).  Box 
1893.  S6V  6J9  1-24  10th  St,  E  (306)  922-4650.  Phone  line  Wed- 
Thurs.  8-10  pm.  social  evenings  Fri-Sat.  10  pm-2  am 

Regina 

Rumours  (gay  community  centre).  2069  Broad  St  (back  en- 
trance) (306)522-7343 

Regina  Women's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre  219-1810 
Smith  Si,  S4P  2N3  (306)  522-2777,  352-7688 

Saskatoon 

nGay  &  Lesbian  Support  Services.  2 i 7-116  3rd  Ave  S  Operates 
Gayline  Mailing  address  Box  8581 

Gay/Lesbian  Community  Centre  Box  1662.  S7K  3R8  Phone 
Gayline  lor  into  on  dance  and  special  event  locations  and  dates 

□  Gayline.  (306)665-9129.  Mon-Thurs,  7  30-10  30  pm  Counsel- 
ling, support  groups  available 

"Gays  and  Lesbians  at  the  University  ot  Saskatchewan  (GLUS). 
Box  482,  Sub  PO  No  6,  S7N  0W0  Open  to  statt  and  students  of  the 
Saskatoon  campus,  holds  social  and  educational  events 

□  Lutherans  Concerned,  Box  8187,  S7K  6C5 


MANITOBA 

Portage-la-Prairie 

□  Bi-Women's  Support  Group,  Box  820,  R1N  3C3. 
(204)  857-5295.  For  bisexual  women 


Thompson 


'Gay  Friends  ot  Thompson,  Box  157,  R8N  1N2 


Winnipeg 


1 1  Affirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  the  United  Church  453 -3984 
(Eric)  or  452-2853  (Dave). 

[  TA  Little  Bit  of  Magic.  Inc.  A  non-profit  introduction  service  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  (204)  775-4838 

Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion.  Box  (912,  R3C  3R2 
(204)  452-1813.  786-3976.  Worship,  counselling,  library. 
D Dignity/Winnipeg.  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2. 
[IGay  AA  New  Freedom  Group.  Box  2481.  or  contact  through  Man- 
itoba Central  Office,  (204)  233-3508. 

Gay  AlAnon  Group  Info  Gays  for  Equality 
□  Gay  Community  Centre.  277  Sherbrooke  St  (204)786-1236  In- 
corporating Giovanni  s  Room,  a  cale  lor  lesbians  and  gay  men 
Open  every  day  except  Sunday  at  5  30  pm  Fully  licensed 

Gay  Fathers  Winnipeg.  Box  2221 .  R3C  3R5  786-3976  (Thurs 
eves,  7  30  pm-10pm) 
( IGay  Parents,  c/o  Gays  for  Equality 

Gays  for  Equality.  Box  27.  UMSU,  U  of  Manitoba.  R3T  2N2 
(204)  786-3976  Office.  Suite  2.  Gay  Community  Centre,  277 
Sherbrook  St  Counselling,  info,  rap  sessions,  public  education 
and  law  reform  Lesbian  counsellors  on  Tues  evenings 
I   Lesbian  Line.  (204)  786-3976,  Tues  evenings. 

!MsPurdy's226MainSt,  (204)  942-8212  Women's  bar 
(  IMutual  Friendship  Society,  Inc,  Box  427,  R3C  2H6 
(204)  774-3576  Social  and  educational  programmes  Operates 
Happenings  Social  Club.  272  Sherbrook  St 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society,  Box  2221 .  R3C  3R5  Variety  of 
social,  cultural  and  educational  activities 

Project  Lambda,  Inc,  Box  3911,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9 
(204)  772-1421   Lesbian/gay  community  service  organization 
Publishes  "Out  &  About,' '  gay  community  library,  community 
fund-raising  lor  medical,  library,  educational  and  counselling 
services 

Winnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  27.  UMSU.  U  of  Manitoba. 
R3T  2N2  (204)  786-3976.  Produces  "Coming  Out.''  weekly  half- 
hour  cable  broadcast 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  c/o  GFE 
'  University  ot  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association  Into 
(204)  786-3976 
I   Yourself.  Box  2790.  R3C  3R5  For  bisexual  men  and  women 


ONTARIO 

Provincial 

i  .Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box  822.  Stn  A,  Toronto 
M5W  1G3  (416)  533-6824 
Brethren/Mennonite  Council  lor  Gay  Concerns  (BMC)  Ontario. 

Box  2621.  Stn  P.  Kitchener,  ON  N2H  6N2 

Cornwall 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Cornwall.  Box  21 1 .  K6H  5S7  For  more 
info,  call  the  Gays  ot  Ottawa  Gayline.  (613)  238-1717 


Guelph 


Guelph  Gay  Equality.  Box  773,  N1H  6L8  Gayline 
(519)  836-4550,  24  hrs 
'  'Gays  Out  ol  Doors  (GOOD).  See  Kitchener /Waterloo 

Hamilton 

Foundation  tor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT  Niagara),  Box  291,  Sin  A,  L8N  3C8  (416)529-7884 

Gay  Archives/History  Project  for  Hamilton-Wentworth  (416) 
278-4713  Looking  lor  photos,  clippings,  personal  accounts  of  gay 
life  and  liberation  in  Hamilton,  especially  pre-1979 

Gay  Fathers  of  Hamilton  Support,  advice  Meets  twice  a  month 
Call  Gayline  for  info 

]  Gayline  Hamilton ,  info  on  all  groups  and  activities,  peer  counsel- 
ling (416)  523-7055  Wed-Sun.  7-11  pm 
r:Gay  Women's  Collective  c/o  Gayline  Meets  2nd  Mono!  month 


Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS)  a  meeting  ot  men  and 
women ,  young  and  old  with  discussions  and  speakers  Meets  on 
alternate  Weds.  Gay  Community  Centre.  Suite  207.  41  King  William 
St.  7  30  pm.  Call  Gayline  tor  further  into 
n  Mailing  address  lor  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44 
Sfn  B,  L8L  7T5 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  (Gay  AA).  Open  meetings  with  speakers,  lasl 
Sat  ot  every  month .  8  pm  All  Saints  Church  Parish  Hall ,  1 5  Queen 
St  (side  entrance). 


Kingston 


.  Queen's  Homophile  Association.  51  Queen's  Crescenl.  Queen's 
University,  K7L  2S7  (613)  547-5841  (24-hr  recorded  message, 
stalled  Mon-Fn,  7-9  pm  Drop-in  Thurs  evenings:  biweekly 
dances. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Gay  Libeiation  ol  Waterloo,  c/o  Federation  of  Students,  U  ot 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1  (519)  884-G10W  Coffeehouse  every 
Wed  al  8  30  pm.  Campus  Ctr,  rm  110 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme.  Tues,  6-8  pm.  CKMS- 
FM,  94.5  MHz.  105  7  MHz  on  Grand  River  Cable  200  University 
AveW  (519)886-CKMS 

□  Gays  ol  Wilfrid  Lauiier  University,  c/o  WLUSU.  Wilfred  Launer 
University.  75  University  Ave  W,  Waterloo 

□  Gays  Out  ot  Doors  (GOOD) ,  Box  2751 .  Kitchener  N2H  6N3  Out- 
door activities  and  social  club  (camping,  skiing,  canoeing,  cycling, 
picnics,  potluck  suppers  and  parties) 

□  Half  and  Half  Club.  A  non-profit  social  club  that  sponsors  a  bar 
and  disco  at  223  1/2  King  St  W  (use  Halls  Lane  entrance) 
(519)  749-9084  Mon-Sat,  8  pm-1  am.  Cover  Thurs-Sal 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  1491,  StnC.  Kit 
chener,  N2G  4P2 

□  Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  2741 .  Stn  B,  Kit- 
chener. N2H  6N3,  (519)579-3325, 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs.  6  to  8  pm,  CKMS- 
FM.94  5  MHz,  105  7  MHz  cable  Write  c/o  LOOK 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener.  Box  2422,  Stn  B,  Kitchener 
N2H  6M3  (519)  744-4863  Womyns  coffeehouse  first  Thurs  of 
month  at  85  Highland  Rd  W,  Kitchener 

London 

□  Gay  Youth  London,  c/o  HALO.  Meets  Thurs  at  7  pm.  2nd  floor. 
649  Colborne  St  (519)433-3762. 

□  Gayline,  (519)433-3551  Recorded  message  24  hrs/day  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs,  7-10  pm 

□  Homophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario  (HALO),  649  Colborne 
St,  N6A  3Z2,  (519)  433-3762  Coffee  House:  Sun  and  Mon. 

7-10  pm  Disco/Bar:  Fri  and  Saf .  9  pm-1  30  am 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724,  Sin  D,  N5W  5L7 
Services  Sun,  7,30  pm  at  Unitarian  Church,  29  Victoria  St  W.  north 
entrance  to  Gibbons  Park  Info:  Worship  Coordinator, 

(519)  433-9939  Rides:'(519)  432-9690 


Mississauga/Brampton 


□  GEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach,  Box  62,  Brampton  L6V  2K7 

□  Gayline  West,  (416)  453-GGC0  Peer  counselling 

□  Parents  of  Lesbians  and  Gays,  c/o  Mary  Jones.  35  Willis  Drive, 
Brampton,  ON  L6W  1B2.  (416)  457-4570. 


Niagara  Region 


□  Gay  Outreach  Niagara  (GO  Niagara).  An  organization  for  gay  men 
and  women  in  the  Niagara  Region  Box  261 .  St  Catharines.  ON 
L2R6S4 

□  Gay  Unity  Niagara.  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls  L2E  6V5. 


North  Bay 


□  Gay  Fellowship  of  North  Bay.  Box  665,  Callendar ,  ON  POH  1  HO 
Meetings  every  Sunday  lor  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  share  and 
discuss  our  problems  and  |oys  as  gay  persons 

Ottawa 

□  Oignity/Ottawa/Dignite,  Box  210',  Stn  D,  K1P  5W3 

□  Gay  People  at  Carleton,  c/o  CUSA.  Carleton  University  For  more 
info,  call  (613)  238-1717. 

□  GaysofOttawa/Gaisdel'Outaouais,  Box  2919,  Stn  D.  K1P  5W9 
GO  Centre,  175  Lisgar  St  open  7  30-10  30  pm  Mon-Thurs  Thurs 
lesbian  drop-in,  8  pm:  Fri:  social,  7  30  pm-1  am:  Sat:  women's 
night,  7:30  pm-1  am,  Sun:  AA  Live  &  Let  Live  group.  8  pm  Gay- 
line: (613)  238-1717  Mon-Fri  7:30-10  30  pm.  recording  other 
times.  Office  (613)  233-0152. 

I    Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/Jcunesse  Gai(e)  d  Ottawa/Hull  For  info 
call  or  write  Gays  of  Ottawa  Meeting/drop-in,  Wed  8  pm, 
175  Lisgar  St. 

:  Integrity/Ottawa,  (gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends)  c/o  St 
George's  Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St,  K2P  1N9. 
(613)  235-2516,  9-5,  Mon-Fri  Meets  2nd  and  4th  Weds  at 
7:30  pm,  at  St  George's 

Lesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays  on  Campus. 
c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street,  K1N  6N5 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  Group  for  gay  alcoholics  Contact  GO 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  2979,  Stn  0,  K1P  5W9 
(613)232-0241. 

n Parents  ot  Gays,  Box  9094,  K1G  3T8 


Peterborough 


□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Trent  and  Peterborough,  Box  2467, 
K9J  7Y8  (705)  742-6229  Office  hours  Mon  8-10  pm 


Sudbury 


□  Sudbury  All  Gay  Alliance.  Box  1092.  Stn  B.  Sudbury,  ON 
P3E  4S6 


Thunder  Bay 


Gays  of  Thunder  Bay.  Box  2155,  P7B  5E8.  (807)  345-8011 ,  Wed 
and  Fri  7  30-9  30  pm  Recording  other  times  Meets  1st  and  3rd 
Tues  Dances  held  monthly, 
I  INorlhern  Women's  Centre.  316  Bay  St.  P7B  1S1 
(807)  345-7802. 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto,  check  Out  in  The  City,  p  22 

Windsor 

AA  Acceptance  Group  —  Gay/Lesbian  Fellowship,  Box  7002. 
Sandwich  Postal  Stn,  N9C  3Y6  (519)973-4951. 

□  Gay/Lesbian  Information  Line,  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn, 
N9C3YC  (519)973-4951. 

I   Lesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus,  c/o  Students'  Activities 
Council,  U  of  Windsor  (519)973-4951   Rap  sessions  weekly 

□  Lesbian/Gay  Youth  Group,  c/o  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Postal  Stn. 
N9C  3Y6  (519)973-4951 
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QUEBEC 

Brome 


The  Capables.  Support  group  lor  bisexual  men  Coniacl  through 
Gay  Info  in  Montreal 

Charlevoix 

Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  de  Charlevoix.  CP  724  Cler- 
mont. GOT  1C0.  (418)  439-2080. 

Hull 

t  Association  gaie  de  louest  quebecois.  CP  1215.  succ  8. 
J8X  3X7  (819)778-1737 

Lennoxville 

Students  Against  Homophobia.  Box  1594.  Lennoxville  Campus. 
Lennoxville.  J1M  2A1 

Montreal 

Attirmer.  CP  471 .  succ  La  Cite.  H2N  2N9  Gays  in  the  United 
Church 

OAide  aux transsexuals  du  Quebec,  CP  363,  succC.  H2J  4K3 
(514)521-9302 

nAime-toi  (AA),  6518.  rue  St-Vallier.  H2S  2P7  (514)  524-5821 
For  gay  and  lesbian  alcoholics 

□  Alternatives,  3440  chemin  de  la  Cote-des-Netges.  H2J  1L2  For 
gay  male  drug  abusers 

□  Les  Archives  gaiesdu  Quebec,  c/o  Sortie,  Box  232.  Stn  C. 
H2L  4K1 

□  Association  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  1'Universite  de 
Montreal,  pavilion  Lionel-Groulx.  3200  Jean-Bnllant,  local  1267, 
H3T  1N8.  (514)  342-9236  (Jean-Pierre). 

□  Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  du  Quebec  (ADGQ),  CP  36. 
succ  C,  H2L  4J7  Office:  263  est  rue  Ste-Cathenne.  (514) 
843-8671.  Mon-Fri.  7-10  pm 

□  Association  des  bonnes  gens  sourdes  CP  764.  succ  R. 
H2J  3M4 

□  Atelier  de  theatre  gai,  Cegep  Rosemont,  6400  16e  Ave.  local 
A-418  (Michel  Breton). 

~  The  Capables.  c/o  Gay  Info,  support  group  tor  bisexual  men. 
"Meets  second  Weds  of  month.  3237.  rue  St-Antoine 

Collecnl  d  intervention  communautaire  aupres  des  gais 
(CICAG).  CP29.  succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V4,  (514)484-2602. 

□  Le  Collectil  du  triangle  rose,  c/o  Librairie  r  Androgyne 
Comite  gai-e  du  Cegep  du  Vieux-Montreal.  255  est.  Ontario. 

H2X  3M8  Mon,6pm. 

Communaule  homophile  chretienne,  Centre  Newman.  3484  rue 
Peel.  H3A  1W8  (514)  382-8467  For  Catholics. 

□  Contact-t-nous.  (514)861-6753  Venereal  disease  treatment 

□  Cote  a  Cote,  gay  couples  group  c/o  Gay  Into. 
CoteaCote  Radio centre-ville CINQ (102,3 FM).  (514) 

288-1601   Mon,  4  pm 

□  Dignity  Montreal  Dignite  Newman  Centre.  3484  Peel  St. 

H3A  1W8  (514)  392-6711  For  gay  catholics  and  friends  Monday 
7:30  pm 

Eglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal.  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP  610.  succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1   (514)  489-7845. 

□  Federation  canadienne  des  transsexuels  pour  le  Quebec.  16  rue 
Viau.VaudreuilJ7V1A7. 

□  Femmes  gaies  de  McGill.  3480,  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9.  (514) 
392-8920. 

Gai-ecoute  (hommes).  (514)  843-5652  Wed-Sat.  7-11  pm 

Gay  Fathers  of  Montreal,  c/o  Gay  Info 

Gay  Health  Clinic.  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des  Jeunes  de 
Montreal.  3465  Peel  Street.  H3A  1X1  (514)  842-8576  General 
practice.  Mon-Fri.  9-5  pm:  open  until  8  pm  Mon  &  Fri  only  Closed 
daily  12  30-1 :30  pm. 

□  Gay  Into.  CP1164.  succH,  H3G  2N1,  (514)  933-2395.  Thurs- 
Sat.  7-10  30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times.  Counselling  and 
information 

□  Gay  Physicians  ol  Montreal/les  medecms  gai(e)s  de  Montreal, 
a/s  2151 ,  rue  Lincoln.  N°  20,  H2H  1J2 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Social  Services.  5  rueWeredale  Pk.  Westmount 
H3Z  1Y5  (514)937-9581 

Gayline  c/o  Gay  Social  Services  Protect.  5  rue  Weredale  Pk, 
Westmount,  H3Z  1Y5  (514)  931-5330  (women),  Thurs  and  Sat, 
7-11  pm,  931-8668  (men).  7  days  a  week.  7-11  pm  Into  and  coun- 
selling in  English 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  McGill,  3480  rue  McTavish,  local  417. 
H3A  1X9.  (514)  392-8912 

Le  Gotland  (AA).  4652  rue  Jeanne-Mance  (514)728-3228  For 
lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics. 

Groupe  de  discussion  pour  lesbiennes.  5  Weredale  Park. 
H3Z  1Y5  (514)  932-9581  (Joanne  Stitt) 

Groupe  pour  lesbiennes  alcoohques  |AA)  6517  rueSt-Oenis 

Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends  Box  562.  Verdun 
H4G3E4  (514)766-9623 

Jeunesse  Lambda  Youth,  c/o  The  Yellow  Door.  3625  rue  Aylmer. 
2nd  lloor.  H2X  2C3. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  c/o  CUSA.  Concordia 
University.  1455  boul  de  Maisonneuveouesl,  H3G  1M8 
(514)  879-8406  Office  room  307.  2070  MacKay.  open  1-4  pm 
weekdays  Meetings  Thurs  at  4  pm  in  room  H-333-6 

Lesbiennes  a  I'ecoute.  (514)  843-5661  CP  36.  Succ  C. 
H2L4J7  Wed-Sat.7-11pm 

Librairie  I  Androgyne.  3642  boul  St  Laurent.  2nd  floor. 
H2X  2V4   (514)  842-4765 

ligue  Lambda  Inc.  CP  701.  succ  NH2X  2N2  (514)  526-1967 
(Claude)  or  523-8026  (Donald)  Sports  group 

Live  and  Let  Live  Alcoholics  Anonymous  group  lor  gay  men  and 
women  Tuesdays,  7  30  pm,  Rm  210.  5  Weredale  Park 

Naches  (gay  and  lesbian  Jews)  CP298.  succH.  H3G  2K8 
(514)  844  0863  or  4880849  Meels  at  the  Yellow  Door.  3625 
Aylmer  St,  Tuesat8pm 

Paralltles  Lesbiennes  et  Gais.  radio  programme.  Mon  19h30. 
CIBL-mt.  104,5  1691  Pie  IX.  local  402.  H1V  2C3  (514)  526-1489 
526-5387 

Parents  and  Families  ol  Gays  c/o  Gay  Into 

Productions  88  CP  188.  succ  C.  H2L  4K1 

Reunion  des  associations  gaits  et  lesbiennes  a  Montieal 
IRAGLAM)   Box  936  Stn  H.  H3G  SM9 

Services  communautaires  pour  lesbiennes  et  gais  du  Centre  des 
services  sociaux  Vine-Mart*  5  Weredale  Park  Westmount. 
H3Z  1Y5  (514)937-9581  (Joanne  Stilll 

Service  Jeunesse  tor  those  25  and  under  meets  every  Salur 
day.  8-10  pm  at  263  est.  rue  Ste  Catherine 

Travesties  a  Montreal  support  lor  transvestites  c/o  Gay  Info 

United  Church  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Ou*D*c/Las  Gais  et  Les- 
biennes de  I  Eglise  Unie  au  Quebec  c/o  United  Theological  Col 
lege.  3521  University  St  H3A  2A9  (514)392  6711 

Vlvrt  Gull)  (AA)  St  Jean  Anglican  Church  110  est  Ste  Calher 
me  H2X  IZ6  (514)7330757 


Quebec 

□  Centre  homophile  d'aide  et  de  liberation  175  Prince -Edouard. 
G1R4M8  (418)523-4997 

Groupe  gai  del' Universite  Laval.  CP2500.  Pavilion  Lemieux. 
Cite  universitaire.  Ste-Foy  G1K  7P4 
Ligue  Mardi-Gai.  (418)  529-6973  (Jean  Claude  Roy) 

Sherbrooke 

L  Association  pour  lepanouissement  de  la  communaule  gaie  de 
I'Estrie.  CP294.  J1H  5J1 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 
Fredericton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  Box  1556.  Sin  A.  E3B  5G2 
(506)  457-2156  Meets  2nd  Wed  ol  month 

Moncton 

Gais  et  Lesbiennes  de  Moncton.  CP  7102,  Riverview,  Nouveau 
Brunswick. 

Saint  John 

□  Archives  lor  the  Protection  ot  Gay  History  and  Literature.  Box 
6368.  StnA.  E2L  4R8 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  —  Saint  John  (LAGO-SJ).  Box 

6494.  StnA.  St  John,  E2L4R9. 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord  Box  990,  Caribou.  Maine  04736  USA 
Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/Victona/ 
Carlton,  NB.  Temiscouata.  Quebec,  and  Aroostook,  Maine)  Gay 
phoneline  (207)896-5888 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

Halifax 

□  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  Inc.  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal  Sin 
B3J  3K6  (902)429-4294 

□  Gayline  (902)  423-1389.  Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  Thurs-Sat,  7-10  pm.  Inlo.  referrals  and  peer  coun- 
selling 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In,  2nd  and  4th  Fri  ol  month.  1225  Barnngton  St 
Inlo  429-4063  Music  and  conversation 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  Group ,  lor  gay  alcoholics  Phone  or  write  GAE 

□  Rumours  (gay  community  centre).  1586  Granville  St.  (902) 
423-6814  Write:  Box  3611 .  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6 
"Sparrow,  (gay  and  lesbian  Christians  and  friends),  c/o  Box 
361 1 ,  South  Stn.  B3J  3K6  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm  (902)  425-6967 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Provincial 

□  Gay  Association  in  Newfoundland,  Box  1364  Stn  C.  St  John's. 
A1C5N5 

PUBLICATIONS 

□  Action!  Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 

□  Angles,  Box  2259,  MPO,  Vancouver.  BC  V5B  3W2 
(604)  684-6869. 

□  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 
(416)  364-6320 

□  Cas'attrape!!.  a  lesbian  monthly.  CP771,  Succ  C.  Montreal.  QC 
H2L4L6 

□  Communique,  Box 990,  Caribou.  Maine  04736.  USA 

□  FLAGMAG,  Box  1556,  StnA,  Fredericton,  NBE3B  5G2 

□  Flagrant,  Box  651,  Stn  E,  Victoria,  BC  V8W  2P3  Lesbian 
feminist. 

□The  Gay  Gleaner,  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  ABT5J  2P2 

□  Gay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls,  ON  L2E  6V5 

□  Gay  Phoenix  Box  44,  Stn  B,  Hamilton,  ON  L8L  7T5 
(416)  639-6050 

□  GEM  Journal.  Box  62.  Brampton.  ON  L6V  2K7 

□  Gender  Review,  a  publication  of  the  Foundation  lor  the  Advance- 
ment ol  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT),  primarily  ol  interest  to 
male-lo-lemale  transsexuals  Box  291,  StnA,  Hamilton,  ON 

L8N  3C8 

□  GLOW  Newsletter,  c/o  Federation  ot  Students,  U  of  Waterloo. 
Waterloo.  ON  N2L  3G1 

GO  Info.  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Stn  0. 
Ottawa.  ON  KIP  5W9 

Guelph  Gay  Equality  Newsletter  Box  773.  Guelph.  ON  N1H  6L8 

HALO  Newsletter.  649  Colborne  Street,  London,  ON  N6A  3Z2 

Lesbian/Lesbienne.  Box  70,  Stn  F.  Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2L4 

Metamorphosis,  a  publication  ol  interest  to  lemale-to-male 
transsexuals  Box  5963,  StnA,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1P4 

Network  Victoria,  Dept  7.  Box  4276,  Stn  A,  Victoria.  BC 
V8X  3X4  (902)381-2225. 

The  Open  Door,  rural  lesbian  newsletter  Northern  Lesbians 
(Collective).  RR  2,  Box  50.  Usk  Store.  Terrace,  BC  V8G  3Z9 

Perceptions  Box  8581.  Saskatoon.  SK  S7K  6K7 

Le  petit  BerdacJie  bi-monthly  information  bulletin  ol  AOGLO,  CP 
36,  Succ  C.  Montreal.  OC  H2L  4J7  (514)  843-8671 

Rencontres  Gaies.  Editions  Homeureux  Enr.  CP  245.  Succ  N. 
Montreal.  QC  H2X  3M4 

Rites  Box  65.  Stn  F.  Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2L4 

Sortie.  North  America's  major  French-language  gay  publication 
CP 232.  SuccC.  Montreal.  QCH2L4K1  (514)521-2732  Office 
4286.  rue  Boyer 

Target  newsletter  ol  the  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society. 
Box  695.  Stn  E  Victoria.  BC  V9W  2P9 

Thompson  Area  Gay  Group  Newsletter  Box  3343.  Kamloops  BC 
V2C  6B9 

Thunder  Gay  c/o  Box  2155  Thunder  Bay  ON 


GET  YOUR  GROUP 
INTO  NETWORK! 

Network  is  TBP's  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
throughout  Canada  and  Ouebec  It's  a  way  ol  letting 
people  in  your  part  ot  the  country  know  what's  happen- 
ing, and  a  way  of  getting  others  involved 

We  It  gladly  change,  add  or  delete  any  information  on 
your  group  —  |ust  drop  us  a  line'  Network.  The  Body 
Politic  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 
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MONTREAL  CANADA 


QUfU 


C°«*£ 


PRIVATE  BATHS 
AIR  CONDITIONING 


SAUNA 

DOUCHES 

COMMUNAUT  AIRES 

BAINS  PRIVES 

AIR  CLIMATISE 


1070  RUE  MACKAY 

MONTREAL.  QUEBEC  H3G  2H1 

514  878-9393 


SHETLAND'S 
MEADOW 


GUEST  HOUSE 

The  perfect  place  for  a  weekend  of  winter  activities  with  hosts 
Bob  and  Nico.  Go  cross-country  skiing  on  our  50-acre  property  or 
on  the  nearby  Bruce  Trail.  Downhill  skiing  available  close  by.  Relax 

with  mugs  of  hot  apple  cider  around  the  fireplace  in  our  roomy 
19th-century  farmhouse. 

Two  hours  from  Toronto  in  the  village  of  Bognor, 
23km  south  of  Owen  Sound. 


For  reservations, 

call  416-960-1291  Mon-Fri  9am-5pm. 
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THE  WORLD 

Ousted  for  opining  on  the  age  of  consent,  Alison  Thome  fights  for  the  right  to  teach 

Battling  to  get  back  to  the  classroom 


MELBOURNE  —  Lesbian  Alison 
Thome  is  continuing  her  battle  to  return 
to  teaching  duties  this  February,  in  spite 
of  a  statement  by  Victoria  Premier  John 
Cain  that  she  is  "not  an  appropriate  per- 
son to  be  put  before  a  classroom,"  and  a 
move  by  the  education  ministry  to  block 
her  appointment. 

Thorne  was  a  humanities  teacher  at 
Glenroy  Technical  School  until  Novem- 
ber 1983,  when  she  spoke  out  on  behalf  of 
the  Gay  Legal  Rights  Coalition  against 
the  arrest,  on  charges  of  "conspiracy  to 
corrupt  public  morals,"  of  nine  men  at- 
tending a  meeting  of  the  Pedophile  Sup- 
port Group.  Although  charges  against  the 
men  were  thrown  out  of  court,  Thorne 
was  transferred  to  administrative  duties 
after  a  local  radio  station  broadcast  her 
opinion  on  the  arbitrary  nature  of  age  of 
consent  laws. 

Thome's  campaign  to  return  to  active 
teaching  received  a  boost  in  November 
when  she  was  posted  to  Tottenham  Tech- 
nical School  in  West  Melbourne  for  the 
1985  school  year.  But  publicity  about  the 
posting  resulted  in  the  intervention  of 
State  Education  Minister  Robert  Ford- 
ham,  who  announced  that  Thorne 
"would  not  be  taking  up  the  appoint- 
ment." Fordham  was  backed  up  by  Pre- 
mier Cain. 

Thorne,  who  is  acknowledged  to  be  an 
excellent  teacher,  is  supported  by  her 
union,  the  Technical  Teachers  Union  of 
Victoria  (TTUV).  Fordham  has  conceded 
that  Thorne  broke  no  law  or  regulation 
by  expressing  her  opinion  on  age  of  con- 
sent in  the  interview.  According  to  Peter 
Crocker,  TTUV  president,  "she  is  entitled 
to  walk  into  a  classroom  at  Tottenham 
Technical  School  in  February  1985  and 
that  is  exactly  what  she  will  do.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  regulations  that  says  the 
premier  of  the  state  can  rescind  an 
appointment  once  it  has  been  offered." 

In  late  December,  however,  Thorne 
received  an  official  notice  from  the  Direc- 
tor General  of  Education  stating  that  it 


No  to  Maggie  Thatcher! 

A  '  'Pits  and  Perverts ' '  benefit,  starring 
the  British  rock  group  Bronski  Beat 
(above)  and  other  gay  acts,  recently  at- 
tracted more  than  1, 000  people  and  raised 
£5, 000  for  the  families  of  striking  British 
coal  miners. 

The  concert  was  organized  by  Lesbian 
and  Gays  Support  the  Miners,  which  was 
set  up  in  early  1984  by  young  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  believe  they  should  take 
part  in  wider  political  issues  as  out-of-the- 
closet  gay  people.  The  event  was  slickly 
organized,  with  the  largely  gay  audience 
supplemented  by  a  bus-load  of  miners 
and  their  families.  At  left,  a  miner's  wife 
gets  a  little  special  support  from  Bronski 's 
lead  singer  Jimi  Sommerville.  □ 


was  desirable  "in  the  public  interest  and 
in  the  interests  of  efficiency"  that  she  re- 
main at  the  regional  office  on  administra- 
tive duties. 

Letters  of  support  for  Thome's  rein- 
statement should  be  sent  to  Box  334,  Fitz- 
roy,  Victoria  3065  Australia.  □ 


Anti-porn  law  found  unconstitutional 


INDIANAPOLIS  —  A  city  ordinance 
that  would  allow  women  to  sue  por- 
nography distrubutors  for  damages  was 
found  to  be  unconstitutional  November 
19,  1984  by  Federal  District  Court  Judge 
Sarah  Evans  Barker. 

Ruling  on  the  bill,  which  is  modelled 
on  legislation  developed  in  Minneapolis 
by  radical  anti-porn  feminists  Catherine 
MacKinnon  and  Andrea  Dworkin,  she 
wrote,  "to  deny  free  speech,  in  order  to 
engineer  social  change,  erodes  the 
freedom  of  all  and  as  such  threatens 
tyranny  and  injustice  for  those  subjected 
to  the  rule  of  such  law." 

Barker  ruled  against  the  city  of  Indian- 
apolis argument  that  this  form  of  sex  dis- 
crimination is  of  such  compelling  interest 
to  the  state  that  it  warrants  exception  to 
the  First  Amendment.  But  Mayor  Willi- 
am Hudnutt  III,  who  signed  the  bill  into 
law  last  May  1 ,  told  the  New  York  Times 
that  Indianapolis  will  appeal  Barker's  rul- 
ing "as  far  as  we  can,  hopefully  as  far  as 
the  Supreme  Court." 

Although  the  anti-porn  ordinance  is 
law  in  Indianapolis,  it  has  never  been  en- 


forced. A  coalition  of  booksellers  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  obtained 
an  injunction  against  enforcement  of  the 
law  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

The  Indianapolis  bill  is  the  first  of 
several  similar  ordinances  to  be  tested  in 
court.  Barker's  decision  will  affect  the 
progress  of  proposed  anti-pom  bills  in 
Madison,  Wisconsin  and  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty, Long  Island.  The  Suffolk  County  pro- 
position was  defeated  in  December,  1984 
by  a  vote  of  9  to  8,  and  supporters  of  that 
bill  would  like  their  legislation  examined 
in  the  Supreme  Court  as  well.D 

CDC  cover-up  cited; 

drug  tests  raise  hope 

In  a  major  feature  in  the  December  17 
New  York  Native,  Dr  Jane  Teas  has 
charged  that  her  hypothesis  linking  AIDS 
with  the  spread  of  African  Swine  lever 
(AM  )  is  being  suppressed  by  theCenieis 
for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta  ((  l)(  ). 


Teas  first  publicly  suggested  the  link  in 
a  letter  to  the  British  medical  journal 
Lancet  in  early  1983,  after  unsuccessfully 
proposing  the  idea  to  the  CDC.  A  number 
of  researchers  have  expressed  interest  in 
the  hypothesis,  and  tests  done  subse- 
quently in  Britain  showed  some  correla- 
tion between  AIDS  and  the  Haitian  strain 
of  ASF.  ASF  has  been  epidemic  in  central 
Africa  and  Haiti,  both  areas  which  have 
shown  an  unusually  high  incidence  of 
AIDS  among  people  not  otherwise 
thought  to  be  at  high  risk.  Teas  says  the 
CDC  has  refused  to  investigate  any  con- 
nection between  the  two  diseases. 

Teas  also  points  out  that  Dr  Robert 
Gallo  of  the  National  Institute  of  Health, 
credited  with  discovering  HTLV-3  —  the 
suspected  AIDS  virus  —  has  imposed  re- 
strictions on  working  with  "his"  virus, 
which  make  it  virtually  impossible  to 
publish  evidence  that  contradicts  the 
HTLV-3  theory. 

• 
A  team  of  researchers  at  M  D  Anderson 
Hospital  in  Houston  studying  the  effects 
of  nitrites  on  the  immune  system  have 
warned  against  the  use  of  poppers,  after 
discovering  a  correlation  between  nitrite 
use  and  the  development  of  Kaposi's  sar- 
coma. According  to  an  editorial  in  the 
September-October  issue  of  the  journal 
Pharmacotherapy,  the  research  "raised 
sufficient  concern  about  the  use  of  vola- 
tile nitrites  to  warrant  unequivocal  dis.ip 
proval  of  the  use  of  these  drugs  at  this 
time." 

• 
Tests  with  a  new  drug  which  may  be  able 


to  help  boost  the  depressed  immune  sys- 
tems of  people  believed  to  be  suffering 
from  AIDS  Related  Complex  (ARC, 
sometimes  also  known  as  Persistent  Lym- 
phadenopathy  Syndrome,  or  PLS)  began 
in  San  Fransisco  and  1 1  other  cities  across 
the  US  in  late  December.  The  drug,  iso- 
prinosine,  has  been  used  in  Europe  for 
the  last  ten  years  to  treat  cancer-related 
immune  suppression.  Preliminary  tests 
with  the  drug  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  in 
New  York  have  been  described  as  "very 
encouraging." 

• 
Two  other  drugs,  ribavirin  and  suramin, 
are  also  being  tested  for  their  use  in  AIDS 
therapy  in  the  US.  Ribavirin  has  been 
shown  to  block  the  growth  of  HTLV-3  in 
test  tubes,  and  is  also  being  tested  as  an 
anti-influenza  agent.  Suramin  has  previ- 
ously been  used  to  treat  parasitic  diseases 
including  African  Sleeping  Sickness. 

• 
San  Fransisco 's  Gay  Men's  Chorus  gave  a 
special  Christmas  concert  in  the  AIDS 
ward  at  the  San  Fransisco  General  Hospi- 
tal December  17.  Moving  from  room  to 
room,  the  singers  repeated  a  concert  giv- 
en to  more  than  1,800  people  the  night 
before.  Elsewhere  in  the  city,  one  bar  was 
lighting  a  lightbulb  for  every  $5  donation 
to  AIDS  work  and  another  was  giving 
patrons  discounts  on  drinks  when  they 
made  a  donation.  Dozens  of  groups 
joined  together  to  bring  canned  foods 
and  other  items  to  the  city's  new  AIDS 
Foundation  Bank. 

• 
According  to  the  CDC,  7,788  cases  of 
AIDS  have  been  reported  in  the  USA  up  to 
January  7,  1985.  47  percent  have 
died.D 

English  city  council 
supports  "pagans" 

MANCHESTER  —This  city's  new  left- 
wing  council  has  taken  several  steps  to 
support  the  local  gay  community  —  to 
the  howls  of  area  homophobes  —  since 
its  election  last  May. 

One  of  the  council's  first  moves  was  to 
restore  a  £10,400  grant  to  the  Manchester 
Gay  Centre,  which  had  been  cut  by  its 
right-wing  predecessors  last  March.  It 
then  provided  the  Centre  with  a  stall  at 
the  city's  annual  exhibition,  while  ban- 
ning the  armed  forces  and  an  anti-abor- 
tion group.  A  local  Catholic  priest  was 
moved  to  tell  parishoners,  "We  must 
resist  all  those  who  would  pressurize  us 
into  paganism." 

When  police  raided  a  popular  gay  club 
November  16  and  forced  patrons  to  pro- 
vide names,  addresses  and  other  informa- 
tion, council  representatives  were  among 
the  first  to  speak  out  and  a  public  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  latest  controversy  emerged  when 
(  it  y  Council  decided  to  appoint  equal 
opportunity  officers  to  combat  discrimin- 
ation against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  One 
councillor  who  was  opposed  to  the  move 
warned  thai  the  council  would  be  seen  to 
be  guilty-b\ -association  for  the  spread  of 
\  1 1  >s  because  of  the  decision . 

• 
The  Greater  London  Council,  which  has 
also  been  supportive  of  gay  rights,  has 
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For  the  tenth  year,  we  invite  adventurous  and  thrill- 
seeking  men  to  iom  us  and  see  the  most  fabulous  place  in 
the  United  States  —  indeed  in  the  world.  Filled  with 
mystery  and  awesome  beauty,  the  grandeur  of  this  area 
flaunts  reality;  and  as  we  travel  for  eight  days  from  Redwall 
Cavern  and  Deer  Creek  Falls  to  the  unspoiled  paradise  of 
Havasu  Canyon  we  enjoy  everchanging  sights  and  sounds 
at  each  turn  of  the  vast  canyon  walls: 


~  Grand 
Canyon 

Expedition 

AUGUST  9  TO  18,  1985 


To  ride  the  frothing  rapids  of  the  Colorado  River  —  there 
are  nearly  200  of  them,  large  and  small,  between  Lees 
Ferry  and  Lake  Mead  —  provides  an  exhilarating 
experience  that  cannot  be  described. 

Our  group  travels  in  a  huge  rubber  pontoon  and,  by  using 
the  finest  equipment  and  modern  techniques,  the  effort  to 
negotiate  the  Grand  Canyon  has  been  much  reduced  — 
but  the  thrills  remain.  No  man  can  see  the  Grand  Canyon 
in  this  way  and  be  afterwards  entirely  the  same. 

Our  other  popular  travel  programs  for  men  in  1985 
include  the  annual  tour  to  the  Carnival  in  Rio  in  February; 
tours  to  Nepal,  India,  Thailand,  Japan  and  China  between 
February  and  May;  a  new  tour  to  Turkey  in  June;  our  sixth 
Inca  Tour  to  Peru  with  an  optional  Galapagos  Islands 
cruise  in  July;  a  tour  in  September  to  enjoy  The  Food  and 
Wine  of  France  and  another  visit  to  the  all-male  religious 
community  at  Mount  Athos  in  Northern  Greece;  and  tours 
in  November/December  to  Russia,  Arabia,  Egypt  —  and 
even  to  the  Antarctic  for  New  Year's  Eve! 

If  you  let  us  know  in  which  programs  you  are  interested, 
we  will  send  the  brochures  to  you.  Please  state  that  you 
saw  this  advertisement  in  Body  Politic. 


HANNS   EBENSTEN  TRAVEL,  INC 

513  FLEMING  STREET,  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDA,  33040,  USA 
TELEPHONE  (305)  294  8174 


HE  CURTAIN  IS  RISING  ON  FOUR  INTRIGUING 
AND  DEADLY  MYSTERIES.        V 
THE  CANADIAN  MYSTERY  TRIPS! 

FIND  OUT  WHO  DUNNITT! 


February  1-3 

Murder  at  the 

Oban  Inn 


February  8-10 

Murder  at  the 
Windsor  Arms  Hotel 


March  8-10 
Murder  in 
Muskoka 


April  12-14 

Murder  at  the 

Oban  Inn 
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Call  Robert.... 

314  Jarvis  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5B  2C5 

(416)591-6763 


proposed  a  scheme  to  erect  plaques  to 
commemorate  the  lives  of  famous  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  A  provisional  list  in- 
cluded Edward  Carpenter,  Radclyffe 
Hall  and  playwright  Joe  Orton.  The  chief 
Conservative  spokesman  on  the  historic 
buildings  panel  called  the  plan  to  specify 
people's  homosexual  orientation  in  the 
plaques  "the  latest  example  of  the  La- 
bour group's  attempt  to  politicize  the 
Blue  Plaque  system." 

Meanwhile  a  plaque  at  the  former 
home  of  Radclyffe  Hall  in  Sussex  has 
already  been  erected  by  the  feminist 
publishing  company,  Virago.  D 

Argentine  gay  paper 
first  since  mid-70s 

BUENOS  AIRES  —This  country's  bud- 
ding gay  movement  took  another  step 
forward  October  12  with  the  publication 
of  Boletin,  Argentina's  first  gay  news- 
paper since  Somas  closed  down  due  to 
military  repression  in  the  mid-Seventies. 

Boletin  is  published  every  two  weeks  by 
Comunidad  Homosexual  Argentina 
(CHA)  and  is  sold  at  newspaper  stands  in 
central  Buenos  Aires.  It  includes  national 
and  international  news,  film  reviews, 
interviews  and  commentary. 

CHA  was  formed  in  May,  1984  and 
went  public  September  20  by  participat- 
ing in  a  huge  demonstration  to  demand 
the  punishment  of  those  responsible  for 
human  rights  violations  during  the  mili- 
tary dictatorship  which  ruled  the  country 
from  1976  to  late  1983.  The  contingent  of 
100  gay  people,  carrying  banners  and  dis- 
tributing leaflets,  was  warmly  received  by 
the  more  than  80,000  demonstrators. 

Meanwhile,  two  Justicialist  (Peronist) 
deputies  have  introduced  a  bill  in  Con- 
gress that  would  end  the  system  of  police 
edicts  which  presently  gives  the  Buenos 
Aires  chief-of-police  power  to  impose 
prison  sentences  —  without  trial  —  for 
morals  infractions.  The  bill  calls  this 
police  power,  in  place  for  almost  40 
years,  "an  instrument  of  tyranny  for  the 
purpose  of  stigmatization  and  police 
terrorism." 

While  the  bill  will  go  a  long  way  toward 
ending  police  harassment  of  gay  people 
on  the  street,  CHA  warned  that  the  legis- 
lation has  serious  defects,  since  it  would 
still  allow  for  sentences  of  five  days  to 
one  month  for  "those  who  publicly  offer 
themselves  for  sexual  contact  by  means  of 
words  or  gestures  which  offend  the  de- 
cency of  those  addressed."  The  law  will 
give  police  wide  latitude  to  detain  obvious 
gay  people  and  "of  course  will  not  be  ap- 
plied to  men  who  harass  women  in  the 
streets,"  says  CHA.D 


Tenancy  battle  set  to 
go  to  House  of  Lords 

LONDON  —Two  High  Court  judges 
have  dismissed  an  appeal  by  Mary  Simp- 
son, who  claimed  that  she  was  legally  en- 
titled to  inherit  the  tenancy  of  her  de- 
ceased lover's  public-housing  apartment. 

Simpson  had  lived  in  the  Council- 
owned  house  in  Harrogate  for  more  than 
three  years  before  the  February  1984 
death  of  her  lover  Nicki  Rodrigo.  Under 
British  law,  a  partner  of  a  deceased  ten- 
ant has  rights  to  tenancy  if  the  couple  has 
lived  "as  man  and  wife"  for  more  than 
one  year. 

The  Tory-controlled  Harrogate  Coun- 
cil moved  to  evict  Simpson  in  July  and, 
while  the  move  was  postponed,  it  was  ul- 
timately upheld  by  a  County  Court  judge. 
In  arguing  Simpson's  appeal  that  she  and 
Rodrigo  had  lived  together  "as  man  and 
wife,"  her  lawyer,  Robin  Allen,  main- 
tained that  Rodrigo  had  assumed  a  mas- 
culine role  by  wearing  men's  clothes.  The 
judges  however  found  that  "the  essential 
characteristic  of  life  together  as  husband 
and  wife  was  that  the  couple  should  be  a 
man  and  a  woman." 

While  admittedly  somewhat  embar- 
rassed by  "all  this  talk  about  who  wears 
the  trousers  and  who  does  the  washing 
up,"  Ian  Dunmore,  coordinator  of  the 
Mary  Simpson  Appeal  Fund,  maintained 
that  the  case  was  important.  "If  we  win 
this  case  it  gives  gay  people  protection 
under  the  Housing  Act.  I  think  that  the 
end  justifies  the  means.  But  I  accept  after 
this  the  law  needs  to  be  changed." 

Plans  are  under  way  to  take  the  case  to 
the  House  of  Lords.  □ 

Baths  remain  closed 
to  fight  sex  monitors 

SAN  FRANSISCO  —  Most  of  this  city's 
gay  baths  remain  closed  in  spite  of  a 
November  28  decision,  by  Superior  Court 
Judge  Roy  L  Wonder,  to  overturn  an  Oc- 
tober 15  temporary  order  that  had  closed 
city  baths  and  sex  clubs. 

Wonder's  decision  was  hailed  as  a  vic- 
tory by  club  owners  and  patrons,  until 
they  examined  its  restrictions  on  sexual 
activity,  which  were  deemed  "objection- 
able" and  "unconstitutional."  Wonder's 
judgment  prevented  baths  from  renting 
private  rooms  without  a  hotel  licence  and 
required  that  doors  be  removed  from 
video  cubicles,  booths  or  rooms.  The 
order  also  required  bath  employees  to 
monitor  patrons'  behaviour  and  expel 


Jerry  and  the  "hyenas":  Five  hundred  demonstrators  —  including 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  feminists  and  anti-war  groups  —  disrupted  a  New  York  speech 
by  Moral  Majority  leader  Jerry  Falwell  December  II  on  '  'Israel,  National  Defence,  the 
ERA  and  the  Moral  Decline  in  A  merica. ' '  Falwell,  who  was  repeatedly  shouted  down 
and  pelted  with  tomatoes  and  water  balloons,  called  the  protesters  "maniacs  and 
hyenas."  More  than  50  demonstrators  were  ejected  from  the  auditorium.  □ 
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anyone  engaging  in  "high-risk"  activity 
—  as  defined  by  the  San  Fransisco  AIDS 
Foundation. 

The  City  immediately  demanded  clari- 
fication of  the  order  and  subpeoned  a  list 
of  all  bath  patrons  from  June  1  to  August 
31,  1984,  claiming  the  list  was  necessary  to 
determine  the  number  of  monitors  re- 
quired in  each  club. 

Bath  owners  vowed  to  "resist  the  sub- 
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Dr  Mervyn  Silverman:  any  sex  is  high-risk 

peona  and  go  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  and 
the  Supreme  Court  if  we  have  to  so  as  not 
to  violate  the  privacy  of  the  patrons." 
Finally,  under  public  pressure,  the  City 
withdrew  its  subpeona. 

In  response  to  the  City's  demand  for 
clarification,  however,  Judge  Wonder 
changed  his  mind  and  gave  the  power  to 
define  "safe  sex"  to  the  City  Director  of 
Health.  Outgoing  Director  Dr  Mervyn 
Silverman  has  said  he  considered  any  sex 
between  individuals  "high-risk,"  "be- 
cause you  can't  investigate  whether  some- 
one is  wearing  a  condom."  In  contrast, 
the  AIDS  Foundation  adheres  to  widely- 
held  definitions  of  oral  sex  without  ejacu- 
lation or  anal  intercourse  with  a  condom 
as  "possibly  safe." 

Bathhouse  owner  Tom  Steel  said  an 
about-face  on  what  constitutes  "high- 
risk"  would  confuse  the  public  and  harm 
efforts  to  change  people's  sexual  beha- 
viour. Bathhouse  and  sex  club  attorneys 
plan  to  appeal  the  new  order,  and  all  but 
two  voted  to  remain  closed  rather  than 
enforce  the  no-sex  ban  pending  the 
court's  decision. □ 

British  MP  comes  out 
at  anti-bias  protest 

RUGBY  —  English  MP  Chris  Smith,  a 
long-time  supporter  of  gay  rights  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  came  out  publicly  at 
a  November  10  anti-discrimination  rally 
in  Rugby  (See  TBP,  January). 

Stepping  up  to  the  microphone,  the 
33-year-old  member  for  the  inner  London 
constituency  of  Islington  South  and 
Finsbury  announced,  "I'm  Chris  Smith. 
I'm  a  Labour  MP.  And  I'm  gay." 

Smith  told  HIM/Gay  Times  xhai  he  has 
recently  come  out  to  some  of  the  people 
with  whom  he  works  and  that  he's  been 
coming  out  more  publicly  by  using  the 
words  "we"  and  "us"  at  meetings  of  the 
Committee  for  Homosexual  Equality,  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  But  he  took  the 
final  steps  at  Rugby  —  telling  the  national 
news  and  telling  his  parents. 

The  only  negative  reaction  to  Smith's 
announcement  came  in  an  editorial  in  the 
Times.  Il  criticized  "public  men"  who 


wear  their  gayness  as  "a  proud  badge." 
The  effect  coming  out  has  on  Smith's 
political  career  will  be  seen  throughout 
the  year  as  he  goes  through  his  party's 
local  "selection  procedures."  So  far,  he 
says,  none  of  his  constituents  has  men- 
tioned it. 

In  the  HIM/Gay  Times  interview  Smith 
said,  "Naturally  I've  wondered  whether 
anything  to  be  proud  of  would  ever  come 
out  of  my  time  in  the  House...." 

As  well  as  gay  concerns,  Smith  intends 
to  keep  fighting  for  his  other  political  in- 
terests: freedom  of  information,  housing, 
the  plight  of  the  film  industry  and  curb- 
ing acid  rain. 

Smith  is  the  first  gay  MP  to  go  public 
without  being  forced  to  do  so  by  some 
threatened  scandal.  □ 

Referendum  to  test 
city  job-rights  order 

HOUSTON  —Voters  will  decide  by  city- 
wide  referendum  January  19  if  sexual 
orientation  will  be  added  to  the  criteria 
for  protection  from  job  discrimination  in 
city  jobs. 

City  Council  passed  two  ordinances 
providing  job  protection  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  on  June  19,  1984,  however  the 
issue  was  forced  to  a  vote  when  Council 
received  60,000  signatures  on  petitions 
demanding  a  referendum. 

Citizens  for  a  United  Houston  (CUN), 
an  umbrella  organization  formed  to  sup- 
port the  ordinances,  says  that  their  op- 
position, the  Committee  for  Public 
Awareness,  has  circulated  literature 
claiming  that  the  ordinances  contain  hir- 
ing quotas  for  gay  employees  and  char- 
ging that  gay  people  have  a  "gross" 
lifestyle. 

In  fact,  says  CUN,  what  City  Council 
did  was  "prohibit  discrimination  in  hiring 
based  on  'sexual  orientation'... make 
changes  in  the  Civil  Service  Code  to  per- 
mit grievances  to  be  brought  forth"  in 
gay  discrimination  cases,  and  "further 
clarify  that  in  hiring  people  for  public  em- 
ployment, only  valid  job-related  criteria 
will  be  considered.  □ 

Gay's  the  Word  bust 
crosses  the  Atlantic 

PHILADELPHIA—  Further  charges 
have  been  laid  in  connection  with  last 
April's  raid  on  Gay's  the  Word  bookstore 
in  London,  England.  Ed  Hermance,  co- 
owner  of  this  city's  gay  bookstore, 
Giovanni's  Room,  which  is  the  American 
supplier  to  Gay's  the  Word,  has  been 
named  as  a  co-conspirator,  along  with 
Gay's  the  Word's  eight  directors,  one 
staff  member  and  its  holding  company. 

More  than  800  books  were  seized  from 
the  store  and  eight  titles,  including  The 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex,  The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex 
and  issue  82  of  The  New  York  Native, 
have  been  charged  with  indecency.  The 
defendants'  first  court  appearance  was  set 
for  January  7,  1985. 

So  far,  The  Committee  to  Defend  Gay's 
the  Word  has  raised  £8,000  of  their 
£50,000  goal.  Donations  may  be  sent  to: 
Defend  Gay's  the  Word  Campaign,  38 
Mount  Pleasant,  London  WC1X  OAP 
England 


World  News  credits 

Bay  Area  Reporte)  (San  I  ransisco),  Boletin  (Buenos 
Aires),  Cay  Community  Wews  (Boston),  HIM  Coj 
Times (\  ondon),  v»  )nrk  Native (ticv,  York). 
Outrage  (Melbourne),  Philadelphia  Cay  v»-\ 
(Philadelphia),  Ken  I  men  (Sydney),  The  Gaj  Sewt 
Telegraph  (Si  I  ouis). 


The  heart  of  New  York 
at  the  height  of  the  Season! 
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The  River  Hotel 
for  comfort,  privacy,  luxury 
and  all  that  Greenwich  Village 
has  to  offer. 
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THE  RIVER  HOTEL 

180  Christopher  Street,        New  York,  NY  10014 

(800)  437-7017  (Toll  Free)  (212)  206-1020 

All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


LIGHTHOUS  E     COURT 
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An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments,  suites,  rooms  and 
cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Club,  Restaurant  and  Bar.    Across  from  the  Hemingway  House. 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-9588 
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Mall  Gould.  New  works  by  this  talented 
gay  artist,  definitely  worth  a  visit.  At  Nancy 
Poole's  studio,  16  Hazelton  Ave,  through  Jan 
31. 

□  Women  of  Colour.  Gallery  940,  among  the 
few  galleries  for  women's  art  in  Canada, 
presents  an  exhibition  to  celebrate  Black    ' 
History  Month.  The  show  will  include  works 
by  Beatrice  Bailey,  Marie  Brookes,  Grace 
Channer,  Stephanie  Martin  and  Novelette 
Dell.  All  are  welcome  to  attend  the  opening, 
8  pm,  Thurs,  Feb  7  at  940  Queen  St  E.  The 
show  runs  until  Mar  2.  For  hours  call 
466-8840. 

Anti-Nuke  Show.  Mixed-media  works  by 
24  Canadian  artists.  Jan  31  to  Feb  16  at  A 
Space,  204  Spadina  Ave,  364-3227.  Also  two 
nights  of  film /video  screenings,  Feb  6  and  7. 

Rick  Upton.  This  Must  be  the  Place,  an  in- 
teresting array  of  photographs  at  the  Sparkes 
Gallery,  1 1 14  Queen  St  W,  until  Feb  2.  Call 
531-1243  for  hours. 

Tales  of  Transformation.  Anna  Marie 
Smith  and  Ruthann  Tucker  present  their  re- 
cent photographic  work  at  the  Sparkes  Gal- 
lery (1114  Queen  St  W,  531-1243),  Feb  6  to 
Mar  2.  Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend  the 
opening  at  8  pm,  Wed,  Feb  6. 

Bruce  Barr.  Portraits,  an  exhibition  of 
photographs,  some  quite  disturbing,  at  Gal- 
lery 44,  109  Niagara  St,  Studio  202.  Through 
Jan  27. 

Steve  Nelson.  Works  which  juxtapose  quo- 
tations from  artists  as  diverse  as  Botticelli, 
MC  Escher  and  Nevinson,  at  Mercer  Union, 
333  Adelaide  St,  3rd  fl,  through  Jan  26.  Also 
at  Mercer  Union,  an  exhibition  of  paintings 
and  drawings  by  Kim  Moodie. 

Diane  Barbarash.  Monks  from  Eden,  an 
exhibition  of  paintings  at  Gallery  940,  940 
Queen  St  E,  through  Jan  26.  Call  466-8840 
for  hours. 

The  Kuropean  Iceberg.  Toronto  visits  Italy 
and  Germany  in  this  show,  curated  by  Italian 
critic  Germano  Cclant,  and  including  works 
by  current  biggies  Georg  Baselitz,  Sandro 
Chiaand  AR  Penck.  The  Art  Gallery  of  On- 
tario, 317  Dundas  St  W.  Feb  8  to  Apr  7. 


JON  KAPLAN 


The  Go-Go  Bo>s.  Andrew  Ally  and 
Howard  Lester  in  a  two-man  revue  about 
male  sexuality,  gay  and  straight  (see  review, 
page  27,  and  "Playing  with  Ourselves,"  page 
32).  Running  until  Feb  3  at  Theatre  Passe 
Muraille,  Tues-Sat,  8:30  pm;  Sun,  2:30. 
363-2416 

Pornography  —  A  Spectacle.  A  collective 
creation  by  three  English  gay  men,  Neil  Bart- 
lett,  Duncan  Roy  and  Robin  Whitmore  (see 
this  issue's  cover  story,  page  32).  Feb  5-24, 
Tues-Sun,  8  pm;  late  shows  Fri  and  Sat  at  10 
pm.  The  Theatre  Centre,  Poor  Alex  Theatre, 
296  Brunswick  Ave.  927-8998. 

Rhubarb  Festival.  The  annual  workshop 
production  of  new  material  sponsored  by 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times  Theatre.  Among  the  18 
new  pieces  this  year  are  a  work  on  the  Orillia 
Opera  House  busts.  Bill  Zaget's  Wer(i  piece 
with  elements  of  lycanthropy)  and  a  perfor- 
mance piece  by  Amanda  Hale  on  self-moni- 
tored oppression.  Jan  23-Feb  3,  Wed-Sun  at  8 
pm,  with  special  1 1  pm  works  that  change 
each  night.  The  Theatre  Centre,  Poor  Alex 
Theatre,  296  Brunswick  Ave.  927-8998. 

Danny  Grossman  Dance  Company.  Gross- 
man, one  of  the  most  respected  contempor- 
ary Canadian  dancers,  brings  his  company 
and  his  often  humorous  choreography  to 


MATT  GOULD  AT  NANCY  POOLE'S  STUDIO  TO  JAN  31 


Harbourfront's  Premiere  Dance  Theatre.  Feb 
26-Mar  2,  8  pm.  Tickets:  869-8444  or  BASS. 

'Night,  Mother.  Marsha  Norman's  award- 
winning  play  about  an  ordinary,  quiet  even- 
ing at  home  for  a  mother  and  daughter  —  ex- 
cept the  daughter  intends  committing  suicide 
at  the  end  of  the  night.  An  interesting  view  of 
mother-daughter  relations,  especially  the 
guilt  that  can  build  up  over  the  course  of 
years.  Through  Feb  3.  Tarragon  Theatre,  30 
Bridgman  Ave.  536-5018. 

Who's  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf?  Edward 
Albee's  play  about  the  games  that  two  cou- 
ples play.  This  production  features  Lally 
Cadeau  and  Richard  Monette.  Opens  Feb  7. 
Bayview  Playhouse,  1605  Bayview  Ave. 
481-6191. 

Remember  Me.  Alan  Scarfe  and  Robert 
Lascance  star  in  Michel  Tremblay's  story  of 
two  lovers,  long  separated,  who  come  back 
together  for  one  evening  at  a  critical  moment 
in  each  of  their  lives.  At  the  Bathurst  St 
Theatre,  736  Bathurst  St,  until  Feb  10.  For 
reservations  and  info:  533-1 161. 

The  National  Ballet  of  Canada.  The  com- 
pany's winter  season  includes  a  week  of 
August  Bournonville's  Napoli  (Feb  20-24) 
and  a  mixed  programme  (Feb  27-Mar  3) 
which  includes  a  new  piece,  Blue  Snake,  set 
on  the  company  by  the  eccentric  and  exciting 
Robert  Desrosiers.  O'Keefe  Centre,  Front 
and  Yonge  Sts.  Ticketron  outlets,  or  call 
598-0437. 

New  World.  John  Murrell's  new  play  about 
a  family  reunion  on  Vancouver  Island,  hosted 
by  one  of  the  brothers  who  is  living  with  his 
French-Canadian  lover.  Directed  by  Robin 
Phillips,  the  show  features  William  Hutt  and 
Martha  Henry.  Runs  through  February  9.  A 
Centrestage  production  at  the  St  Lawrence 
Centre,  27  Front  St  E.  366-7723. 

The  Canadian  Opera  Company.  The  com- 
pany's winter  season  features  repertory  per- 
formances of  Leonard  Bernstein's  Candide 
(in  the  staging  by  Harold  Prince  for  the  New 
York  City  Opera),  a  musical  about  the  ironies 


of  this  "best  of  all  possible  worlds"  (Jan  19, 
23,  25,  28  and  31;  Feb  2,  3,  5,  8  and  9),  and 
Gounod's  Faust,  the  lyric  retelling  of  the  old 
deal-with-the-devil  story  (Jan  26  and  29;  Feb 
1,  4,  7  and  10).  O'Keefe  Centre,  Front  and 
Yonge  Sts.  Ticketron  outlets  or  598-0437. 

MOVIES 

PHIL  SHAW 

I  1 A  Passage  to  India.  David  "Dr  Zhivago" 
Lean's  version  of  EM  Forster's  masterwork 
with  no  trace  of  the  homosexual  liaison  be- 
tween Forster  and  his  Indian  lover  which  so 
informed  the  original.  Great  performances; 
loooong  screenplay,  though.  Eglinton  Thea- 
tre, 487-4721. 

!  !The  Bostonians.  This  poorly  handled  adap- 
tation of  the  Henry  James  classic  still  focuses 
on  a  strong  central  lesbian  character.  Also 
features  Christopher  "Superman"  Reeves 
(remember  him  as  Michael  Caine's  lover  in 
Deathtrap,  too).  See  review,  page  27.  Carlton 
Cinemas.  296-F1LM. 

I    Birdy.  Call  it  "Buddy."  If  it  was  hard  to 
imagine  Butch  Cassidy  cradled  in  the  arms  of 
the  Sundance  Kid,  get  an  eyeful  here  of  Nich- 
olas Cage  and  Matthew  Modine.  Director 
Alan  Parker  pushes  the  limits  of  heterosex- 
uality  again  (he  previously  gave  us  Midnight 
Express  and  Bugsy  Malone).  Cumberland 
Four,  964-5970. 

Supergirl.  Why  not  Superwoman?  Oh,  I 
get  it.  Not  as  funny  as  the  Supermen,  but 
Helen  Slater  in  the  title  role  and  Hart  Boch- 
ner  as  the  love  interest  are  great  to  look  at  — 
and  something/f/Ainv  is  going  on  between 
Faye  Dunaway  and  Brenda  Vaccaro,  to  be 
sure!  Cineplex,  Eaton  Centre  and  Market 
Square,  296-FILM,  and  the  Fairlawn, 
481-1231. 

Stranger  than  Paradise.  Alternative  film 
director  Jim  Jarmusch  has  delivered  an 
adamantly  peculiar  tale  of  man-to-man  and 


DBratty  and  her  Babysitters  grace  the 
Cameron  House  twice  this  month,  Sat,  Feb  9 
and  Thurs,  Feb  28. 408  Queen  St  W,  364-081 1. 
Also,  Fri,  Jan  25,  Bratty  is  holding  a  special 
gig  at  the  Rivoli  (334  Queen  St  W,  596-1908) 
to  celebrate  the  release  of  the  band's  newly 
recorded  demo  tape. 
TJ Scott  Wilkinson.  A  solo  recital  by  the 
talented  classical  guitarist,  at  the  Edward 
Johnson  Building,  University  of  Toronto  (see 
preview,  page  25).  Feb  14,  8:15  pm. 
DEartha  Kitt.  Unearthly,  at  the  Imperial 
Room,  Royal  York  Hotel,  through  Jan  26. 
368-6175. 

TV/RADIO 

SONJA  MILLS 

nConsenting  Adult.  Mario  Thomas  and 
Martin  Sheen  star  in  a  made-for-TV  movie 
about  the  traumatic  upheaval  of  a  tightly  knit 
family  after  the  son's  disclosure  of  his 
homosexuality.  Mon,  Feb  4  at  9  pm,  on  CTV 
(channel  9,  cable  8). 

C]  AIDS:  Chapter  One.  NOVA,  the  award-win- 
ning weekly  science  documentary  series  on 
the  US  Public  Broadcasting  System,  takes  an 
in-depth  look  at  the  AIDS  story,  focusing  on 
the  medical  and  scientific  aspects  as  research- 
ers try  to  close  in  on  this  lethal  disease.  Chan- 
nel 17,  Feb  12  at  8  pm. 
DThe  Journal  on  AIDS.  CBC-TV's  flagship 
public  affairs  show  does  a  major  update  on 
AIDS  in  Canada  and  beyond.  To  be  broadcast 
sometime  near  the  beginning  of  February  — 
barring  another  political/chemical  disaster  in 
the  Third  World,  a  major  assassination  or  the 
Second  Coming.  Watch  for  it.  CBC,  channel 
5,  cable  6;  10:20  pm. 
1  I Muchmusic.  This  month,  the  Pay-TV 
music  station  (channel  28)  spotlights  Culture 
Club  on  Sun,  Jan  20;  Rough  Trade  on  Wed, 
Jan  23;  and  Eurythmics  Fri,  Jan  25.  All  at  2 
pm,  8  pm,  2  am  and  8  am  the  next  morning. 


NIGHTLIFE 


Members  of  Lambda  Business  Council 


!  Abundance.  Easygoing  elegance  under  the  chic  condos 
of  The  Bentley  81  Church  St  368-2867. 

Bemelman's.  Fashionably  cruisy  pop  singles  bar.  pricey 
restaurant.  83  Bloor  St  W.  960-0306. 

!  Cale  New  Orleans.  Besl  people-peeking  perch  on  one  of 
the  cruisiest  corners  in  town.  618  Yonge  St  922-2439. 
•  Les  Cavaliers.  Continental  menu,  dally  specials.  418 
Church  St.  977-4702 

i  I  Chaps  Cale.  Noon-9  pm,  including  $1 .99  soup/sand- 
wich lunch  special.  $5-$6  range  9  Isabella  St.  921-3012 
i  !  Church  Street  Cafe.  Popular  brunch  locale  in  the  heart  ol 
the  ghetto  Daily  to  12,  Sun:  10  am-5  pm.  485  Church  St. 
925-1155 
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•  Crispins/Buddy's.  Innovative  cuisine,  great  wines. 
Brunch:  $6  95  66  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 

•  18  East  Hotel  &  Tavern.  Inexpensive  home-cooked 
meals.  Sunday  brunch  $3.95. 18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040. 

□  The  Fallout  Shelter  peace  coffeehouse.  A  unique  club 
which  gives  musicians  and  poets  a  venue  to  express  their 
ideas  and  feelings  on  peace,  nuclear  war  and  related  social 
issues  370  Queen  St  E.  362-0354. 

□  Fare  Exchange.  Intimate  neighbourhood  restaurant,  cafe 
upstairs.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924. 

□  Fenton's.  Rub  elbows  with  the  establishment  (if  you  can 
afford  it).  Less  expensive  room  downstairs.  2  Gloucester 
St.  961-8485 

Golden  Griddle.  Pancakes,  etc.  inexpensive  place  for 
Sunday  brunch.  45  Carlton  St.  977-5044 

The  Griffon  Arms.  Quiet  neighbourhood  eatery;  cheap 
evening  specials.  117  Dundas  St  E.  365-9825. 

•  Jennie's.  Chic  restaurant.  Live  music  Fn-Sun  nights; 
Sunday  brunch.  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parliament).  861-1461. 

La  Strega  Cafe.  Open  till  4  am  Thurs-Sat  118  Avenue 
Rd.  921-6095. 

•  Lipstick.  Daytime  meals,  burgers,  late  night  snacks, 
and  loud  music  4;30  pm-3  am  (4  am  weekends).  580  Par- 
liament St  922-6655 

HThe  New  Trojan  Horse  Cafe.  Relaxed  club  presents 
music,  drama  and  other  arts  that  promote  positive  social 
change.  179  Dantorth  Ave.  461-8367 

•  Pimblett's.  Gaudy,  friendly  British  pub  Imported 
draught,  desserts.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525. 

Pizza  Nova.  Italian-style  bistro  and  pleasant  gathering 
spot  in  the  middle  ol  gay  downtown  —  562  Church,  at 
Wellesley  Live  performances  961-2204 

Queen  Mother  Cafe.  Comfortably  new-wave  crowd;  ima- 
ginative eats.  206  Queen  St  W  598-4719 

•  Raclette.  French  cuisine  and  great  by-the-glass  wine 
list'  361  Queen  St  W  593-0934 

Rivoli.  Exotic  snacks,  inventive  specials,  reasonable 
prices  Check  the  back  of  the  menu  for  what's  going  on  in 
their  performance  space  in  the  back.  334  Queen  St  W. 
596-1908 

Le  Select  Bistro.  Bistro  lunches  and  late  night  dining. 
328  Queen  St  W  596-6405 

Together.  Continental  menu,  specials  Sunday 
allyoucaneat/$6  457  Church  St  923-3469 


•  The  Barn.  83  Granny  St  977-4702  Casual  stand-up 
leather/denim  bar  and  disco  Atter-hours  Fri  and  Sat  till 
4  am  ($2  cover  which  includes  one  free  drink)  No  cover 
Sundays 

Boots(attheSelby).592SherbourneSt  921-1035  Bar. 
cozy  booths  and  dance  lloor  Dynasty  night  Wed  Boots' 
restaurant  The  Gallena.  open  Mon-Fn  6-11  30.  Sunday 
brunch 

•  Buddy  s  Backroom  Bar  370  Church  St  977-9955 
Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar.  preppy  crowd 

Bud  s  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St  921-3142 
Raunchy  video,  dance  floor 

Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St  368-2824  Licenced  private 
dance  club  for  women  Fri  and  Sat  only 

•  Les  Cavaliers  418  Church  St  977  4702  Piano  sing- 
along  bar  very  chatty 


□  Chaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge).  921-3012.  Large  up- 
stairs disco,  downstairs  bar  with  sexy  slides 

□  Chez  Moi.  30  Hayden  921-5566.  St.  Downstairs  dining 
room  with  stand-up  bars,  upstairs  bar  with  dance  floor 
Open  Sundays 

D  Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St.  967-4666.  Dance  floor,  dining 
area.  Open  4  pm;  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  weeknights 
DThe  Hitch'n'Post.  529  Yonge  St.  925-9998  Bar/ 
restaurant.  Mon-Fri,  7:30  pm-10  pm;  Fri/Sat,  midnight  to  3 
am.  Sun  brunch:  noon  to  4  pm  and  dinner:  5  pm-10  pm 

□  Katrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  961-4740.  Stand-up  bar  with 
dance  floor,  younger  crowd.  Fri  and  Sat  to  4  am.  Sun 
T-dances.  Cover  charge  weekends.  Dining  lounge. 

L1 101.  101  Jarvis  at  Richmond.  368-8803.  Great  dance 
floor  and  lots  of  videos  upstairs,  lounge  downstairs  Open 
Sunday 

D  Oz.  1  Isabella  St.  961-0790.  Large  bar  and  disco.  Sun- 
day afternoon  tea.  Also  after  hours  ($3). 

□  Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844.  Men's 
beverage  room,  side  entrance  Closed  Sun. 

GThe  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 ,  Upstairs;  Rusty's 
Cabaret,  featuring  female  impersonators  (no  cover). 
Downstairs:  piano  bar,  featuring  Flo  at  the  keyboards 

□  St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517.  Large 
beverage  rooms. 

G Together.  457  Church  St.  923-3469  Lesbian  bar.  dining 

room. 

r  The  Tool  Box.  Leather  club  bar  with  patio,  meals  Club 

night  Thurs  18  Eastern  Ave  869-9294 


Avalon.  530  Yonge  St.  upstairs  Fri  ($5)  and  Sat  ($7) 
from  midnight  Sun  ($5)  from  11  pm 

Chaps.  See  Bars,  above 

The  Diamond.  410  Sherbourne  St.  927-9010  Young  and 
trendy 

Oz.  See  Bars,  above, 
i   Twilight  Zone.  185  Richmond  St  W  977-3347  New 
wave  Fn-Sat.  $8,  Sun:  gay  night  $6 

Voodoo  Club.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrina's) 
960-9335  New  wave  Weekends  $7 

The  Y-Knot.  488  Yonge.  upstairs  Thur  9  pm-1  am,  Fri- 
Sat9pm-4  am.  Sun  4  pm-9  pm  $2  cover  ($1  after  11) 


•  The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St  593-0499  Leather/ 
denim  6  pm-10  am,  24  hours  on  weekends 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St  977-4629  24  hours 

•  The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 
598-2110  24  hours 

ACCOMMODATION 

Cabbagetown  Lodging-House  and  Efficiencies.  300 
Wellesley  Si  E  (at  Parliament)  Call  Bill  or  Allen  961-9320 

Catnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St  968  2323  Fif- 
teen rooms,  waterbeds  TV  lounge,  pool  table  and  game 
room,  laundry  and  kitchen  facilities,  tree  parking,  sundeck, 
complimentary  rolls  and  collee  Sun -Ihurs,  $25  Fri  Sat 
holidays,  $30  Visa/Masiercard 


□18  East  Hotel.  18  Eastern  Ave  368-4040  Bar  and  dining 
room.  22  rooms,  TV  lounge,  sauna,  gym.  laundry  facilities. 
sundeck.  free  parking  1  or  2  people  $24,  weekend  rates 
DThe  Selby  Hotel.  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-3142 
Victorian-style  hotel,  bars,  courtyard,  light  lunches,  maid 
service,  parking,  air-conditioning  66  rooms  1-2  people 
with  private  bath  $35;  without:  $27. 


COMMUNITY 


SOCIAL  & 
POLITICAL  ACTION 

AIDS  Committee  ol  Toronto.  See  Health,  below 
^Bridges.  1 18  Spruce  St,  M5A  2J5  Michael  Riordon 
(923-8089)  Group  connecting  lesbian,  gay  and  third  world  libera 
lion  struggles 

Chutzpah.  730  Balhurst  SI  M5S2R4  489-4662  Group  tor 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G3  533-6824  Toronto  office  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 

Committee  to  Detend  John  Damien  291  Ontario  St.  Apt  6. 
M5A  2V8  925-6729 

Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  interviews  with  gay 
people  JohnGrube,  961-8947 

Federation  of  American  and  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT)  — 
Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  M4Y  2C9 

Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF,  105  Central  Sg  York  University 
4700  Keele  St.  Downsview,  ON  M3J  1P3  667-2515 

Gay  Asians  Toronto.  Box  752  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6 


SUPERGIRL   •   FUNNY 

BUSINESS  AT  THE  FAIRLAWN 

A  CINEPLEX 


Gay  Association  of  Mantimers  in  Toronto  730  Bathurst  St 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  tor  Mantimers  moving  to  Toronto 

Gay  Community  Appeal  ol  Toronto  Box  2212  Stn  P  M5S  2T2 
869-3036  Fund-raising  lor  gay  and  lesbian  community  protects 

Gay  Community  Dance  Committee  (GCDC)  730  Bathurst  St 
M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  fund-raising  dances 

Gay  Courtwatch  Room  337  Old  City  Hall  (Oueen  and  Bay) 
362-6928 

Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Box  187  Stn  F  M4Y  2L5  364-4164 
Mon-Fn,  7-10  pm 

Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE)  Box  793 
StnQ.  M4T  2N7 

Gay  SIG.  Drawer  C622,  c/o  The  Body  Politic  Box  7289  Stn  A. 
M5W  1X9  Group  ol  gay  members  ot  MENSA  in  Canada 

Gay  Sell-Oetence  Group,  215  Dantorth  Ave.  N°  4,  M4K  1N2 
466-6020  Organizes  courses  in  self-defence  in  and  out  of  Toronto 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  c/o  SAC  Ottice  1 2  Hart  House  Cir- 
cle, University  ol  Toronto.  M5S  1A1    Into  Chris  (964-0701 1  or 
Eldon  (927-8866) 

GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62  Brampton  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  (Brampton-Mississauga)  group  tor  gays  and  lesbians 
GaylmeWest  453-4426 

GLAD  (Gay/Lesbian  Action  lor  Disarmament).  Box  5794  Sin  A 
M5W  1P2  921-1938 

Glad  Day  Delence  Fund  648A  Yonge  St.  M4Y  2A6  961  4161 

International  Gay  Association  (Toronto)  C/O  Toronto  Gay 
Community  Council,  below 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society,  c/o  SAC  1 2  Han  House 
Circle.  U  ot  T,  M5S  1A1    533-0674  (Linda)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra) 

Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  ol  Toronto  Box  639  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G2  961-7338 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee  Box  793  Stn  0 
M4T  2N7  Organizes  annual  summer  celebration 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto  c  o  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre  M4Y  2C9 

Lesbian  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group  info  964-7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centre) 

Lesbian  Mothers  Oetense  Fund  Box  38  Stn  E  M6H.4E1 
465-6822 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  Box  6597  Stn  A.  M5W  t  X4  Into 
Michelle  at  789-4541  or  Debbie  at  964-7477  Speakers  lor  myth- 
shattering  seminars  and  workshops  about  lesbians 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Box  6579  Stn  A  M5W  1X4 
lesbian  leminisl  political  action  group 

Lesbians  of  Colour  Political/social  group  Into  c/o  Box  7289. 
Stn  A  M5W1X9 

Metamorphosis  Box  5963  StnA  M5W1P4  Transsexual  coun- 
selling and  services 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  Bo»  792  Stn  F 
M4Y  2N7  964  1049 

Osgoode  Gay/lesbian  Caucus.  York  University  4700  Keeks  St 
Downsview  M3J  2R5  532-2443  (Pel  WSheneyl 

Parents  and  Friends  ot  Lesbians  and  Gays  Toronto  52  Roxakne  St 
Weston  ON  M9T  2Y9  Into  Pauline  V  05 

Parents  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays         Mary  Jones  35  Willis  Or 
Brampton  ON  L6W  1B2  457  4570 

Oueen  ol  Hearts    "O.mi.-ing  group  lor  gay  Filipino  beauty  pageant 
Dano  759  3788  or  Aitredo  461  2800 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  I  ATPCl  730  Bathurst  St  MSS 
sted  under  bawdyhouse  laws 
Chequi"  '  Sacns  m  dust  tor  RTPC  Into 

•  1 36?  69281 

Hyerson  lesbians  and  Gay  Men   I  «  meeting  dates  call  923  GAYS 

Spouses  ol  Gays  5546(CaiYn 

Toronto  Gay  Community  Council   tOiCantonSt  athtloor 
M5B  IMP  UmbreiU  orgarwaton  ot  lestxan  and  gay  groups  Forum 
lor  snaring  information  and  discussing  political  strategies 

continued  on  pot 
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CALENDAR 

EVENTS  IN 

TORONTO  FROM 

WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY  23 

TO 

THURSDAY 

FEBRUARY  28 


RUARY 


WED/JAN  23 

DThe  International  Women's  Day  Commit- 
tee has  begun  meeting  every  Wednesday 
night  to  plan  events  for  March  8,  1985.  All 
women  are  welcome  to  attend.  7:30  pm  on 
the  first  floor  of  the  Metro  Central  Library, 
just  north  of  Yonge  &  Bloor.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  Laurie  at  960-3647. 
D Rhubarb  Festival  opens  tonight  at  the 
Theatre  Centre.  See  Stage. 
PI  Rough  Trade  on  Muchmusic.  See  TV. 

FRI/JAN  25 

DGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach  is  holding 
a  dance  at  8:30  pm,  the  first  of  many  planned 
for  the  year  by  the  group.  84  South  Service 
Road  (QEW  and  Highway  10);  for  more  in- 
formation call  Gayline  West:  453-4426. 

Bratty  at  the  Rivoli.  See  Music. 

i  Eurythmics  on  Muchmusic.  See  TV. 

SUN/JAN  27 

Chutzpah.  The  gay  Jewish  group  will  hold 
their  monthly  brunch  at  Meyer's  Deli,  68 
Yorkville  Ave,  at  1  pm,  then  tour  the  Royal 
Ontario  Museum.  Info:  489-4662. 

Skiing  with  Out  &  Out.  Cross-country  and 
downhill  at  Medonte  Mountain,  or  downhill 
at  Mt  St  Louis  /Moonstone  —  take  your  pick . 
Register  before  Jan  21.  927-0970. 

WED/JAN  30 

Skating  Party.  Join  the  Out  and  Out  Club 
for  conga  lines,  crack  the  whip,  ice  dancing, 
figure  eights  or  just  a  few  quiet  spins  around 
Grenadier  Pond.  Meet  at  a  member's  home 
afterward  for  hot  wine  and  conversation.  $2. 
Call  927-0970  for  details. 

International  Women's  Day  Committee 
meeting.  See  Jan  23. 

THUR/JAN31 

The  Anti-Nuke  Show  opens  at  A  Space. 
See  Art. 

M0N/FEB4 

Consenting  Adult.  Mario  Thomas  and 
Martin  Sheen  in  the  made-for-TV  movie.  See 
Television. 

TUES/FEB5 

Pornography  —  A  Spectacle.  The  collec- 
tive show  featured  in  this  month's  cover  story 
opens  at  the  Theatre  Centre,  8  pm.  See  Stage. 

Chutzpah  holds  a  planning  meeting  at 
Steven's  at  8  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 


WED/FEB  6 

DThe  Soda  Jerkes.  Everyone  is  welcome  to 
attend  the  opening  of  Anna  Marie  Smith's 
and  Ruthann  Tucker's  exhibition,  "Tales  of 
Transformation,"  tonight  at  8  pm  at  the 
Sparkes  Gallery,  1 1 14  Queen  St  W.  See  Art. 
□  Anti-Nuke  Films  and  Video.  Screenings  at 
A  Space,  8  pm  tonight  and  tomorrow,  as  part 
of  the  Anti-Nuke  Show  (see  Art).  204  Spadina 
Ave,  364-3227.  Admission:  $3  (members  $2). 
G International  Women's  Day  Committee 
meeting.  See  Jan  23. 

THUR/FEB7 

nWomen  of  Colour,  an  exhibition  to  cele- 
brate Black  History  Month,  opens  at  Gallery 
940  tonight  at  8.  See  Art. 
DFilm  and  Video  Screenings.  See  Wed,  Feb  6. 
D  Who's  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf?  opens  at 
the  Bayview  Playhouse.  See  Stage. 

FRI/FEB8 

D  Valentine  Party  held  by  the  Federation  of 
American  and  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT)  at  8  pm,  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Cash  bar;  all  welcome. 
II  The  European  Iceberg  opens  at  the  AGO. 
See  Art. 

SAT/FEB  9 

(  IQueen  of  Hearts  Pageant.  The  fourth  an- 
nual beauty  contest  sonsored  by  Gay  Filipi- 
nos. At  the  Party  Hall  Dance  Centre  (167 
Church  St,  near  Queen),  7  pm.  Tickets:  $8  in 
advance  or  $10  at  the  door.  Door  prizes  and 
cash  bar.  All  welcome. 
DBratty  at  the  Cameron.  See  Music. 

TUES/FEB12 

N  AIDS  on  PBS.  See  Television. 


WED/FEB  13 

i  lYet  another  International  Women's  Day 
Committee  meeting.  See  Jan  23. 


THUR/FEB14 

DPink  Triangle  Day.  Wear  a  big  shiny  one 
today  to  commemorate  the  sixth  anniversary 
of  the  day  Judge  Sydney  Harris  declared  The 
Body  Politic  not  guilty  of  being  immoral,  in- 
decent or  scurrilous  (!)  —  the  first  of  many 
court  victories  since  then  (and  boy  are  we 


SKY  GILBERT 

IN  LISTEN  TO  THE  CITY 

▲ 


VISIONS  FOR 

THE  WORKING 

WORLD 


Ron  Mann,  whose  performance  docu- 
mentaries, Imagine  the  Sound  and  Poetry 
in  Motion,  won  a  great  deal  of  interna- 
tional acclaim,  has  recently  completed  his 
first  dramatic  feature,  Listen  to  the  City. 
The  film  premiered  at  Toronto 's  Festival 
of  Festivals  in  September  1984  and  is 
scheduled  to  open  at  the  Carlton  Cinemas 
this  month. 

Starring  in  the  film  are  American  ac- 
tress PJ  Soles;  Sandy  Home,  singer  and 
bass  guitarist  with  the  Spoons;  poet  Jim 
Carroll;  and  Sky  Gilbert,  the  popular 
Toronto  playwright,  actor  and  director 
renowned  for  his  groundbreaking  work  in 
gay  theatre. 

Listen  to  the  City  is  a  call  for  new  ideas 
about  our  relationship  with  our  work.  In 
the  film,  industry  is  collapsing  and  mil- 
lions face  unemployment  as  the  city 's 
main  industrial  employer  folds.  A  (tempt- 
ing to  exploit  the  situation  is  a  corporate 
tyrant  (played  by  Gilbert)  who  has  con- 
cocted a  cynical  plan  that  would  trigger  a 
new  depression.  A  hopelessly  inept  city 
council  (with  one  member  played  by  Jo- 
hanna Householder,  of  Clichettes fame) 
is  powerless  to  halt  the  looming  disaster: 
people  are  not  listening  to  one  another. 

The  solution  presented  in  the  film 
grows  out  of  the  writings  of  Fritchoff 
Bergmann,  whose  idea  of  a  rotating  work 
schedule,  six  months  on,  six  months  off, 
has  been  endorsed  by  major  corpora- 
tions, unions,  mental  health  experts  and 
leading  economists,  says  Mann.  Instead 
of  receiving  unemployment  benefits  or 
welfare,  people  would  be  paid  to  develop 
skills,  invent  new  products  and,  ultimate- 
ly, to  take  control  of  their  own  lives. 
Listen  to  the  City  presents  in  dramatic, 
visual  terms  the  need  for  action,  vision 
andcommunity.  SMO 

A  t  press  lime,  the  release  date  of  Listen  to  the 
(  77  r  could  not  be  confirmed  by  its  producers. 
For  more  up-to-date  information  about  the 
film 's  opening,  check  the  latest  issue  of  Xtra, 
TBP's  twice-monthly  events  guide,  available 
free  in  many  locations  across  the  city. 
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glad  that's  over,  until  maybe  next  month 
anyway).  And  don't  forget  to  buy  a  big  box 
of  chocolates  fer  yer  sweetie. 
H Conversations  with  Marie-Claire  Blais. 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society  at 
the  U  of  T  presents  the  noted  Quebecoise 
writer  tonight  at  8,  at  the  auditorium  of  the 


Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education, 
252  Bloor  St  W.  $3  admission;  free  childcare; 
interpreted  for  the  hearing-impaired. 
DPub  Night  with  the  boys  from  Out  &  Out. 
Non-members  are  welcome  to  come  find  out 


SCOTT  WILKINSON 
IN  CONCERT 


FAR  REACHES 


TECHNIQUE 


Scott  Wilkinson,  a  talented  Toronto 
classical  guitarist,  will  be  performing  on 
Valentine 's  Day  at  the  University  of  Toron- 
to in  a  final  recital  to  complete  his  music 
and  composition  degree. 

In  addition  to  playing  solo  works  by 
composers  such  as  Benjamin  Britten, 
Manuel  Ponce,  Roussel  and  Albinez, 
Wilkinson  will  join  members  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Symphony  Orchestra 
for  Ponce 's  '  'Concierto  del  Sur ' '  and  Brit- 
ten's "Nocturne"  Opus  70,  a  composition 
intended  to  exploit  the  farthest  reaches  of 
guitar  technique  and  general  musicality. 

As  a  performing  artist,  Wilkinson  has 
given  extensive  recitals  throughout 
Ontario,  and  has  toured  as  part  of  the  U  of 
T  Guitar  Ensemble  to  such  places  as  Cuba 
and  Martinique.  After  graduation,  he 
hopes  to  pursue  his  goals  of  performing 
and  composing  classical  guitar  music, 
accepting  invitations  to  study  abroad  in 
Cuba  and  France. 

Scott  Wilkinson 's  recital  is  on  Thursday, 
February  14  at  H:I5  pm  in  Walter  Hall. 
Edward  Johnson  Building  (behind  the  Mc- 
Laughlin  Planetarium),  at  the  UofT 
A  d mission  is  free.  PCB 


f%. 


FOR  THE  MOST 

UP-TO-DATE  INFO  ON 

WHAT'S  GOING  ON  IN 

TORONTO,  PICK  UP  A 

COPY  OF  XTRA,  TBP'S 

FREE  TWICE-MONTHLY 

GUIDE,  WHEREVER  YOU 

GO  OUT 


about  the  club.  At  the  Hitch'n'Post,  529 
Yonge  St.  Call  927-0970  for  details. 
nScott  Wilkinson  in  Concert.  A  classical 
guitar  recital;  see  Music,  and  the  preview  on 
this  page. 

SAT/FEB  16 

nChutzpah's  Valentine  Party  at  Arnold's, 
8:30  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 
FIThey're  Spraying  Our  Song.  A  just-after- 
Valentine's-Day  dance  sponsored  by  the  Les- 
bian Speakers  Bureau,  8:30  pm  at  the  Party 
Centre,  167  Church  St.  Tickets:  $6  in  advance 
from  the  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  SCM 
and  Glad  Day,  or  $7  at  the  door.  All  women 
welcome  (sorry,  not  wheelchair  accessible). 


WED/FEB  20 


n Pisces  Potluck  Supper.  A  Piscean  party 
held  by  the  Out  &  Out  Club.  Call  ahead  for 
details  and  meal  contributions:  927-0970. 
DThe  International  Women's  Day  Commit- 
tee meets  again  tonight.  See  Ja'n  23. 


SUN/FEB  24 

DChutzpah's  Monthly  Brunch.  1  pm  at  the 
Chinese  Palace,  150  Dundas  St  W.  Info: 
489-4662. 

TUES/FEB  26 

DThe  Danny  Grossman  Dance  Company 

opens  tonight  at  Harbourfront.  See  Stage. 


WED/FEB  27 

(1  International  Women's  Day  Committee  — 

one  of  the  last  planning  meetings  before  the 
event.  See  Jan  23. 

THUR/FEB28 

DBratty  at  the  Cameron  again!  See  Music. 
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MONDAYS 


!The  Women's  Group.  Support  group  for 
lesbians,  8  pm.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Raechel,  936-0527. 

Overeaters  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 
593-6217. 

I    Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  7:30  pm, 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 


WEDNESDAYS 


Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  8  pm,  Inter- 
national Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St. 
Check  923-GAYS  for  weekly  topic.  All 
welcome. 

(    Gay  Alliance  at  York.  Check  Excalihur  for 
time  and  place. 

Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


Zami.  New  group  for  black  and  West  Indi- 
an lesbians  and  gay  men.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  8  pm. 

f  1TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 


WEEKENDS 


SUNDAYS 

Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor), 
5  pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 
F  'Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto.  Worship  at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm; 
singspiration  15  minutes  before  each  service. 
Wheelchair-accessible;  all  services  signed  for 
the  deaf.  730  Bathurst.  536-2848. 

Christos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne  &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
968-7423,  days  and  evenings. 

1  After  You're  Out.  A  supportive,  sharing 
group  that  discusses  a  variety  of  gay-related 
topics.  Meets  in  a  private  home.  Info: 
964-6600. 

I  'Lesbians  of  Colour.  7:30  pm.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
i    Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  Si 
(MCC). 


PHONELINES 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

Black  Youth  Hotline  .  .967-6104  924-7161 
Mon-Fri,  I0am-9pm. 

Gaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  davs  a  week,  7-11  pm. 

Lesbian  Phoneline 960-3249 

Hies  7:30-10:30  pm. 

Ga>  Community  Calendar 923-GAYS 

Ga>  Courlwatch 362-6928 

Gay Fathersof Toronto   364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

SpousesofGa>s  967-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

Toronto  AreaGays(TAG) 96466(H) 

Mon-Fri  7-io  pm. 
Counselling,  info. 

Bisexuals  International.        (215)425-3894 
(Philadelphia) 

(  IKPA    960-6318 

Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Police 
Activities  24-houi  confidential  hotline. 
I  rouble  with  the  police?  Call  M  first ! 


SEE 
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Tucked  away  in  the  long  corridor 

£! 

behind  the  dance  floor  at  Boots 

a 

is  one  of  the  city's  friendliest. 

3 

cosiest  cafes. 

ft) 

The  perfect  place  to  wile  away 

CO 

the  hours  with  a  friend  or  to 

sample   the  casual,    modestly- 

fHk 

priced,  top  quality  home  made 
cooking... 

f 

AND  ENJOY  DINNER 

FOR  TWO  ON  US! 


With  every  dinner  or  Sunday  Brunch  Entree  purchased 

during  February  '85,  you  receive  your  chance  to 

win  dinner  for  two  plus  two  tickets  to  see  "CA  TS" 

at  the  Elgin  on  March  21  '85. 

'(Complete  details  at  The  Griffon  Arms) 


JOIN  US  AT 


THE  GRIFFON  ARMS 

365-9825 


II17IHJNDASSTE 

(at  Church) 


DRIVERS 


We  are  Pronto  Toronto,  one  of  Metro's  fastest 
growing  courier  services.  Our  customers  know 
us  as  being  reliable,  courteous  and  above  all, 
competitive. 

Our  top  drivers  are  earning  $25K  plus.  The  suc- 
cessful candidates  would  need  to  havetheirown 
van  or  late  model  compact  car,  have  a  good 
knowledge  of  Metro  Toronto  and  Mississauga, 
and  know  how  to  set  priorities. 

As  well  as  an  excellent  income,  we  offer  steady 
employment,  coupled  with  regular  working 
hours  (Monday-Friday). 

Call  us  today  for  an  interview  at: 

482-5679 

PRONTO 

TORONTO 


II W 


We  . 

your  language... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 

T  TT^  •   We  ^ave  fres^ top  clua^ty  Deef'  Pork' 
Oil  P^**  lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

^l\t£~i\^  •   We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 

{~*V\v)*       *  ea§er  to  neip  y°u- 

^^r      We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 

V' ik  "OYVj  V  *■  *   deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
/V*^*"^  pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


Brand L 


...Can  we 
talk? 


Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 
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FAMILIAR  FACES, 
HIDDEN  LIVES  AT 
HARBOURFRONT 

It's  a  Saturday  afternoon  at  the  Art 
Gallery  at  Harbourfront.  After  watching 
glass-blowers  and  weavers  in  the  adjacent 
artists'  studios,  people  with  kids  wander 
through  the  Toronto  Documentary 
Photography  Project,  looking  carefully 
at  the  pictures  and  reading  the  accom- 
panying texts  of  Pamela  Harris's  Faces  of 
Feminism  /  Toronto  1984.  It's  a  collection 
that  reads  like  a  roll  call  of  the  city's  fem- 
inist activists:  women  from  the  Toronto 
Rape  Crisis  Centre,  Nellie's  Hostel  and 
Womynly  Way  Productions;  writers 
Susan  G  Cole  and  Eve  Zaremba;  artist 
Lynne  Fernie;  The  Clichettes;  and  many 
others. 

These  are  good  and  brave  women,  and 
many  of  them  have  paid  a  social  price  for 
their  radical  positions  against  a  male- 
dominated  world.  A  good  number  of 
these  women  are  also  lesbians.  Yet  in 
Pamela  Harris's  text,  the  word  is  no- 
where mentioned. 

It's  often  said  that  the  challenge  lesbian 
feminists  pose  to  our  society  is  much 
more  fundamental  than  that  posed  by  gay 
men,  since  lesbians  challenge  more  deeply 
repressive  family  structures.  Watching  the 
Saturday  crowds'  interest  in  Faces  of 
Feminism  it  was  difficult  not  to  be  angry 
at  this  lost  opportunity.  Was  the  word 
"lesbian"  left  out  because  this  was  a  fam- 
ily show?  For  me  it  seemed  only  a  failure 
ofcourage  and  nerve.     AlanO'ConnorD 

OPTIMISM  ON  THE 
BORDERS  OF  GAY 
&  STRAIGHT 

"I've  just  learned  an  important  lesson," 
groans  clonish  Stephen  as  he  writhes  on 
the  pavement  in  the  opening  scene  of  The 
Go-Go  Boys.  "Never  blow  a  kiss  to  a 
skinhead!" 

Actually,  Stephen  (Andrew  Alty)  had 
just  been  rescued  from  a  vicious  queer- 
bashing  by  Brian  (Howard  Lester),  a  het- 
erosexual man  who  comes  to  his  aid.  So 
begins  a  bittersweet,  sometimes  troubled 
and  often  hilarious  friendship  between 
the  two  men:  one  "strictly  straight," 
as  the  original  programme  at  London's 
Gate  Theatre  read;  the  other  "heavily 
homosexual." 

Fresh  from  their  phenomenal  success  in 
Britain,  Alty  and  Lester  have  brought  us 
their  cabaret-style  show,  which  English 
critics  heralded  as  "ninety  minutes  of 
myth-shattering  wit  laced  with  pertinent 
...truths." 

The  Utopian  plot  of  The  Go-Go  Boys 
describes  the  growing  bond  between 
Brian  and  Stephen  in  a  series  of  provoca- 
tive vignettes.  For  many  in  the  audience, 
the  high  point  of  the  play  was  the  hilar- 
ious visit  by  straight  Brian  to  a  crowded 
leather  bar,  an  episode  rife  with  humor- 
ous possibilities.  Gay  mating  rituals,  as 
well  as  silly  straight  prejudices  about 
macho  male  behaviour,  are  richly  satir- 
ized. Leather-clad  Stephen  assures  Brian 
that  none  of  the  studs  in  bikers'  gear 
owns  a  motorcycle  ("We  all  came  here  on 
the  bus!"),  while  Brian  loudly  blows  his 
nose  on  the  red  handkerchief  protruding 
conspicuously  from  Stephen's  right  back 
pocket. 

Alty  and  Lester  cleverly  use  their  thin 
plot  line  to  pull  together  an  intervening 
mixture  of  outrageous  skits,  including  a 


Invisible  challenge:  the  women  of  the  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  in  Faces  of  Feminism 


tacky  game  show  called  "So  You  Think 
You're  Normal,"  in  which  Alty,  playing  a 
typical  het,  guesses  (correctly!)  that  a 
clitoris  is  a  lattice-work  fence.  In  other 
scenes,  a  working-class  father  uneasily  in- 
terrogates his  secretive  gay  son  about  his 
"girlfriend,"  and  an  upper-class  twit  gets 
advice  on  how  to  achieve  an  erection 
from  his  dimwitted  patriarchal  "papa." 

There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  admired  in 
the  show,  particularly  the  well-rehearsed, 
energetic  interplay  of  the  two  performers. 
Both  seemed  understandably  nervous  be- 
fore the  predominantly  gay  and  lesbian 
audience  on  opening  night  in  Toronto. 
(The  performance  was  a  benefit  for  the 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  and  the 
standing-room-only  crowd  not  only  guar- 
anteed financial  success,  but  occupied 
most  of  Zena  Cherry's  society  column  in 
the  next  day's  Globe  and  Mail  \)  Some 
people  in  the  audience  were  clearly  less 
than  enchanted  by  the  large  amount  of 
attention  lavished  by  the  show  on 
straights  and  their  distorted  views  of  gay 
men.  Many  seemed  skeptical  of  the  play's 
underlying  idealism,  its  assumption  that 
all  men  are  alike,  het  or  homo. 

But  perhaps  the  emphasis  on  straights 
points  to  a  significant  difference  in 
outlook  between  British  gay  men  and 
those  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Perhaps 
British  gays  (at  least  in  large  urban  cen- 
tres) feel  a  greater  need  to  win  over 
straight  people,  to  persuade  them  that 
we're  all  "just  men."  It  would  be  easy  to 
be  impatient  with  some  of  the  show's 
facile  optimism,  or  to  accuse  it  of  blithely 
glossing  over  serious  political  questions. 
Even  Alty  and  Lester  have  admitted  that 
there  are  moments  of  glibness  in  the 
piece,  where  serious  political  scrutiny  has 
given  way  to  irreverant  satire  and  broad 
humour.  But  that's  what  gives  the  play  its 
flavour,  and  makes  it  a  memorable  and 
enjoyable  tour  deforce  for  two  very 
talented  performers. 

Apart  from  a  few  wilting  moments  Of 
song  which  somehow  haven't  made  the 


transatlantic  crossing  very  successfully, 
the  high  energy  of  The  Go-Go  Boys  rare- 
ly sags.  The  joy  and  strength  of  the  per- 
formers make  the  work  an  undeniably 
useful  starting  point  for  teaching  straight 
people  something  about  us  —  depending, 
of  course,  on  how  willing  we  are  to  have 
straights  for  friends  or  allies.  Yet  for  gays 
newly  coming  out  or  struggling  with  the 
difficulties  of  such  an  important  rite  of 
passage,  The  Go-Go  Boys  might  provide 
a  much-needed  sense  of  solidarity  and 
reassurance.  PG  BakerD 


SUFFOCATING 
REPRESSION  AND 


The  Bostonians,  directed  by  James  Ivory 
and  based  on  Henry  James's  1886  novel, 
offers  a  glimpse  of  the  women's  emanci- 
pation movement  in  New  England  during 
the  1870s.  Olive  Chancellor  (Vanessa 
Redgrave),  a  lesbian  who  sees  men  as 
"the  enemy,"  and  Basil  Ransom  (Chris- 
topher Reeve),  a  charismatic  traditional- 
ist (and  racist),  represent  two  extremes  in 
a  wide  spectrum  of  opinions  and  feelings 
of  the  time.  Childlike  Varena  Terrant 
(Madelaine  Potter),  the  amazingly  elo- 
quent daughter  of  a  semi-respectable 
faith-healer,  becomes  the  object  of  both 
Olive's  and  Basil's  affections. 

Because  Potter  is  so  weak  as  Varena, 
it's  often  necessary  to  rely  on  other  char- 
acters' responses  to  her  in  order  to  com- 
prehend her  feelings.  Likewise,  Basil's 
character,  drawn  by  the  film's  rich  adap- 
tation of  James's  oblique  prose,  is  not  en- 
hanced by  Reeve's  superficial  acting  and 
cloying  Mississippi  drawl.  Reeve's  short- 
comings seem  underlined  by  Redgrave's 
dynamic  performance,  which  throws  the 
"love  triangle"  badly  out  of  balance. 
Throughout,  Redgrave  gives  a  strong, 
sensuous,  even  erotic  performance. 

Open,  warm  affection  between  women 
is  refreshing  to  see  on  the  big  screen.  Les- 
bian relationships  definitely  appear  to  be 
more  fulfilling  than  heterosexual  court- 
ships and  couplings,  although  Olive  em- 
ploys desperately  manipulative  tech- 
niques to  keep  Varena  with  her.  Olive 
knows  that  she  has  no  social  right  to 
Varena's  company  if  men  want  her  young 
companion. 

The  movie  seems  shrouded  in  the  puri- 
tanical behaviour  of  the  novel  and  its 
time,  but  skillfully  evokes  the  suffocating 
repression  of  women  by  a  relentless  patri- 
archy. The  moment  at  which  Olive  her- 
self, deprived  of  Verena,  mounts  the 
speakers'  platform  to  find  herself  pos- 
sessed of  some  of  Varena's  oracular 
powers,  seems  alone  worth  the  price  of 
admission.         PG  Baker  Laura  Spicer 


Go-Go  Boys  A  ndrew  A  Ity  and  Ho  ward  Lester:  high  energy  and  an  underlying  idealism 


I  HI    BODY  POI  UK         I  I  BRl WRY  IW5       27 


SOCIAL  &  POLITICAL  ACTION 

continued  from  page  23 

Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance  ol  the  Deal  Box  671  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6 
Zami.  New  support/ political/ social  group  lor  black  and  (test  In- 
dian lesbians  and  gay  men,  meeting  every  Thurs  8  pm,  at  519 
Church  St  Into  c/o  Box  7289.  Stn  A  M5W  1 X9 

HEALTH  A 
SOCIAL  SERVICES 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  Box  55  Stn  F  M4Y  2L4  926-1626 
(Mon-Fri  9  am-5  pm)  Educates  public  about  the  syndrome 
especially  AIDS-attected  communities,  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS 

Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/ gay  fellowships  964-3962 

The  Centre  tor  Sexually  Assaulted  Males  (SAM)  Box  597  Stn  Q 
M4A  2P4  928-0772  Phonelmes  open  7  pm  to  5  am 

Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  Si  Community  Centre,  M4Y  2C9 
Ptioneline  243-5494, 7-10  pm,  seven  days  a  week  Free  face-to-face 
counselling  service  Thursdays  7-10  pm 

Gay  Christian  Counselling  Service  Professional  counselling,  indiv- 
idual and  couple,  lor  gay  men,  lesbians  and  families  of  gays  Metro- 
politan Community  Church  of  Toronto  For  appt  536-2848 

Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Phoneline  364-4164,  7-10  pm.  Mon-Fn. 

Gay  Men  s  Discussion  Groups.  Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre 978-3977 

Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St.  2nd  floor.  M4Y  2E3 
922-0603  V0  into,  testing  and  treatment  Hours  Mon,  Wed.  4-9 
pm.  Tues.  Thurs,  10  am-3  pm  Fri  4-7  pm.  Sat.  10  am-2  pm  Bath 
clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Roman's 

Lesbian  Phoneline.  Box  70  Sin  F  M4Y  214  960-3249  Tues 
7  30-10  30  pm  Recorded  message  other  times  Speakers  available 

Obsessive  and  Compulsive  Sexual  Behavioui  Group,  it  s  an  addic- 
tion that  is  destructive  to  relationships,  etc  Write  our  therapy  group 
206  Si  Clair  Ave  W.  M4V  1R2  Attn  Receptionist 

Sex  Ed  Centre,  c/o  (J  ol  T  Office  ot  Admissions.  315  Bloor  St  W, 


Room  107,  M5S  1  A3  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sts.  behind  Admissions 
Bldg  978-3977  Sex  counselling  tor  U  of  Tcampus.  Gay  counsellors 
available  Tuesdays  on  request 

Toronto  Area  Gays.  Box  6706  StnA.  M5W1X5  964-6600  Free 
peer  counselling  and  info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Mon-Fri 
7  pm-10pm 

Toronto  Counselling  Centre  tor  Lesbians  and  Gays.  105  Carlton  St. 
4th  floor.  M5B  1M2  977-2153  Tues.  Wed,  Thurs,  6  30-9  30  pm 
Professional  counselling  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Call  tor  appt  or 
drop  in 

Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave.  M4Y  1 K9  Gay  youth, 
streetwork.  parkwatch.  public  education,  agency  consultations. 


Association  ot  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  St. 
M4Y  1 M8  Social  work  students  also  welcome 

Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  7086.  Stn  A,  M5W  1X7  920-1882 
Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  health-care  delivery 
and  research 

Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513.  Adelaide  St  Stn. 
M5C  2J6  Non-profit  guild  with  more  than  70  members,  publishes 
directory  twice  a  year 


RELIGIOUS 


Affirmation,  a  support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Mormons  and 
their  friends.  For  information,  write  Drawer  E622.  Box  7289.  Stn 
A,  M5W1X9 

Canadian  Unitarian  Universalis  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns 
(CUULGC).  A  support  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  within 
Unitarian  Universalis!  churches  c/o  Canadian  Unitarian  Council. 
175  St  Clair  Ave  W.  M4W  197 

Christos  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  1 193,  Stn  F 
M4Y2T8  968-7423  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronto 

Chutzpah.  See  Social/political  action  listings. 

Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249.  Stn  E.  M6H  4E2  960-3997  Group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  friends 


"Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9  Pastoral  ministry 
lor  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends  593-6217  Chaplains 
available  for  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number 
□ Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch,  980  Broadview 
Ave.  Apt  2309,  M4K  3Y1   925-0926  (David)  Support  and  fellow- 
ship for  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  friends  Meets  1  st 
and  3rd  Wed  of  month 

1  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St . 
M5S  2R4.  536-2848.  An  ecumenical  Christian  church  for  all 
people  with  a  special  ministry  to  gay  community 

Seventh-Day  Adventists  Kinship  Canada.  Box  408  Stn  C. 
M6J  3P5   533-5896 

Spirit.  730  Bathurst  SI.  M5S  2R4.  482-1817  Support  group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  friends 

Toronto  Organization  ot  United  Church  Homosexuals.  Box  626. 
StnQ.  M4T  1L0 

NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

HThe  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Drawer  OPI.  c/oBox  7289. 
Stn  A.  M5W  1X9. 


[   Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League  Box  1113.  Stn  F. 
M4Y2T8 

Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Info  bulletin  boards  in 
bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA  (below)  Sep'-May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 
evenings) ,  also  summer  league 
:   MGM  Bowling  League.  Second  season  Sundays.  7pm  at 
Bathurst  Bowlerama  (Bathurst  and  Glencaim).  Info:  Garth 
(961-1645)0' Wayne  (961-1718) 

[   Nol-so  Amazon  Softball  League.  All-lesbian  recreation  league 
Into  967-7440  or  466-9341 

POut  and  Out  Club.  Box  331.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L7.  927-0970.  Outdoor 
activities  for  gay  people 

flPool  Bar  league.  Info  at  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA. 
I   Riverdale  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA. 


18  EAST  HOTEL 


Featuring: 


•  Clean,  affordable  double  roo 

•  Sauna  &  TV  lounge 

•  Free  laundry  facilities 

•  Private  sundeck 

•  Lots  of  free  parking 
And 

•  A  sizzling  bar 

RATES 

$24  per  night  $75  per  week 
(Based  on  single  or  double  occupa 

Special  monthly  winter  rates  available 


I 


18  Eastern  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont.  M5A  1H5 

(416)368-4040 


Riverdale  Volleyball  League  Sept- April  season  Into  at  Buddy's 
oi  write  c/o  TSA 

Rotators  Curling  League  Write  c/o  TSA 
:    Salukis.  All-lesbian  Softball  learn  Box  6597.  Stn  A,  M5W  1 X4 
964-7477 

PToronto  Historical  Bowling  Society  Sept-May  season;  Tues 
Wed.  Fri  and  Sat  evenings,  and  Sun  afternoon  Also  summer 
league  Into.  423-5955,  or  write  100-2  Bloor  St  W.  M4W  3E2 

Toronto  Sports  Alliance  (TSA).  Box  1113.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2T8 
I   Womyn  Out  Doors  (WOODS).  Women-identified  women  sharing 
outdoor  skills  and  experiences  Outings,  workshops  and  trips  Box 
462.  Stn  P,  M5S2S9. 

PUBLICATIONS  & 
INFORMATION 

nAction!  Irregular  publication  ot  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4  924-4523. 

Bisexuals  International  (Philadelphia).  (215)  425-3894 
riThe  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9  364-6320 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly 
D Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  Stn  A.  M5W  1G2.  364-2759. 

Canadian  Women's  Movement  Archives   Box 928.  StnQ, 
M4T  2P1.  597-8865 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297)  Box  8. 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2H8,  24  hour  recorded  message  of  weekly 
events  To  get  info  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays 

□  Gayline  West.  453-GGCO  Community  into  for  Mississauga  and 
parts  west  of  Metro. 

nGlad  Day  Bookshop.  598  Yonge  St.  2nd  floor.  M5Y  2A6. 

961-4161    Mon  10-8.  Tue-Wed  10-6,  Thurs-Fn  10-9;  Sat  10-6; 

Sun  12-6, 

DGrapevine,  Box  38.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E1    Lesbian  Mothers'  Delense 

Fund  newsletter  2-3  issues/year. 

DLesbian/Lesbienne.  National  newsletter  367-0589  (Kerry) 

□  Metamorphosis.  Box  5963.  Sin  A.  M5W  1P4.  Newsletter  for 
transsexuals 

□  Rites.  Magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation.  Box  65.  Stn  F. 
M4Y2L4 

□  Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre.  SURPI,  380  Vic- 
toria St,  M5B  1W7.  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective  Les- 
bian and  feminist  music,  interviews  and  announcements  Sundays 
at  noon  CKLN-FM  88  1   To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838 

□  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord  Si,  M5S  1G4. 
922-8744 

[ /The  Web.  821-1416  Free  monthly  newsletter  of  women's 
events  Available  at  SCM  Bookstore.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  Cameo.  Together,  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCC. 


WOMEN'S 


The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in  Toronto  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  lesbians. 

'  (Branching  Out.  Lesbian  culture  resource  centre  Box  141. 
2  Bloor  St  W,  Ste  100-99.  M4W  3E2. 

□  Broadside.  Box  494.  Stn  P.  M5S  2T1.  598-3513.  Monthly  fem- 
inist newspaper  Substantial  contributions  by  lesbians 

□  Constance  Hamilton  Housing  Co-op.  For  women  only.  523  Melita 
Cres.  M6G  3X9,  532-8860 

riFireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  977-8681,  Feminist  quar- 
terly of  politics  and  the  arts 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St,  second  floor, 
M4Y2E3.  922-0566  Free  medical  clinic  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological info  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals.  Hours  Mon.  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm,  Tues,  Thur,  4  pm- 
8  pm.  Call  ahead. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y2L4. 
789-4541   Independent  socialist-feminist  organization 
[/Jessie's  Centre  for  Teenage  Women.  154  Bathurst  St,  M5V  2R3 
365-1888  Multiservice  agency,  Lesbian-positive, 

□  Macphail  House.  389  Church  St.  MSB  2A1   977-1037  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  for  women  16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments 

□  Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave.  M4M  2G8 
461-1084  Temporary  hostel  lor  women  16andover,  including 
mothers  with  children 

□  Power  and  Trust,  S/M.  Call  it  what  you  want.  Toronto  lesbian 
S/M  support  group  now  in  formation  (and  we  don't  have  a  name 
yet1)  For  further  info,  send  SASE  to  Drawer  E774,  Box  7289.  Stn 
A.  M5W1X9. 

□  Sistering.  Drop-in  centre  lor  transient  women.  Counselling  and 
referrals  for  housing,  doctors,  social  agencies,  etc  Free  coffee  and 
lunch  in  a  non-threatening,  supportive  atmosphere  Mon-Fri,  8 
am-4  pm  Scadding  Court  Community  Centre.  707  Dundas  W  (at 
Bathurst)  366-0001 

□  Stop  86.  86  Madison  Ave.  M5R  2S4.  922-3271   Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  for  women  under  25 

□  Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre.  22  DavisvilleAve, 
M4S  1E8.  487-2807.  9-5  Mon-Thurs.  9-2:30  Fri  Employment 
counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning  workshops. 

□  Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Sell  Help  Network.  Suite  202.  Box 
2213,  Sin  P.  M5S2T2  Phoneline  961-7319,  Self-help  group  for 
women  addicted  to  alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Weekly  meetings 

l   Toronto  Differently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee. 

929-9327  (weekday  mornings) 

i    Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X4.  Crisis 

line  964-8080  Business  line  964-7477.  Info,  self-defence 

courses. 

I   Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op.  Coming  soon.  Info  921-4755 

Toronto  Women's  Social  Network.  Non-profit  group  devoted  to 
organizing  activities  lor  gay  women  in  and  around  Toronto  Call 
923-GAYS  for  event  listings 

U  of  T  Women's  Newsmagazine.  For  feminists  on  and  off  cam- 
pus 44  St  George  St,  2nd  fir.  M5S  2E4  Into  Brenda  534-4021 

Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  22  Davisville  SI. 
M4S  1E8  534-1161 

Women's  Counselling.  Referral  and  Education  Centre.  34B  Col- 
lege St.  M5T  1S4  Phonelineopen  Mon-Fri  1-4  pm  924-0766 
Education  about  and  relerral  to  self-help  groups  and  other  com- 
munity resources. 

Women's  Independent  Thoughlz  (WITZ).  Group  for  exchange  of 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours  768-9496  or  536-3162 

Women's  Media  Alliance,  c/o  940  Queen  St  E.M4M  1J7  Phyllis 
Waugh. 466-8840. 

Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St  W.M5S  1V6 
923-6641.  Ext  244  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes    . 

Womensports.  Women's  sports  store  561  Ml  Pleasant  Rd  (s  of 
Eglinton)  481-2531, 

Womynly  Way  Productions.  427  Blooi  St  W,  M5S  1 X7 
925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical 
perlormancestothecity 
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Bso  Gidlow  come 

to  Son  Froncisco  looking 

for  people  of  her  own 

kind.  She  found  them  — 

but  the  first  few  were  o 

lesson  in  themselves. 

An  excerpt  from 

her  outobiogrophy,  Elsa: 

I  Come  With  My  Songs 


MAKING 

FRIENDS 


"7b  my  younger  sisters  who  con- 
tinually ask,  What  was  it  like 
when  you  were  young  so  long  ago, 
I  can  only  reply,  It  was  like  jump- 
ing naked  into  an  ocean  knowing 
only  imperfectly  how  to  swim." 


Elsa  Gidlow,  born  eighty-six  years  ago,  lives 
on  the  lush  land  of  Marin  County,  just  north 
of  San  Francisco 's  Golden  Gate.  Here,  in  a 
onetime  summer  cottage  which  she  bought 
more  than  forty  years  ago  and  fixed  up  with 
her  own  hands,  she  writes.  Prolifically:  she 
has  produced  hundreds  of  poems,  short 
stories,  poetry-dramas  and  novels. 

For  the  past  few  years,  she  has  been  work- 
ing mostly  on  her  autobiography,  Elsa:  I 
Come  With  My  Songs,  soon  to  be  published 
by  San  Francisco 's  Booklegger  Press.  It 's  a 
story  which  takes  her  from  her  birth  in 
England  in  1898,  through  emigration  to 
Canada  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  six, 
growing  up  in  a  small  village  and  moving  to 
Montreal  when  she  was  fifteen.  In  "Casting 
a  Net, '  'a  chapter  of  her  autobiography  pub- 
lished in  The  Body  Politic  in  May,  1982  (and 
later  reprinted  in  Margaret  Cruikshank's 
anthology,  New  Lesbian  Writing),  she  tells 
of  her  resolution,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
"to  find  my  kind  of  people" —  which  she 
did  by  seeking,  and  then  starting  herself,  a 
group  in  which  writers  and  artists  could  dis- 
cuss their  work.  "At  last," she  wrote,  "I 
found  people  I  could  enjoy,  converse  with, 
learn  from  and  perhaps  love.  The  most  in- 
teresting to  me  was  Roswell"  —  Roswell 
George  Mills,  a  nineteen-year-old  editorial 
assistant  at  the  Montreal  Star,  languid,  wit- 
ty, and  flippantly  gay.  Each  quickly  recog- 
nized a  fellow  "outsider." Elsa  writes:  "In- 
stead of  accepting  society 's  rejection,  we 
two  iconoclasts  rejected  our  rejectors, 
proud  to  be  the  spiritual  and  passional  kin  of 
Sappho,  the  Shakespeare  of  the  Sonnets, 
Jesus,  Michelangelo,  Leonardo  da  Vinci, 
Carpenter,  Walt  Whitman  and  hundreds 
more  of  the  world's  admired  individuals 
whose  secret  lives  we  ferreted  out  from  for- 
bidden chronicles. ' ' 

In  1920,  she  left  Montreal  for  New  York, 
"to  seek  fame'  and  friends,  but  with  no 
hope  of  fortune. ' ' '  Friends  she  found, 
among  them  "Tommy" —  Violet  Winifred 
I  eslie  Henry- A  nderson,  a  legal  secretary 
and  former  golf  pro  from  an  aristocratic 
Scots  family  who  had  lost  their  fortune.  In 
1926,  they  moved  together  to  Sun  I  rancis- 
co,  where  they  again  sought  kindred  so///s 
—  and  found  a  few  rather  curious  ones. . . . 

—  Rick  Hehout 


Friends,  yes.  Friends  of  our  kind. 
Coming  as  a  stranger  to  a  strange 
land,  how  does  one  find /make 
friends?  If  either  of  us  had  come 
mateless  to  this  far  end  of  the  contin- 
ent I  cannot  guess  how  long  we  might  have 
remained  so.  If  there  were  lesbians  they  were 
invisible.  All  social  activity  at  that  time,  at 
whatever  level,  from  serious  or  romantic  on 
through  humorous,  ribald  or  raunchy,  was 
on  the  premise  that  "male  and  female  creat- 
ed He  them."  A  supposed  witticism  was, 
"Here  in  the  West  the  men  are  men  and  the 
women  are  wide  open  spaces .' '  There  did  ex- 
ist a  Barbary  Coast  folklore  of  strong,  ambi- 
tious women,  adventurers  who  followed  the 
Gold  Rush  as  did  men.  Many  of  these  wom- 
en were  prostitutes  who  "made  it,"  retired, 
married,  or  became  mistresses  of  the  busi- 
nessmen and  politicians  whose  names  now 
adorn  the  city's  streets.  Some  of  these  fami- 
lies, in  the  mood  of  the  converted,  raised 
banners  of  respectability  higher  than  those 
to  the  manor  born. 

San  Franciscans  generally  were  not 
ashamed  of  their  unsanctified  origins. 
Many  were  proud  of  them.  Even  officially, 
'  'The  City  That  Knows  How' '  was  happy  to 
let  Los  Angeles  be  "The  City  of  Angels," 
wearing  the  cloak  of  godliness  embroidered 
with  a  hundred  varieties  of  religions  and 
cults.  We  were  amused  to  find  that  San 
Franciscans  even  cherished  the  drama  intro- 
duced by  the  destructive  earthquake  of 
1906,  most  often  referred  to  as  "The  Fire." 
They  made  sport  of  the  bluenose  conviction 
that  the  disaster  was  the  Lord's  visitation  on 
the  city  for  its  sinful  ways.  Not  long  afterour 
arrival  someone  recited  to  me  a  verse  which 
unrepentently  appeared  in  one  of  the  daily 
newspapers  shortly  after  the  destructive 
event: 

If  God  was  wrath  with  'Frisco  town 
For  being  over-frisky, 
H  hv  did  He  shake  the  churches  do  wn 
And  Save  Howling 's  whisk  v '.' 

Hotaling  was  a  wealthy  importer  whose 
downtown  warehouse  with  its  stock  of  fine 
whisky  was  left  undamaged  by  quake  and 
fire.  Hotaling  Place  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
Montgomery  Street,  for  any  who  may  wish 
to  drop  a  flower  for  a  possibl)  Bacchic  as- 
pect of  Deity  whose  protection  was  given  to 
our  mortal  need  for  elevated  states. 

In  our  gradual  absorption  of  poeticized 
local  history  we  kept  hearing  about  "•Native 
Sons"  and  "Native  Daughters."  A  young 
woman  was  introduced  to  US  as  "the  daugh- 
ter of  a  Native  Daughter"  as  one  might  pre- 
sent bloodlines.  The  city  was  so  young  in 
1926  that  we  were  puzzled  and  inquired 

what  that  meant.  "Oh."  the  young  woman 
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The  younger  woman 

gazed  at  Tommy  with 

frankly  admiring  eyes. 

'You  sure  were  great!  Do 

you  mind  if  we  walk  with 

you?'  We  did  not." 


Violet  Winifred  Leslie 

Henry-Anderson  —  Tommy  —  in  the 

Nineteen-twenties 


laughed,  "you  haven't  heard?  Wedate from 
the  Gold  Rush.  The  miners  came  in  '49,  the 
whores  in  '50,  and  the  Native  Sons  and 
Daughtersin'51.Mymotherwasoneofthe 
earliest." 

Our  first  lesbian  encounter  occurred  dur- 
ing Chinese  New  Year,  a  ten-day  festival  in 
February.  Night  and  day  we  heard  the  dx- 
plosion  of  firecrackers  set  off  to  drive  ^ut 
the  devils  and  evil  spirits  and  provide  a  fresh 
start,  with  debts  of  all  sorts  having  been  dis- 
charged. The  streets  were  filled  with  flowers 
and  flowering  branches,  azaleas,  Chinese 
lilies  in  pots,  perfume  of  daphne,  plum  and 
cherry  mingling  with  incense,  aromas  of 
food  and  other  exotic  odors  unfamiliar  to 
us.  From  the  street  and  the  family  or  clan 
houses  above  came  the  beat  of  drums  and 
strains  of  shrill  instruments  and  high-pitch- 
ed voices  of  women  singing,  a  music  I  had 
begun  to  find  entrancing.  I  wandered  about 
the  neighborhood  swarming  with  little  chil- 
dren in  their  beautiful  native  costumes  for 
the  festival,  young  women  likewise  color- 
fully attired,  the  older  women  in  darker  silk 
and  embroidered  pyjama  suits  balancing  on 
tiny  bound  feet .  There  were  many  more  men 
also  in  their  Chinese  dress,  some  still  with 
pigtails  topped  by  small  round  hats.  Tommy 
and  I  had  been  acquainting  ourselves  with 
the  restauraunts,  which  were  inexpensive 
for  the  food  we  were  learning  to  enjoy,  while 
we  responded  to  the  atmosphere  of  celebra- 
tion and  the  shops  filled  with  beautiful 
imports. 

One  night  the  festival  was  at  its  noisiest 
and  the  sidewalks  with  their  flowers  and 
stands  of  merchandise  were  thronged  with 
people.  On  Grant  Avenue  handcarts  dodg- 
ed the  few  crawling  automobiles  and  one  or 
two  horse-drawn  vehicles.  Suddenly  close  to 
where  we  were  standing  a  horse,  terrified  by 
the  firecrackers  exploding  around  its 
hooves,  began  to  bolt .  The  driver  in  the  seat 
of  the  crazily  swaying  cart  was  unable  to 
control  the  animal.  Disaster  looked  immi- 
nent. Men  were  yelling,  women  screaming 
and  pushing  back  to  escape  the  runaway. 

As  it  came  opposite  us,  Tommy,  without 
hesitation,  dashed  to  the  horse's  head, 
caught  the  bridle,  holding  it  firmly  while  she 
calmed  the  panicked  animal  and  brought  it 
to  a  stop.  Shouts  of  approval  went  up.  The 
driver,  back  in  control,  guided  vehicle  and 
horse  to  a  side  street.  Two  women  and  a 
short  young  man  detached  themselves  from 
the  pressing  crowds  and  moved  to  our  side, 
taking  our  step.  The  man  asked  Tommy, 
"You  know  horses?" 

"We  had  them  in  the  Old  Country." 

"You  saved  people  from  getting  hurt,  the 
woman  said. 


The  younger  woman  gazed  at  Tommy 
with  frankly  admired  eyes.  "You  sure  were 
great!  Do  you  mind  if  we  walk  with  you?" 
We  did  not.  There  was  a  telltale  something 
about  the  man  that  gave  me  the  impression 
that  he  was  a  homosexual.  The  woman  who 
had  spoken  first  to  Tommy,  like  us,  was 
wearing  tailored  suit  and  flat-heeled  ox- 
fords and  a  jaunty  felt  hat,  not  unusual  for 
San  Francisco  at  that  time.  The  younger 
woman  was  fussily  dressed  and  made  up. 

As  we  walked  and  exchanged  pleasantries 
there  seem  to  develop  the  indefinable  sense 
of  recognition  of  likeness.  They  were  curi- 
ous about  us.  We  didn't  talk  like  westerners, 
were  we  from  England?  It  was  late  and  we 
had  to  be  at  work  early  in  the  morning,  and 
said  we  must  get  home.  Before  we  parted  the 
older  woman  wrote  down  her  name,  Helen, 
her  address  and  phone  number  and  asked  if 
we  would  join  her  and  her  friend  Sonia  at 
brunch  on  Sunday.  Helen  volunteered  that 
they  were  long-time  San  Franciscans  and 
might  be  able  to  tell  us  things  about  the  city 
that  would  be  helpful.  We  thanked  them 
and  accepted. 


Helen  and  Sonia  lived  on  Leaven- 
worth Street  in  a  one-bedroom  ap- 
artment similar  to  the  furnished 
ones  we  had  been  glad  not  to  have  to 
take.  It  looked  comfortable,  some- 
what untidy,  with  popular  magazines  and 
gramaphone  records  on  the  floor  or  chairs. 
When  we  arrived  at  eleven  o'clock  Helen 
was  putting  a  jazz  record  on  the  big  Victrola. 
Sonia  was  in  the  kitchen.  She  came  out, 


looking  housewifely  in  a  flowered  morning 
coat  and  little  apron  with  pink  bows  and  an- 
other bow  pinned  into  her  curled  hair.  Her 
cosmetics  were  even  heavier  than  when  we 
had  seen  her  on  the  street.  Helen  had  on  grey 
pants  and  an  embroidered  smoking  jacket. 
Her  straight  black  hair  was  cut  short. 

The  brunch  was  well-prepared  and  pleas- 
ant. Both  women  were  hospitable,  friendly, 
evidently  eager  to  know  us  better  and  be 
frank  about  themselves.  They  had  been  to- 
gether in  an  on-and-off  relationship  for 
some  six  years.  For  the  past  year  it  was 
"on."  "You  don't  have  much  choice  here," 
Sonia  said,  eyeing  Tommy,  as  she  had  been 
doing  through  the  meal.  And  Helen:  "There 
are  more  guys  than  gals  in  'Frisco,  not  like 
back  East  .It's  the  guys  have  the  bucks  so  the 
guys  get  the  gals."  Helen  addressed  one 
remark  to  me:  "You're  the  femme,  aren't 
you?" 

Neither  Tommy  nor  I  were  acquainted 
with  the  expression.  Into  our  momentary 
blank  silence  Helen  interjected ,"  Butch  and 
femme.  I'm  the  butch  in  this  set-up.  Which 
are  you?"  Tommy  said,  "We  don't  think  of 
ourselves  in  those  terms.  We  are  two  women 
who  care  for  each  other."  I  said,  "We  are 
just  ourselves!" 

I  had  the  impression  they  were  disap- 
pointed in  that  response.  They  continued  to 
angle  for  more  intimate  information  about 
our  friendship.  How  long  we  had  been  to- 
gether? Did  we  fight  much?  I  said  no,  and 
they  looked  incredulous.  Sonia,  refilling 
Tommy's  coffee  cup,  pressing  her  to  have 
another  muffin  and  more  homemade  straw- 
berry jam  as  sheedged  close  enough  for  their 


shoulders  to  touch,  murmured  almost  in 
Tommy's  ear,  "I'll  bet  you  know  how  to 
handle  her,  like  you  did  the  horse." 

When  she  went  to  the  kitchen  Helen  said: 
"Don't  mind  her  coming  on  to  you;  I'm  not 
jealous.  She's  a  bit  of  a  bitch.  I  like  her  that 
way.  Leaves  me  free  to  step  out  too.  If  she 
gets  too  far  out  of  line  I  beat  her  up." 

Tommy  started  to  exclaim,  cutting  herself 
off  as  Sonia  came  back  with  a  glass  bowl  of 
fruit  salad  and  whipped  cream.  Sonia  ad- 
dressed Tommy,  beginning  to  help  her  to  a 
serving,  picking  out  special  pieces.  "This 
papaya  is  courtesy  of  Joey,  remember  him? 
The  queer  who  was  with  us  the  night  we  met 
you  in  Chinatown?"  She  served  me,  then 
Helen,  more  casually  from  the  mixture  of 
pineapple,  papaya,  out-of-season  strawber- 
ries and  other  fruit,  continuing  to  gossip. 
"Joey  works  at  the  Palace  as  bell  captain. 
He  has  an  in  with  some  guy  who  supplies  the 
kitchen.  He  slips  Joey  samples  when  he's 
been  nice  to  him.  Joey's  got  a  sugar  daddy 
too,  who'sbig,  really  big  in  this  town.  You'd 
be  surprised  if  I  told  you  his  name." 

Helen  broke  in  with  the  name.  It  was  un- 
familiar to  us,  but  from  the  relish  of  the  two 
over  the  scandal  involved  we  could  assume 
they  were  referring  to  someone  of  impor- 
tance who  was  rich,  high  on  the  political  lad- 
der, his  wife  a  society  matron,  fourchildren. 
"He's  supposed  to  be  setting  a  good  exam- 
ple because  he  doesn't  run  around  with 
women  like  a  lot  of  the  other  bigwigs.  He 
uses  Joey's  ass  instead." 

"Uses  his...?"  Tommy  began,  as  "don- 
key" flashed  to  my  mind.  A  donkey  in  San 
Francisco? 

"You  know,  rear  entry.  Back  door  sex." 
She  laughed. 

Tommy  murmured,  "Oh,  you  mean  sod- 
omy," as  I  grasped  that  Helen  was  mispro- 
nouncing "arse."  I  was  later  to  learn  this 
was  the  common  American  pronunciation. 
It  was  the  first  time  I  had  heard  it  so  spoken. 

There  were  revelations  about  the  under- 
ground activities  of  the  city's  respected 
men,  and  some  about  a  Madame  who  was 
accepted  as  a  colorful  part  of  its  night  life, 
during  that  morning's  brunch  and  on  the 
two  or  three  subsequent  occasions  we  saw 
Helen  and  Sonia.  We  felt  we  were  not  going 
to  have  much  in  common  with  the  couple  af- 
ter their  confidence  about  how  they  made 
most  of  their  living.  They  performed  sexual- 
ly at  a  "good  price"  for  men  who  became 
excited  seeing  women  make  love  with  one 
another.  Some  men  best  liked  watching  one 
whip  the  other. 

"If  you  ever  feel  like  picking  up  fifty  or  a 
hundred  bucks  that  way,"  Helen  smiled 
from  me  to  Tommy, ' '  I  could  get  you  a  con- 
nection." When  we  both  said,  refraining, 
we  hoped,  from  implying  criticism  of  them, 
that  we  would  not  be  interested,  Sonia  said, 
"They  wouldn't  touch  you.  There's  one 
guy,  God,  is  he  rich,  who  actually  likes  to 
look  through  a  peep  hole.  He  doesn't  want 
us  to  see  him,  but  we  know  who  he  is.  He 
gives  big  bucks  to  symphonies  and  opera 
and  I  heard  he  is  part  owner  of  an  exclusive 
'house.'  We  wouldn't  have  anything  to  do 
with  that  business.  We  have  to  consider  our 
reputations." 

We  were  also  regaled  with  tales  of  gam- 
bling, tong  wars  and  opium  dens  of  China- 
town, of  "slave  girls"  who  were  rescused  by 
a  woman  named  Cameron  who  brought 
them  to  a  mission.  "It's  right  across  the 
street  from  where  you  live,"  Helen  inform- 
ed us.  We  discovered  that  was  in  fact  true. 
We  used  to  see  the  thin,  pretty,  "rehabilitat- 
ed girls"  going  in  and  out  of  Cameron 
House,  a  massive  building  a  stone's  throw 
from  our  sunken  garden.  Our  landlady,  a 
mine  of  information  about  early  San  Fran- 
cisco, was  happy  to  provide  information 
about  our  exotic  neighbours.  Jobs  were 
found  for  the  "rescued  girls,"  Miss  Mc- 
Guire  told  us.  They  were  hired  as  hat  check 
attendants  and  as  waitresses  in  tea  rooms 
and  inexpensive  luncheon  places  where  they 
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'  7  began  to  feel 
more  at  home  on  the 
edge  of  Chinatown  on 
the  far  rim  of  the 
continent  than  I  had  felt 
anywhere." 


Elsa  Gidlow  returning  to 

San  Francisco  from  a  trip  to  Europe  in 

Nineteen-twenty-nine 


were  an  attraction  in  their  lovely  native 
dress.  Some  worked  in  the  Chinatown  tele- 
phone exchange.  There  was  no  directory  to 
Chinatown  telephones  in  those  days:  opera- 
tors memorized  the  names  and  numbers,  a 
feat  exploited  by  the  telephone  company, 
which  encouraged  visits  from  tourists. 
Older  Chinese  women  labored  in  the  sweat 
shops  where  racing  machines  sang  a  new 
"Song  of  the  Shirt."  Shocked  by  thecrowd- 
ing,  exploitative  conditions  and  low  piece- 
work pay,  we  were  told  that  the  women  pre- 
ferred this  situation  to  possibly  improved 
conditions  in  another  part  of  the  city  be- 
cause they  could  have  their  children  near  in  a 
friendly  child-caring  community. 

Chinatown  continually  fascinated  us,  me 
even  more  than  Tommy  because  of  my 
growing  interest  in  Chinese  philosophy,  po- 
etry and  culture.  It  was  a  place  of  contradic- 
tions, of  narrow,  dark  alleys  where  Helen 
and  Sonia's  lurid  stories  became  credible. 
Yet,  when  we  wandered  through  them  feel- 
ing adventurous  (if  alert)  we  saw  flower 
shops,  old  men  reconstructing  wicker  furni- 
ture or  playing  mahjong,  women  with  mar- 
ket bags  carefully  choosing  from  displays  of 
food  we  could  not  identify.  There  were  chil- 
dren peacefully  playing  day  and  night  to 
sounds  of  high-pitched  music  coming  from 
upper  windows. 

"Chinatown,"  Anne  Page  told  us,  smil- 
ing at  our  initial  trepidation  over  exploring 
back  alleys  and  streets,  "is  the  safest  place  in 
San  Francisco  any  time  of  the  day  or  night . 
A  few  of  the  stories  you  have  heard  may  be 
true.  There  is  gambling,  there  was  a  'slave' 
trade,  but  all  that  is  taken  care  of  by  their 
own  organizations,  like  the  Chinese  Six 
Companies."  This,  we  learned,  was  an  au- 
thoritarian internal  administration  of  jus- 
tice and  self-policing,  respected  by  City  Hall 
and  the  police  department.  Crime  among 
Chinese  was  the  lowest  of  any  of  the  di\  erst 
ethnic  populations  of  San  Francisco. 

I  began  to  feel  more  at  home  on  the  edge 
of  Chinatown  on  the  far  rim  of  i  he  continent 
than  I  had  felt  anywhere.  It  wedded  me  to 
the  city  that  made  such  a  culture  part  of  it- 
self. Looking  west  to  China  across  the  Pa- 
cific, walking  its  sands  on  weekends  1 
dreamed  of  journeying  to  Asia  itself. 


Elsa  Gidlow't  writing  has  appeared  m  many 
magazines,  including  Sojourner,  Frontiers,  and 
Feminist  Vi/</«-\  Her  collection  ot  lesbian  love 
poetry,  Sapphic  Songs:  I  ighteen  to  I  ighty,  wm 
published  b)  Salad  Press  in  If 

l/cr  autobiography,  I  bai  /  (  omc  nith  \i\ 
Songs,  is  toon  to  be  released  by  Booklegget  Press, 
San  Francisco,  <    I  94131 
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YINfi  WITH 


Pornography,  a  theatrical  specta- 
cle collectively  devised  by  a  com- 
pany of  British  gay  men,  opens 
at  Toronto's  Theatre  Centre  on 
February  6  for  a  three- week  run. 
The  Go-Go  Boys,  another  gay-oriented  im- 
port from  Britain,  has  been  packing  them  in 
at  Theatre  Passe  Muraille  all  January. 

Following  fast  on  the  heels  of  Sky  Gil- 
bert's phenomenally  successful  The  Dress- 
ing Gown,  and  the  David  Sereda/  Henry  van 
Rijk  hit  revue  Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret, 
these  shows  suggest  that  gay  men's  theatre 
in  Toronto  has  finally  arrived. 

And  with  Radiguet  —  a  fictional  account 
of  the  romance  between  Jean  Cocteau  and 
Raymond  Radiguet  —  set  to  open  in  March, 
it  looks  like  it  just  might  last. 

What  does  this  theatre  mean  to  our  com- 
munity? And  what  do  we  mean  to  it? 

Radiguet  is  a  production  by  Buddies  in 
Bad  Times,  for  years  Toronto's  only  gay- 
identified  theatre.  A  founding  member  of 
The  Theatre  Centre  —  a  non-profit  produc- 
tion facility  committed  to  new  and  experi- 
mental performance  —  Buddies  is  synony- 
mous with  Sky  Gilbert,  its  prolific  artistic 
director  who  writes  and  directs  most  of  its 
productions. 

Historically,  Gilbert's  shows  have  ad- 
dressed his  company's  mandate  to  present 
"poetic  images  on  stage."  Over  the  years, 

Right:  David  Sereda  &  Henry  van 

Rijk  in  Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret: 

the  sideline  gay  revue  topped  Passe 

Muraille's  mainstage  show 


Gay  men's  theatre  is 
on  the  rise.  What  does 
this  theatre  mean  to 
us?  And  what  do  we 
mean  to  it? 
An  an  article  by 
Robert  Wallace 


these  have  focussed  on  the  work  of  gay  poets 
and  artists  such  as  David  Hockney,  CP 
Cavafy,  Pasolini,  EA  Lacey  and  Frank 
O'Hara.  And  they've  attracted  a  small  but 
loyal  audience  as  much  interested  in  experi- 
mental theatre  as  in  gay  life  and  culture. 

By  the  time  Lacey  or  Tropicsnows  was 
produced  last  April,  however,  even  this  was 
beginning  to  flag.  For  many,  Gilbert's  work 
had  become  increasingly  formulaic.  His 
meditations  on  gay  art  and  celebrity  said 
more  about  himself  than  his  subjects  —  or 
the  gay  men  sitting  in  his  audience. 

With  the  production  of  The  Dressing 
Gown  last  October,  all  this  changed.  Fore- 
going his  usual  impressionistic  structure  for 
an  overtly  sequential  play,  Gilbert  used  a 
dressing  gown  that  passes  from  hand  to 
hand  to  connect  a  series  of  scenes  that 
depicts  a  variety  of  gay  men  and  one  straight 
woman  in  recognizable  situations .  The  hon- 
esty and  relevance  of  Gilbert's  perceptions 
in  the  play  transcend  their  political  and  psy- 
chological naivete  to  make  it  an  artistically 
.  rewarding  experience.  Stepping  out  from 
behind  the  personae  of  other  gay  artists,  Gil- 
bert presents  his  own  ideas  and  feelings  with 
a  clarity  and  intensity  missing  in  his  earlier 
work. 

And  what  he  has  to  say,  other  gay  men  ap- 
parently want  to  hear. 

The  Dressing  Gown  was  the  biggest  hit  in 
the  five-year  history  of  The  Theatre  Centre. 
For  its  last  two  weeks,  the  production 
played  to  an  audience  of  llOpercent.  In  Tor- 
onto's highly  competitive  theatre  market, 
such  figures  don't  remain  unnoticed.  Thea- 
tre, even  in  "fringe"  venues  like  The  Thea- 
tre Centre,  is  as  much  a  business  as  an  art .  In 
this  context,  the  flurry  of  gay  theatre  since 
The  Dressing  Gown  is  not  just  coincidental. 
It  signifies  the  recognition  of  a  gay  male 
audience  by  local  artistic  directors  —  an 
audience  that  will  buy  plays  as  much  as  any 
other  entertainment,  provided  they  speak 
our  language. 

Predictably,  Toronto  artistic  directors 
(most  of  them  male)  are  less  interested  in  les- 
bian material,  although  some  now  are  pro- 
ducing feminist  plays.  In  most  cases,  how- 
ever, these  are  international  hits  with  an 
assured  box  office  —  plays  like  Trafford 
Tanzi,  Claire  Luckham's  battle  of  the  sexes 
staged  in  a  wrestling  ring,  and  Top  Girls, 
Caryl  Churchill's  uncompromising  dissec- 
tion of  women  and  success.  Feminist  plays 
that  are  more  challenging  but  less  well- 
known  still  must  struggle  for  production.  In 
this  situation,  lesbian  plays  (which  do  exist) 
are  not  being  risked,  even  by  the  few  alterna- 
tive companies  committed  to  feminist  thea- 
tre. While  this  probably  reflects  the  general 
submergence  of  lesbian  interests  in  feminist 
culture,  it  also  reveals  the  relative  weakness 
of  the  lesbian  market  —  and  suggests  why 
gay  men's  theatre  is  on  the  rise. 

Currently,  gay  men's  theatre  has  cachet, 
which  means  it's  a  viable  economic  gamble. 
Last  November,  Toronto's  Theatre  Passe 


Chris  Thomas  &  Joe-Norman  Shaw 
rehearsing  for  The  Dressing  Gown: 
the  biggest  hit  in  the  five-year  his- 
tory of  the  Theatre  Centre 


Muraille  co-produced  Dance  Hall  Boys 
Cabaret  as  a  "seed  show"  —  a  work-in-pro- 
gress with  a  minimal  budget.  At  first,  the 
theatre  considered  it  a  sideline  to  its  more  ex- 
pensive main-stage  production,  American 
Demon  which,  incidentally,  featured  an- 
other gay  artist ,  Nion ,  in  the  lead .  But  when 
the  intimate  gay  revue  began  to  out-gross  its 
main-stage  competition  at  the  box  office, 
Passe  Muraille  reconsidered  its  priorities. 

As  a  result,  The  Go-Go  Boys,  which  had 
been  slated  to  play  Passe  Muraille's  tiny 
Back  Space  theatre,  was  rescheduled  for  the 
main  stage.  Regardless  of  the  fact  that  the 
British  show  was  an  unseen  quantity,  it  was 
gay-oriented  —  enough  for  Passe  Muraille 
to  smell  a  hit. 

Although  it's  the  product  of  a  specific 
milieu  —  London  in  the  '80s  —  the  history 
of  The  Go-Go  Boys  says  a  lot  about  the  cur- 
rent upward  mobility  of  gay  theatre  in  any 
large  city  with  an  active  gay  male  culture.  A 
two-man  revue  of  songs  and  sketches  first 
mounted  at  the  Gate  Theatre  in  London  —  a 


Andrew  Alty  &  Howard  Lester  in 
The  Go-Go  Boys:  like  Torch  Song 
Trilogy,  a  rosy  future  playing  to 
mixed  audiences    - 


tiny  room  above  a  popular  pub  —  the  show 
was  so  successful  that  it  moved  to  a  larger 
theatre,  The  Half  Moon,  where  it  played  to 
capacity  audiences  before  embarking  on  a 
national  tour. 

Like  Torch  Song  Trilogy,  which  also 
began  its  life  in  small  gay  venues  before  be- 
ing marketed  to  "legitimate"  theatres.  The 
Go-Go  Boys  looks  like  it  has  a  rosy  future 
playing  to  "mixed"  audiences.  The  play  will 
be  seen  in  Ottawa  and  New  York  after  it 
leaves  Toronto,  and  offers  have  come  in 
from  Los  Angeles,  Sydney,  Germany  and 
New  Zealand.  Presently,  The  Go-Go  Boys 
are  negotiating  a  television  situation  com- 
edy series,  and  they  will  be  featured  in  Brit- 
ain's most  prestigious  drama  magazine. 
Theatre  Quarterly.  While  this  begins  to 
sound  like  La  Cage aux Folles revisited.  The 
Go-Go  Boys  is  unlikely  to  repeat  the  success 
of  other  gay  shows  that  have  achieved  inter- 


national attention.  This  is  because  The  Go- 
Go  Boys  requires  its  creators  to  succeed. 
Andrew  Alty  and  Howard  Lester  not  only 
wrote  the  show,  they  perform  it  as  well. 
And,  as  their  publicity  proclaims,  they  are 
the  go-go  boys  —  the  show  is  about  their 
lives.  If  it  travels,  so  do  they. 

In  this  sense,  The  Go-Go  Boys  resembles 
Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret.  Both  are  in- 
formed by  the  personal  experience  of  their 
writer/actors.  The  dichotomy  that  usually 
exists  in  traditional  theatre  between  those 
who  create  the  work  and  those  who  (merely) 
perform  it  has  been  overcome. 

The  fact  that  Alty  and  Lester  met  while 
working  in  a  production  by  London's  7:84 
Theatre  is  helpful  in  understanding  the 
show's  political  savvy,  as  well  as  how  it  got 
to  Toronto.  7:84  (the  name  stands  for  the 
fact  that  seven  percent  of  the  people  in  Brit- 
ain own  84  percent  of  the  country)  is  at  the 
forefront  of  British  political  theatre.  Alty 
and  Lester  joined  the  company  to  work  on 
School  for  Emigrants,  a  show  conceived 
by  Toronto's  Paul  Thompson,  the  former 
artistic  director  of  Theatre  Passe  Muraille. 


"Bringing  The  Go-Go 
Boys  back  to  Toronto, 
Howard  Lester  and 
Andrew  Alty  returned 
to  the  source  of  much 
of  their  material..." 


best  known  in  Canada  for  popularizing  the 
process  of  "collective  creation."  This  is  a 
method  of  play-making  in  which  actors  util- 
ize improvisational  rehearsals  to  develop 
characters  based  on  their  own  research  and 
experience.  The  process  is  particularly  use- 
ful to  people  attempting  to  work  against  or 
outside  the  structures  of  traditional  theatre 
because  it  doesn't  require  a  script;  it  allows 
the  actors  to  speak  for  themselves. 

Working  in  School  for  Emigrants,  Alty 
and  Lester  began  to  compare  their  roles  as 
men,  as  well  as  share  their  attitudes  towards 
making  theatre.  When  School  broke  up, 
they  got  together  in  London  to  improvise  a 
show  based  on  their  discussions.  Bringing 
The  Go-Go  Boys  back  to  Passe  Muraille, 
where  School  for  Emigrants  had  toured 
last  spring,  they  returned  to  the  source  of 
much  of  their  material.  Their  title  is  inspired 
by  Toronto's  now  defunct  Manatee  disco;  a 
scene  in  which  Andrew  explains  steambath 
cruising  to  Howard  is  based  on  Toronto 
baths. 

The  story  of  The  Go-Go  Boys  follows  the 
development  of  the  friendship  between 
Howard  (strictly  straight)  after  he  rescues 
Andrew  (positively  gay)  from  a  group  of 
fag-bashing  skinheads.  But  this  is  simply  a 
line  on  which  to  hang  improvisations  on 
male  mating,  straight  and  gay.  In  this,  the 
show  is  not  only  more  cohesive  than  Dance 
Hall  Boys,  but  more  political  as  well.  While 
the  growth  of  affection  between  the  go-go 
boys  (they  are  not  dancers  in  a  club,  by  the 
way)  satisfies  the  media's  current  interest  in 
male  bonding,  one  character  nevertheless  is 
gay.  And  both  characters  come  to  recognize 
the  oppressive  structure  of  the  patriarchal 
values  that  surrounds  them. 

Pornography,  like  both  The  Go- 
Go  Boys  and  Dance  Hall  Boys 
Cabaret,  is  a  collective  creation 
—  which  suggests  that  the  form 
may  come  to  distinguish  gay 
men's  theatre  the  way  it  has  feminist  per- 
formance. Commenting  on  Pornography's 
collective  origin,  Neil  Bartlett  notes  how  he, 
Duncan  Roy  and  Robin  Whitmore  shared 
their  personal  and  professional  experience 
in  creating  the  show,  which  they  term  "an 
evocation  of  the  tangle  of  fears,  desires  and 
lost  opportunities  that  pornography  creates 
in  us."  He  notes  that  "we  shared  the  labour 
of  making  the  show ,  from  the  administra- 
tion to  the  making  of  our  frocks  " 

Pornography  arrives  in  Toronto  with  an 
impressive  pedigree  in  gay  theatre.  Two 
members  of  its  three-man  company  worked 
together  on  Dressing  Up,  a  production  de- 
vised in  1983  for  September  in  the  Pink, 
London's  city-wide  lesbian  and  gay  com- 
munity arts  festival.  Following  its  success, 
they  were  commissioned  to  create  a  gay 
theatre  piece  for  London's  prestigious  Insti- 
tute of  Contemporary  Art. 

Bartlett  found  the  challenge  more  than 
simply  artistic.  He  explains  that  "it  meant 
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that  work  explicitly  committed  to  a  gay 
community  audience  took  its  place  along- 
side the  work  of  leading  British 'visual  thea- 
tre' companies....  It  also  meant  that  our 
work  moved  into  the  West  End  of  London, 
alongside  the  gay  discos  and  clubs  from 
which  we  drew  our  audience,  and  into  the 
eye  of  the  national  press.  Also,  it  meant  pro- 
ducing a  gay  theatre  in  the  context  of  a  con- 
centrated campaign  of  censorship  of  gay 
culture  which  is  currently  being  mounted  by 
the  Metropolitan  Police  and  the  British 
Customs  and  Excise." 

Pornography  is  more  challenging  than 
The  Go-Go  Boys  and,  for  many,  it  is  less 
successful .  When  the  two  ran  simultaneous- 
ly in  London,  The  Go-Go  Boys  won  the 
most  favourable  reviews  by  far,  in  both  the 
gay  and  straight  press.  Notwithstanding 
The  Go-Go  Boys'  achievements,  this  is  un- 
fortunate. Theatrically,  it  is  much  less  ambi- 
tious than  Pornography.  And  its  statement 
about  the  positive  values  that  can  accrue  in 
the  friendship  of  gay  and  straight  men  is  cer- 
tainly less  controversial  than  Pornogra- 
phy's contrast  between  the  real  experiences 
o  f  three  gay  men  and  the  "  pornography' '  of 
their  sexual  fantasies. 

More  importantly,  however,  The  Go-Go 
Boys  moves  outside  gay  culture  to  make 
many  of  its  comments  on  our  lives.  It  pre- 
sumes, in  other  words,  a  straight  or  mixed 
audience  and  speaks  to  them  in  words 
they're  sure  to  understand. 

Pornography  refuses  such  concessions.  It 
takes  the  languages  of  gay  male  culture  — 
our  sexual  postures  and  habits,  our  cos- 
tumes, music  and  dances  —  and  combines 
them  in  a  theatrical  collage  aimed  specific- 
ally at  us. 

As  Neil  Bartlett  puts  it,  Pornography  at- 
tempts "not  just  to  be  a  theatre  which 
speaks  of  gay  culture,  but  to  be  a  theatre 
which  speaks  the  language  of  gay  culture. . . . 
We  present  images,  fragments  of  text,  cli- 
ches, which  will  resonate  and  clash  insofar 
as  they  are  recognized,  seen  to  be  altered  or 
viewed  obliquely." 

This  sounds  remarkably  like  Buddies  in 
Bad  Times's  attempt  to  present  "poetic  im- 
ages on  stage."  And  Bartlett's  defence  of 
Pornography  resembles  Sky  Gilbert's  de- 
fence of  his  work  prior  to  The  Dressing 
Gown,  which  also  was  criticized  as  oblique 
and  negative.  Like  Gilbert,  Bartlett  says 
he's  tired  of  "those  who  want  their  theatre 
to  consist  of  easily  digestible  'plays,'  and 
who  especially  want  their  gay  theatre  to  be 
simple  and  affirmative."  He  suggests  that 
people  who  find  the  choice  of  incident  and 
character  offensive  in  plays  like  The  Dress- 
ing Gown  or  Pornography  should  not  let 
their  reactions  blind  them  to  the  plays'  genu- 
inely gay  achievement. 

These  plays  refuse  to  explain  themselves 
or  us  to  straight  culture.  Like  gay  pornogra- 
phy, they  are  not  for  everyone.  □ 

Robert  Wallace  is  the  editor  of  Canadian  Theatre 
Review. 

Pornography  —  A  Spectacle  opens  in  Toronto 
Feb  5  at  the  Theatre  Centre,  Poor  Alex  Theatre, 
296  Brunswick  A  ve,  and  will  run  until  Feb  24 
Performances  are  at  8 pm,  Tues-Sun,  with  speci- 
al late  shows  at  10 pm  on  Fri.  Call  92 7-8998  for 
reservations. 

The  Co-Go  Boys  is  on  at  Theatre  Passe  Mur- 
aille,  !6RyersonAve,  until  Sun,  Feb  3,  Tues-Sat 
at  8:30  pm  and  Sunday  at  2  pm.  For  reserva- 
tions, call  363-2416.  The  play  will  appear  at  The 
Sational  Arts  Centre  in  Ottawa  Feb  5  to  9. 
The  location  and  dales  for  its  New  York  run  have 
yet  to  be  confirmed. 

\  '('notation  s  are  underway  for  product  ions  of 
The  Dressing  Gown  in  Vancouver,  Montreal 
and  Mew  York.  Watch  future  issues  of The  Body 
Politic  for  more  details. 

Also  coming  in  a  future  issue,  a  discussion  of 
gay  men 's  theatre  with  A  ndrewA  Ity,  Henry  Van 
Rijk  and  others  featured  in  this  article,  and  an 
in-depth  look  at  the  work  of  Sky  Gilbert. 
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I  A  collective  creation  hunting  for 

I  the  authentic  voice  of  gay  experience  in  the  gap 

i  between  fantasy  and  reality 


Music  fades.  Live  mike  introfrom  an  MC, 
voice  only,  like  a  DJ  at  a  club,  welcoming ' 
known  people  in  the  audience,  making 
jokes  about  police  raids  and  any  recent  anti- 
gay  activity.  People  laugh  a  lot.  The  speech 
ends  with  an  announcement  of  the  act.  But 
the  curtain  does  not  open;  there  is  an  odd 
silence. 

From  the  back  of  the  audience  a  man  en- 
ters in  a  long  white  gown,  a  night  shirt.  He 
moves  to  go  through  the  curtain,  which 
completely  dwarfs  him.  He  turns  and  says: 
"When  I  was  13  or  14..."  and  tells  a  true 
story  about  having  sex  for  the  first  time  in  a 
toilet. 


1* 

he  beginning  of  Pornography — A 
Spectacle.  How  will  it  fare? 
The  question  is  not  just  rhetorical 
to  Neil  Bartlett,  who  recognizes  in 

^KL  an  article  he  wrote  for  London's 
Emergency  magazine  last  December  that 
"any  intervention  in  gay  culture  must  take 
account  of  and  plan  for  the  reactions  that  it 
will  produce.  Every  move  we  make,  as  ar- 
tists, is  determined  and  made  sense  of  by  the 
specifics  of  the  culture  of  which  we  are 
part." 

This  is  particularly  true  for  a  show  called 
' '  pornography,' '  as  Neil  is  quick  to  acknow- 
ledge. "Some  people,  because  of  the  title, 
wanted  to  know  what  our  'line'  on  pornog- 
raphy is,  by  which  they  mean  where  do  we 
place  ourselves  in  'the  current  feminist  de- 
bate.' These  people  usually  drop  the  names 
of  Dworkin  and  WAVAW,  happy  in  the  as- 
sumption that  'we'  all  know  what  is  being 
talked  about. 

"I  think  our  show  makes  a  powerful  and 


controversial  point  about  any  understand- 
ing of  pornography ,  which  is  that  we  have  to 
deal  with  the  fact  that  the  forms  and  content 
of  gay  pornography  are  experienced  by  gay 
men  as  a  completely  separate  world  from 
that  of  straight  porn. 

"Gay  porn  gains  its  unique  power  from 
being  the  only  explicit  language  of  power 
and  sex  which  gay  men  have;  an  oasis  in  a 
straight  desert.  For  us,  then,  being  'into'  or 
'not  into'  pornography  is  not  a  real  option. 
To  look  at,  rather  than  to  speak  from  with- 
in, gay  men's  culture  in  this  way  is  to  me  to 
misunderstand  the  whole  situation." 

Although  Pornography  refuses  to  take  a 
'line'  on  porn,  it  does  expose  the  often  ex- 
treme contrasts  between  sexual  fantasy  and 
reality.  And  it  reveals  the  simple  fact  that  we 
live  as  different  sorts  of  gay  men,  not  just  as 
"gay."  This  not  only  offends  the  sensibil- 
ities of  those  who  want  to  talk  about  what 
gay  culture  could  or  should  mean  —  regard- 
less of  what  it  actually  consists  of  and  how  it 
is  experienced.  It  also  dissappoints  those 
who  see  the  dichotomy  between  fantasy  and 
reality  in  our  lives  as  acrude  reduction  of  gay 
experience. 

Neil  responds  to  this  by  suggesting  that 
"the  gap  between  fantasy  and  reality  is,  for 
concrete  social  reasons,  a  real  and  impor- 
tant one  for  gay  men;  we  have  to  constantly 
hunt  for  and  listen  to  the  'authentic'  voiceof 
gay  experience. 

"Because  we  are  educated  and  socialised 
to  be  straight ,  our  gayness  makes  its  first  ap- 
pearance in  the  realms  of  fantasy,  in  dreams 


Robin  Whitmore  &  Duncan  Roy  in 

a  scene  from  Pornography:  taking 

the  language  of  gay  male  culture 

and  aiming  it  back  specificially  at  us 


that  stay  with  us  and  remain  unfulfilled. 
Every  gay  man  I  know  sustains  himself  by 
constantly  dreaming  of  a  life  better  than  this 
one. 

"The  constant  testing  of  fantasy  against 
reality  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic  fea- 
tures of  our  lives,  and  I  would  say  it  is  the 
only  possible  basis  of  our  politics,  if  politics 
means  struggling  to  know  what  you  want 
and  then  trying  to  get  it." 

The  use  of  drag  in  Pornography  also  has 
provoked  criticism  —  notably  that  the  pro- 
duction is  guilty  of  perpetuating  the  stereo- 
type of  the  screaming  queen. 

Neil's  reaction  is  that  "in  1984,  only 
straights  think  of  effeminacy  as  the  hall- 
mark of  gayness.  Any  gay  man  should  not 
be  aping  their  cliches,  but  should  be  facing 
up  to  the  consequences  of  the  fact  that  our 
stereotype  is  now  Butch  American,  and  that 
anyone  without  a  moustache,  let  alone  any- 
one into  slap  (makeup),  has  to  deal  with  not 
subscribing  to  that  image." 

As  for  Pornography's  drag  being  offen- 
sive to  women,  Neil  comments  that  "fetish- 
ised  bits  and  pieces  of  women's  clothing,  as 
a  sign  of  sexual  naughtiness  and  illegality, 
have  been  worn  by  gay  men  in  London  since 
at  least  1680.  When  we  dress  up  like  this  we 
are  making  reference  to  our  own  culture,  to 
our  own  pleasures.  We  know  what  we're  do- 
ing. By  'we'  I  mean  the  gay  men  concerned 
in  producing  this  work. 

"This  is  not  to  deny  that  some  gay  drag  is 
misogynist  both  in  intention  and  effect.  The 
point  is  that  it  is  time  people  realised  that  the 
antiquity  and  the  complexity  of  our  culture 
allows  us  to  play  within  it,  not  always  with 
reference  to  what  is  outside  it." 

Playing  with  and  for  ourselves,  playing 
inside  our  culture.  That's  what  Pornogra- 
phy'sail  about.  RWD 


Most  musicians  need  a  trend  to  back 
them  up,  a  sort  of  musical  cheer- 
ing section.  Let's  just  say  that 
Chuck  Berry  needed  rock  &  roll  as 
much  as  rock  &  roll  needed  Chuck 
Berry.  Likewise,  most  of  those  artists 
who  don't  seem  to  fit  into  any  existing 
musical  regiment  tend  to  perish  in  isola- 
tion: without  a  niche  and  without  a 
semblance  of  purpose. 

Bur  Ferron  is  the  exception,  the  sort  of 
musician  who  creates  her  own  musical 
world,  an  artist  who's  so  distinctive  that 
any  similar  artist  would  seem  to  be  clut- 
tering her  space.  She's  a  giant. 

The  wonderful  thing  is  that  the  world  is 
beginning  to  recognize  what  her  music 
represents.  Though  Ferron  has  long  had  a 
faithful  and  diverse  "cult"  following,  in- 
cluding people  who  identify  with  the  les- 
bian content  of  some  of  her  songs,  she  is 
only  now  receiving  accolades  from  re- 
viewers in  mass-circulation  mags  like 
Rolling  Stone.  Usually,  you  understand, 
such  institutions  just  don't  do  lesbian- 
oriented  or  "women's"  music,  especially 
not  when  the  album  in  question  is  the  sort 
that  might  bear  a  return  address  like  Sa- 
turna  Island,  BC.  But  Shadows  on  a 
Dime,  the  new  Ferron  album,  has  exactly 
that  return  address,  and  it  has  still  man- 
aged to  transcend  all  boundaries. 

As  a  fan  I  have  my  biases,  and  I  can't 
really  say  that  this  album  is  "better"  than 
its  predecessor,  Testimony,  a  long-time 
favourite.  That  the  current  album  is  get- 
ting extra  recognition  is  partly  due  to  the 
cumulative  powers  of  success.  This  al- 
bum, like  Testimony,  features  the  im- 
mutable basics  of  Ferron 's  appeal:  her 
trademark  female-grizzly  rasp  of  a  voice; 
her  familiar  flat-topped  folk  guitar;  her 
implacably  intelligent  lyrics;  and  a  partic- 
ular melodic  inflection  that  —  how  shall  I 
put  this?  —  seems  to  be  the  only  bright 
beacon  leading  folk  music  through  the 
wilderness  of  the  '80s.  Also,  this  album 
again  features  a  talented  and  distinctly 
eccentric  collection  of  accompanying 
musicians. 

Perhaps  the  main  thing  that  sets 
Shadows  apart  from  previous  Ferron 
albums  is  its  curious  double  theme, 
"Dreaming  Back"  ("old  events  stand 
forth  in  a  light  that  is  dim  or  bright  ac- 
cording to  the  intensity  of  the  passion 
that  accompanied  them")  and  "The  Re- 
turn" ("the  spirit  must  live  through  past 
events  in  order  of  their  occurrence,  be- 
cause it  is  compelled...  to  trace  every  pas- 
sionate event  to  its  cause"  —  both  quota- 
tions from  WB  Yeats).  It  all  sounds  in- 
scrutable, to  be  sure,  but  it  works.  It 
takes  you  from: 

A  friend  tried  to  find  me  and  saw  through 

to  my  wheel 
She  said  you  're  now  on  the  bottom, 

n  's  either  that  or  the  top 
You  can  keep  yourself  tiny  and  hang  on 

the  big  door 
Or  take  the  space  saved  for  the  queen 

of  the  hop 

to: 

Five  years  have  blazed  since  she  warmed 

my  side 
She  is  my  gift  I  've  loved  and  I  've  cried 
With  her  level  look  she  is  my  guide 
A  spirit  on  the  wing. 

Everything  here,  from  the  tired  ma- 
chinery of  everyday  moods  to  the  refuge 
of  love,  is  given  a  new  twist,  or  stands  out 
in  a  new  way.  Shadows  on  a  Dime  is  an 
album  to  send  your  mind  "Dreaming 
Back"  to  wherever  it  came  from,  and  it's 
one  you'll  want  to  "Return"  to  many 
times.  A  passionate  event! 

Ferron  Shadows  on  a  Dim*  Lucy  Records.  Saturna  Island. 
BC  VON  2Y0  Tom  Robinson  Hop*  and  Glory  Gelfen 
Records,  Los  Angeles,  CA  Eric  Presland  &  Norman  Pen- 
ney: File  Under  Gay.  Gayn  Records.  89  Paulet  Rd.  London 
SEb  England 


"Cabin  Boy"  ("Set  the  sextant,  strip  the 
guns,  wanna  bite  the  biscuit,  beat  the 
drums. . .  I  wanna  be  your  cabin  boy  all 
night").  Yet  Robinson  isn't  afraid  of  put- 
ting his  pain  on  the  line.  This  won't 
endear  him  to  those  who  demand  unre- 
lenting fun  as  a  prerequisite  for  their  in- 
terest. What  can  window-dress  the  agony 
of  a  cute  34-year-old  whose  frustrated 
needs  sometimes  make  him  feel  like  a 
"mother-sucking  baby,  demanding  and 
so  helpless;  a  little  old  balding  man,  all 
wrinkles  and  bulging  eyes"? 

But  what  the  hell  —  it  has  guts;  it  has 
integrity;  and  there's  great  music  here 
too.  Someday  Robinson  will  get  credit  for 
being  the  extraordinary  songwriter  he 
really  is.  And,  if  you  demand  a  happy 
ending,  let  me  pass  on  the  word  that  the 
happiest  songs  on  the  album  are  the 
newest  ones.  Robinson's  new  lover,  Hiro, 
a  Japanese  musician  who  just  showed  up 
on  his  doorstep  in  London  one  day,  has, 
according  to  Robinson,  "enormous 
strength  of  character  (and  is)  not  just  a 
pretty  boy  or  a  sex  object.  I'm  much  hap- 
pier now  than  I've  ever  been  before." 

So  Tom's  doing  OK  these  days  —  don't 
you  worry  about  him.  Just  buy  his  record. 

Can  a  single  upright  piano  and  one 
or  two  tuneful  gay  men  do 
anything  that  will  move  the  hearts 
of  other  gay  people?  They  can't 
do  disco;  no  matter  how  many 
cockroaches  are  walking  among  the 
strings,  the  old  piano  will  never  sound 
like  a  synthesizer.  New  wave  and  reggae 
might  be  difficult,  too.  It's  hard  to  ima- 
gine the  guitar-based  "dub"  sound  being 
replaced  by  the  piano's  "plunk  funk." 
And  opera  too  seems  beyond  reach,  even 


POETRY,  PASSION  &  PIANOS 

Richard  Summerbell  on  Ferron,  Tom  Robinson  and  the  Presland  &  Penney  duo 


1979,  Tom  Robinson  had  a 
nervous  breakdown  and  went 
to  Germany  to  piece  his  life 
and  career  back  together.  The 
English  music  press,  which 
had  loved  him  for  a  moment,  was  trying 
to  tear  him  to  shreds.  His  songs  —  "Pow- 
er in  the  Darkness,"  "Glad  to  be  Gay," 
"2-4-6-8  Motorway"  —  had  been  adam- 
ant and  vital,  but  that  didn't  stop  Melody 
Maker  magazine  from  writing  him  into  a 
satirical  Christmas  play  as  a  lisping,  faggy 
angel.  His  music,  his  voice  and  his  politics 
were  all  under  attack . 

He  found  solace  in  Leipzig,  East  Ger- 
many, with  a  local  back-up  band,  and  be- 
gan to  play  his  new  material:  songs  like 
"War  Baby"  and  "Atmospherics  (Listen 
to  the  Radio)."  When  he  brought  the 
songs  back  to  Britain  and  launched  them 
on  the  radio,  he  made  a  point  of  sending 
no  review  copies  to  the  music  press.  The 
songs  became  hits  anyway. 

The  talent,  the  resolve  and  the  anger 
that  the  new  hits  represented  can  all  be 
found  undiluted  on  Robinson's  new  al- 
bum, Hope  and  Glory.  The  talent  is  still 
slightly  ahead  of  its  time;  Robinson's 
music  remains  high-class  and  interesting. 
The  resolve  paces  behind  the  bar  chords 
and  growls  in  the  throats  of  the  saxo- 
phones. As  for  the  anger,  it's  judiciously 
placed,  here  and  there  —  not  so  much  the 
old  political  fire  as  a  sort  of  blazing  per- 
sonal honesty.  As  Robinson  told  (he  Brit- 
ish gay  mag  HIM  in  a  recent  interview, 
"For  once,  (here's  a  lot  of  we  on  the  new 
album." 

Hope  and  Glory  has  songs  thai  arc  up- 
beat, like  "Old  Friend,"  and  fun,  like 
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Just  moved  house? 
Need  those  odd  jobs  done? 


Custom  woodwork  •Acoustic  ceilings  'Coat  of  paint 

•Interior  repairs  •Cedar  sauna  installation 

•Custom-made  stained  glass  panels* 


Sovereign  Installations 

For  free  estimates  call  Ray  at  241-2057  anytime. 


What  Can  A  Man  Say? 


In  1980,  Clive  Robertson 
delivered  the  rap,  "Drop 
Those  Charges"  at  The  Body 
Politic  Benefit  Rally. 
In  1981  he  released  the  solo 
album  "Popular  Songs" 
with  cuts  like  "Patriarchy 
Takes  AH",  "No  More  Shit" 
and  "Who's  Going  to  Pay 
You  To  Stay  Home?". 
Now,  with  12  of  Toronto's 
best-loved  underground 
musicians,  he's  back  with  a 
new  10-song  album, 
WARFARE  versus 
WELFARE.  If  you're  look- 
ing for  60s/80s  content, 
now's  the  time  to  come 
and  get  it. 


CLIVE  ROBERTSON 
WARFARE  versus  WELFARE 


V0ICESP0NDENCE011 


Domestic  distribution  with  Records  on  Wheels  &  Record  Peddlar 


if  the  piano  could  be  smashed  on  occa- 
sion to  give  the  effect  of  a  raging  storm. 

Fortunately  for  gays  and  their  pianos, 
there  is  a  style  of  camp  drawing-room 
music  that  strikes  a  receptive  chord  in 
many  of  us.  Noel  Coward  was  its  greatest 
patron,  and  endowed  it  with  a  rightful 
home  in  the  theatre.  His  urbane,  irresis- 
tible tunes  and  frightfully  clever  lyrics  set 
the  genre.  The  songs  came  in  two  categor- 
ies: the  intricately  witty  ones,  and  the 
almost  unbearably  poignant  ones.  For  the 
most  part,  they  could  be  played  by  a 
single  performer.  Actually,  they  had  a  lot 
in  common  with  many  English  show 
tunes  and  pub  songs,  but  they  also  had 
"camp,"  and  that  set  them  apart. 

Up  until  now,  the  foremost  modern  ex- 
ponent of  this  brand  of  music  has  been 
Tom  Wilson,  a  Philadelphia  boy  whose 
delightfully  humourous  albums  have  lan- 
guished in  openly  gay  obscurity.  Now, 
two  more  openly  gay  contenders  have  en- 
tered the  fray  —  if  fray  is  the  correct 
word  for  it.  Introducing  Eric  Presland: 
vocals  and  clever  lyrics;  and  Norman 
Penney:  piano.  Their  cassette,  File  Under 
Gay,  was  recorded  live  before  a  raving 
gay  crowd  in  London  last  June,  and  it 
does  justice  both  to  its  audience  and  to 
the  musical  tradition  from  which  it 
derives.  And  so  it  ought  to:  Presland  is  an 
award-winning  gay  playwright,  author  of 
seven  plays  and  four  musicals.  Penney  is 
a  concert  pianist  on  the  lam. 

Side  one  of  File  Under  Gay  is  the  witty 


WRITING 


side,  more  or  less,  and  it  contains  some 
real  gems.  Presland  wreaks  poetic  havoc 
with  several  kinds  of  sexual  and  romantic 
folly,  and  he  is  not  (shall  we  say)  discreet 
about  it.  The  song  that  most  had  me  in 
stitches,  though,  was  about  the  insatiable, 
furtive  heterosexual  desire  to  know 
"What  do  you  do  in  Bed?" 

. .  .give  us  the  A  to  Zed 

We  \>e  been  on  your  side  since  Cay  Lib 

began  — 
but  which  is  the  woman  and  which 

the  man  ? 

Not  long  ago,  while  listening  to  a  CBC 
talkshow,  I  heard  gay  United  Church 
minister  Eilert  Frerichs  being  accosted  by 
a  caller  who  insisted  on  knowing  what  he 
did  in  bed.  If  only  poor  Eilert  could  have 
played  the  man  Presland's  song.  It  would 
have  changed  his  life! 

Side  two  of  File  Under  Gay  is  the 
poignant  side  —  still  clever,  but  with  a 
good  leaven  of  lavender  pathos.  Since  the 
songs  are  never  maudlin,  they  work,  and 
good  humour  wins  out  in  the  end.  All  in 
all,  the  cassette  is  a  riot,  even  though 
Presland's  singing  is  sometimes  so  shaky 
as  to  be  inadmissible.  (Fortunately,  some 
broad  comedic  phrasing  patches  over 
many  of  the  rough  spots.)  The  crowd 
loved  the  concert  and,  after  listening  to 
the  cassette,  I  believe  I  know  how  they 
felt. 

Beyond  doubt,  Presland  and  Penney 
have  struck  a  liberating  blow  on  behalf  of 
us  and  our  pianos.  □ 


False  starts;  states  of  exhilaration 


Between  Women:  Biographers,  Novelists, 
Critics,  Teachers  and  Artists  Write  About  Their 
Work  on  Women.  Edited  by  Carol  Ascher, 
Louise  DeSalvo  and  Sara  Ruddick.  Beacon 
Press,  $11.95. 

This  is  an  outstanding  collection  of  essays 
about  women  artists,  writers  and  think- 
ers. It  gets  at  truths  about  writers  and 
writing  never  dreamed  of  in  the  empires 
of  English  departments.  How  invigorat- 
ing to  read  essays  in  which  creators  admit 
their  false  starts,  unfruitful  quests  and 
original  distorted  ideas,  as  well  as  emo- 
tions that  leave  them  vulnerable  and 
states  of  exhilaration.  Scholars  usually 
report  only  results  and  artists  give  us  only 
the  final  work,  but  these  women  contem- 
plate the  process  of  their  research  and 
creativity.  Many  wanted  feminist  heroes, 
naturally  enough,  and  their  analyses  of 
this  need  —  and  its  relinquishment  —  are 
illuminating.  Carol  Ascher,  for  example, 
describes  "the  wish  to  repair  the  way  we 
have  been  mothered  by  creating  other  re- 
lationships, even  if  only  literary,  intel- 
lectual, or  in  dreams,  with  other  women." 
And  Bell  Gale  Chevigny  believes  that 
"our  difficulty  in  knowing  our  mothers... 
blocks  our  growth  and  self-knowledge.  I 
am  convinced  that  when,  as  daughters 
writing,  we  are  moved  to  study  a  fore- 
mother,  we  are  grappling  with  some  as- 
pect of  this  ignorance  which  is  so  costly  to 
ourselves." 

The  subjects  in  Between  Women  in- 
clude Emma  Goldman,  Charlotte  Bronte, 
Hannah  Arendt,  Isak  Dinesen,  May  Sar- 
ton,  Margaret  Fuller,  and  Mary  Wilkins 
Freeman.  Three  of  the  best  essays  in  the 
anthology  are  by  the  editors:  Louise  De- 
Salvo  on  Virginia  Woolf,  Sara  Ruddick 
on  Woolf,  and  Carol  Ascher  on  Simone 
de  Beauvoir.  The  most  astonishing  ac- 
count is  Yi-Tsi  Mei  Feuerwerker's  "In 
Quest  of  Ding  Ling."  This  Chinese  writer 
was  an  important  member  of  the  Com- 
munist party  who  was  later  expelled  and 
imprisoned  and  finally  freed  a  few  years 
ago.  "She  sees  her  unjust  persecution  by 


the  Party  as  a  temporary,  although  ex- 
tended aberration  and  thus  (the  Party  is 
still)  a  true  carrier  of  the  revolutionary 
ideal."  The  author  admits  that  Western- 
ers will  have  trouble  sympathizing  with 
this  view,  but  thinks  it  is  "psychologically 
necessary"  for  Ding  Ling,  so  that  she  can 
reconcile  her  bitter  experiences  with  her 
lifelong  commitment  to  the  Party. 

Two  important  works  by  Black  writers 
are  reprinted  here:  Alice  Walker's  mov- 
ing essay  on  Zora  Neale  Hurston  and 
Gloria  T  Hull's  "Alice  Dunbar-Nelson: 
A  Personal  and  Literary  Perspective." 
The  theme  of  Erlene  Stetson's  eloquent 

Alice  Walker;  Virginia  Woolf  with  Ethyl 
Smyth:  '  'women  artists  influence  each 
other  more  than  we  might  suspect" 
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article  is  "the  silence  and  invisibility  of 
Black  women." 

Between  Women  is  a  valuable  collec- 
tion for  anyone  interested  in  lesbian  and 
gay  history.  Besides  the  essays  on  Alice 
Dunbar-Nelson  and  May  Sarton,  there  is 
an  essay  by  Linda  Koolish  on  photo- 
graphing women,  illustrated  by  photos  of 
the  author,  Margie  Adam,  Elsa  Gidlow 
and  Leigh  Star,  and  by  the  original  cover 
photo  of  The  Lesbian  Path,  an  anthology 
of  autobiographical  stories  I  edited  in 
1980.  JJ  Wilson  writes  astutely  and  com- 
passionately about  Dora  Carrington,  and 
Michelle  Cliff,  former  editor  of  the  influ- 
ential lesbian  periodical  Sinister  Wisdom, 
describes  her  attraction  to  Simone  Weil. 
Perhaps  the  most  important  article  for 
lesbian  feminists  is  the  one  by  Elizabeth 
Wood  on  Ethel  Smyth,  the  composer  and 
tireless  feminist  who,  in  her  seventies,  fell 
in  love  with  Virginia  Woolf.  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  essay  by  lesbian  scholar  Blanche 
Cook  that  deals  in  part  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  is  shallow  and  self-congratula- 
tory. Jane  Marcus  also  focusses  on  her- 
self rather  than  on  her  academic  subject, 
Woolf,  but  writes  in  a  wholly  engaging 
way.  Marcus  notes  that  her  work  in  pro- 
gress, One's  Own  Trumpet:  Ethel  Smyth 
and  Virginia  Woolf:  A  Portrait  in  Letters, 
proves  two  things  — "that  women  artists 
influence  each  other  more  than  we  sus- 
pect and  that  not  all  late- Victorian  lesbi- 
ans internalized  deviance  as  Radclyffe 
Hall  did." 

In  its  rich  complexity  and  in  the  excel- 
lence of  its  prose,  Between  Women  is  a 
superb  anthology.  Feminist  literary  schol- 
arship of  the  future  has  its  high  standard 
to  live  up  to. 

Margaret  Cruikshank 

Margaret  Cruikshank  is  the  editor  of  The 
Lesbian  Path,  Lesbian  Studies,  and  New  Les- 
bian Writing. 
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A  browser's  delight 

Homosexuality  in  Canada:  A  Bibliography. 

Second  edition.  Compiled  by  William  Crawford. 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Tor- 
onto, ON  M5W1G2.  $19.95. 

Some  books  are  good  to  read  once 
through,  others  are  good  for  browsing. 
Homosexuality  in  Canada:  A  Bibliogra- 
phy is  the  second  kind.  If  a  bibliography 
sounds  to  you  as  exciting  as  your  school 
essays,  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives  have 
prepared  a  nice  surprise  for  you.  This  is  a 
huge  listing  of  books,  articles,  films, 
reports  and  interviews  relating  to  gay  life 
in  Canada.  The  sheer  quantity  of  material 
is  amazing:  how  many  gay  periodicals, 
for  example,  do  you  think  there  have 
been  in  this  country?  The  bibliography 
lists  three  hundred  forty  four,  everything 
from  organizational  newsletters  to  glossy 
mags,  and  going  back  as  far  as  1964. 

And  the  whole  thing  has  a  wonderful 
index  —  so  the  first  thing  you  can  do  is 
check  to  see  if  people  you  know  are  there. 
Now  let  me  see...  Barbara  Amiel,  Mar- 
garet Atwood,  Gregory  Baum,  Christine 
Bearchell  (she  writes  a  lot). 

The  next  thing  to  do  is  to  peek  at  one 
of  the  sections,  all  well-arranged.  Find 
something  that  interests  you:  songs;  sex- 
ology; sports;  bcrdache  (what  on  earth  is 
that?)  —  or  film.  Film  starts  right  after 
the  section  on  video;  there's  a  list  of 
movies  and  documentaries,  and  then  a 
section  listing  articles  and  reviews  written 
about  them.  Did  you  know  that  a  certain 
Toronto  singer  who  has  parachuted  into 
the  big  time  and  says  she  has  "outgrown 
the  Queen  Street  crowd"  made  a  (gasp) 
gay  film  in  1980?  My,  how  things  change. 


I'm  a  fan  of  two  other  movie-makers, 
Janice  Cole  and  Holly  Dale.  What's  the 
name  of  that  film  they  made  a  few  years 
ago?  Here  it  is:  P4W:  Prison  for  Women, 
with  a  helpful  note:  "Prison  documen- 
tary includes  two  lovers  preparing  for  im- 
minent separation." 

Who  is  going  to  buy  this  bibliography? 
Well,  libraries  will  have  to  order  a  copy. 
And  it's  important  that  they  do.  Educa- 
tion cutbacks  tend  to  hit  new,  controver- 
sial areas  like  women's  or  gay  studies, 
while  computer  science  and  conventional 
economics  are  protected.  A  serious  schol- 
arly tool  like  this  bibliography  will  help 
legitimize  gay  studies  in  the  universities. 
There  is,  for  instance,  a  section  listing 
master's  and  doctoral  theses  —  forty  nine 
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of  them. 

But  the  bibliography  will  also  help 
writers  (and  people  who  are  just  plain  in- 
terested) outside  academe.  Like  many  op- 
positional movements,  the  gay  commun- 
ity has  produced  its  own  writers,  journal- 
ists and  historians,  all  of  whom  have  been 
able  to  develop  through  the  gay  press, 
where  it's  still  easier  to  get  things  pub- 
lished than  in  the  dominant  straight 
media.  The  bibliography  will  be  especially 
useful  to  young  writers  just  getting  in  on 
all  this.  Even  the  "modern"  (post- 1969) 
gay  movement  is  now  history;  people 
who've  been  around  for  fifteen  years 
have  that  history  in  their  heads.  People 
new  to  the  scene  may  have  to  do  a  little 
research,  and  this  bibliography  will 


Fiction 


It  seems  as  if  almost  every  murder  / 
detective /crime  novel  these  days  includes  one 
or  two  minor  gay  characters,  apparently  for 
the  sake  of  variety,  and  we  long  ago  found  we 
only  have  room  to  list  those  with  central  gay 
characters.  This  month: 

June  Thomson's  Inspector  Rudd  investi- 
gates the  murder  of  one  half  of  a  May- 
September  homosexual  couple  in  his  tenth 
case,  Sound  Evidence  (Doubleday,  $  1 1 .95 
US).  In  John  Wainwright's  The  Ride  (St  Mar- 
tin's, $1 1 .95  US),  set  in  England,  homopho- 
bic Detective  Bellamy  is  sent  to  solve  a  mur- 
der in  the  gay  community.  Gay  detectives 
take  over  in  Joseph  Hansen's  set  of  short 
stories  Brandstetter  &  Others  (Countryman 
Press,  $12.95  US),  and  Golden  Years,  John 
Preston's  second  mystery  featuring  Alex 
Kane  —  "His  only  goal  is  justice  for  gay  peo- 
ple... his  only  weakness  is  for  other  men." 
This  time  Kane  is  searching  for  a  meanie 
preying  on  retired  gay  men  ($4.95  US  from 
Alyson,  Box  2783,  Boston,  MS  02208). 

The  Coltsfoot  Press  (Box  4396,  1001  ACi 
Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands),  the  world's 
major  publisher  of  boy-love  novels,  has 
added  Casimir  Dukahz's  It's  A  Boy!  to  its 
catalogue.  The  set  of  short  stories  explores 
how  a  boy  can  be  "a  small  god  and  a  devil- 
imp,  inspiration  and  exasperation,  revelation 
and  reeling  intoxication."  Coltsfoot  also  re- 
cently bought  up  the  entire  slock  of  volumes 
I  and  2  of  International  Journal  of  Greek 
I  Ave:  I  In-  Love  and  Sen  Relationship  Be- 
tween Adult  Men  and  Adoleseent  Boys,  pub 
lished  in  the  early  '60s  (no  price  indicated). 
The  copies  are  in  moderate  condition. 

Phil  Andros  continues  his  prolific  adven- 
in  two  new  volumes.  The  Bo>s  in  Blue 


and 
unorthodoxy 

The  above  montage  is  one  of  the  author 's 
illustrations  in  Guy  Davenport 's  Apples  and 
Pears,  And  Other  Stories  ($20  US  from 
North  Point  Press,  850  Talbot  Ave,  Berkeley, 
CA  94706).  The  stories  are  also  written  in  a 
kind  of  montage,  of  short  paragraphs.  The 
style  is  not  easy  but  the  long  title  story  is  well 
worth  the  effort.  It  is  about  a  very  unortho- 
dox household  and  their  attempt  to  break 
rules  that  are  imposed  about  living  with  other 
people  and  develop  new  patterns  for  them- 
selves. The  text  and  illustrations  deal  with 
connexions  between  art,  homoeroticism  and 
hope  for  a  better  world.  It 's  an  extra- 
ordinarily imaginative  book.  AO\  ' 

(Phil  as  a  cop)  and  Different  Strokes  (Phil 
and  friends  meet  everyone  from  a  sergeant 
boxer  to  a  leatherman  harpist).  Both  are 
$6.95  US  from  Grey  Fox  Press,  c/o  Subco, 
Box  10233,  Eugene,  OR  07440.  Volume  one 
of  Hot  Acts:  Homosexual  Encounters  From 
First  Hand,  edited  by  Winston  1  eyland  and 
Brandon  Judell,  is  available  for  $10.95  t  IS 
from  Gay  Sunshine  Press,  Box  40397,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94140. 

Non-Fiction 

"What  is  it  like  to  know  you're  the  most  elec 
ii  ifying,  attractive  man  no  matter  where  you 
may  be?"  That's  itiM  one  ot  the  questions 
( ieorge  Stambolian  directs  ai  "1  landsome 

Man"  in  his  collection,  Male  Fantasies  Gay 
Realities:  Interviews  With  leu  Men  (MS  95 

i  s.  |7  93  pbk  from  Sea  Horse  Press,  Box  S09, 
Village  Stn,  Nev*  York, NY  iooi4)  Six  of  the 


quickly  tell  them  where  to  look. 

It's  important  as  well  that,  in  a  move- 
ment dominated  by  American  culture  and 
ideas,  the  Canadian  contribution  has 
been  so  well  documented. 

Compiler  William  Crawford  indicates 
clearly  in  a  short  introduction  this  biblio- 
graphy's limitations  —  and  it  was  no 
sooner  back  from  the  printer  than  he  and 
the  other  people  in  the  Canadian  Gay  Ar- 
chives wanted  to  add  more  material.  But 
really,  it's  a  job  well  done  —  and,  sorry, 
you  can't  borrow  my  copy.  I'm  still  scan- 
ning through  the  notes  on  matrimonial 
cases,  and  wondering  what  it  was  Robert 
Fulford  actually  said  about  the  politics  of 
homophobia.  Let's  see,  Saturday  Night, 
April  1981....  AlanO'ConnorH 


anonymous  interviews  —  other  men  interro- 
gated include  "Masochist,"  "Romantic," 
"Black  Man"  and  "Analist"  —  were  original- 
ly published  in  Christopher  Street. 

After  a  long  delay,  Stepping  Out  of  Line: 
A  Workbook  on  Lesbianism/Feminism  is 
now  available  from  The  Women's  Press 
(Suite  313,  280  Bloor  St  W,  Toronto,  ON 
M5S  1W1),  for  $10.95.  From  their  ex- 
periences, authors  Nym  Hughes,  Yvonne 
Johnson  and  Yvette  Perreault  have  assembled 
a  workshop  script,  personal  stories  on  issues 
ranging  from  rights  to  relationships,  and  a 
detailed  resource  list. 

Richard  Dyer's  landmark  Gays  and  Film, 
originally  published  by  the  British  Film  Insti- 
tute, has  been  updated  and  rereleased  ($8.95 
US  from  New  York  Zoetrope,  516-80  East 
1  lth  St,  New  York,  NY  10003).  Included  are  a 
revised  filmography  and  a  new  chapter  by 
Andy  Medhurst  on  recent  gay  film  criticism. 

And  more... 

Sumaje  Tapes  &  Stories  has  released  First 
Time,  a  60-minute  "erotic  entertainment" 
produced  by  and  for  lesbians.  The  cassette 
can  be  ordered  from  Box  30318,  Philadel- 
phia, PA  19103  (no  price  indicated).  Tee 
Corinne  uses  a  novel  technique  in  her  new 
book  of  drawings.  Women  Who  Loved 
Women,  applying  conte,  crayola,  oil  pastels 
and  nail  polish  remover  to  xeroxes  of  photo- 
graphs ($10  US,  including  postage,  from 
Pearchild,  c/o  Giovanni's  Room,  345  S  12th 
St,  Philadelphia,  PA,  19107). 

Sex  and  the  State:  Their  Laws,  Our  Lives, 
an  international  conference  on  lesbian  and  gay 
history,  will  take  place  July  3-6  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Toronto,  in  conjunction  with  the  1985 
International  Gay  Association  conference 
(July  1-7).  The  organizers,  who  were  responsi- 
ble for  the  successful  "Wilde  '82"  history  con- 
ference, are  welcoming  proposals  for  presenta- 
tions, to  be  submitted  by  March  1 .  For  more 
info,  write  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box 
639,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2. 

Black  Gay  Anthology  (Box  30024,  Phila- 
delphia, PA  19103)  has  announced  that  in 
1986  Alyson  Publications  will  be  publishing  a 
book  of  writing  and  graphics  by  black  gay 
men,  edited  by  Joseph  Beam.  Material  is  be- 
ing sought  on  as  wide  a  range  of  experiences 
as  possible,  in  a  variety  of  formats.  Deadline 
for  submissions  is  February  28. 

Ever  wonder  what  happened  to  the  Men's 
Liberation  movement  of  the  '70s?  It  seems  to 
have  survived,  at  least  in  universities  and 
bookstores.  There  are  three  articles  and  five 
book  reviews  in  a  special  men's  studies  sec- 
tion in  the  Dec/ Jan  (1983-84)  Resources  for 
Feminist  Research,  available  for  $6  from 
Kl  I),  OISJ  ,  252  Bloor  Si  West.  Toronto, 
ONM5S  IV6. 

Roland  Barthes  is  dead  but  the  Roland 
Barthes  industry  lives'  I  he  latest  offering  is  a 
collection  oi  interviews  given  by  the  some- 
times difficult  but  always  startling  French 
writer,  I  he  drain  of  the  Voice:  Interviews 
1962-1980  (Hill  &  Wang,  133.95) 

The  James  \\  hile  Review  is  ,i  quarterly 

magazine  ol  poetry,  and  prose  by  gay  men    \ 

poem  by  Rohm  Metcalfe  on  page  oni:  of  the 
Winter  '85  issue  caught  our  attention  Sub 
scriptions  are M  year  from  Box  3356,  [Yaffle 
Stn,  Minneapolis.  MN  S5403. 

John  Mleeand  \lun()(  nnnor 

\<>/<\  Include  tl postage  and handling  whtn 
ordering  /><><><  v  by  mail 
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Conversations  with 
Marie-Claire  Blais 


OISE  Auditorium 

252BloorStW 

Toronto 


Thursday,  February  14, 
1985, 8pm 


Sponsored  by 
The  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Academic  Society 

at  The  University  of  Toronto 


Free  childcare-  $3  admission 


MORE  HISTORY 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GflV 
mAT£! 

Members  across  Canada 

and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  IS  LOOKING 

FOR  A  PRODUCTION  AND  DESIGN 

COORDINATOR 


We  have  an  opening  on  our  paid  staff  for  a  creative,  energetic  man  or 

woman  to  coordinate  design  and  production  of  The  Body  Politic  and 

our  free,  twice-monthly  tabloid,  Xtra. 

This  position  calls  for  a  person  with  initiative, 

visual  imagination,  concern  for  details,  a  strong  sense  of  responsibility 

and  the  patience,  organizational  and  communication  skills  necessary  to 

coordinate  the  work  of  other  people  under  the  pressure  of  deadlines.  A 

good  knowledge  of  typography,  phototypesetting,  layout  and  graphic 

techniques  is  essential.  A  background  in  magazine  design,  production 

and  promotion  would  be  ideal. 

You'll  be  working  on  an  equal  footing  with 

a  team  of  paid  and  unpaid  staff.  It's  important  that  you  be  in  general 

agreement  with  the  principles  of  collective  operation  and  the  political 

goals  of  The  Body  Politic,  and  that  you  be  able  to  to  function  well  in 

an  atmosphere  of  shared  decision-making  and  responsibility. 

The  salary's  not  extravagant,  but  the  position 

is  challenging  and  you'll  be  working  with  interesting  people  in  an 

informal,  open  and  encouraging  environment. 

If  you  think  you'd  like  to  join  The  Body  Politic  team, 

write  with  resume  no  later  than  Wednesday,  February  13  to: 

Production  Position,  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 

Toronto,  ON  M5VV  1X9. 


A  script  for  a  massacre,  1440 


Laughter  For  the  Devil:  The  Trials  of  Gilles  de 
Rais,  Companion-in-Arms  of  Joan  of  Arc 
(1440).  Introduction  and  Translation  from 
Latin  and  French  by  Reginald  Hyatte.  Fair- 
leigh  Dickenson,  $29.50. 

Gilles  de  Rais  was  25  when  he  helped 
Joan  of  Arc  raise  the  seige  of  Orleans  in 
1429;  not  much  later  he  was  named  Mar- 
shall of  France.  In  the  space  of  a  few 
years,  inheritance,  dowry  and  brigandage 
had  increased  his  income  and  land- 
holdings  enormously. 

Spending  money  at  an  astonishing  rate, 
he  staged  an  enormous  spectacle  (in 
which  he  himself  took  part  as  one  of 
more  than  500  actors)  to  commemorate 
the  sixth  anniversary  of  the  city's  libera- 
tion. He  founded  a  choir  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Innocents  that,  along  with  its  sev- 
eral dozen  servants  and  dependants,  fol- 
lowed him  in  his  travels.  At  times  his  ret- 
inue could  fill  fifteen  inns.  He  was  openly 
lavish  in  his  generosity  to  the  poor.  Short- 
ly after  reaching  this  apogee  of  wealth 
and  influence,  his  protector  at  court,  La 
Tremoille,  fell  from  royal  favour.  His 
enemies  were  powerful,  and  his  ostenta- 
tion could  hardly  fail  to  increase  their 
jealousy  and  their  hope  for  his  downfall. 

By  nearly  all  accounts  he  was  not  a  nice 
man.  His  mobility  and  economic  power 
gave  him  ample  opportunity  to  procure 
practitioners  of  the  black  arts,  as  well  as 
dozens  of  children  and  adolescents,  most- 
ly male,  whom  he  allegedly  killed, 
masturbating  over  them  before,  during  or 
after  their  murder,  and  in  at  least  one 
case  reserving  the  eyes,  heart  and  blood 
as  an  offering  to  a  demon. 

Public  rumour  grew  in  Gilles's  territor- 
ies that  he  and  his  men  were  responsible 
for  the  mysterious  disappearances  of  chil- 
dren in  the  area.  In  1440  a  secret  inquiry 
was  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
Bishop  of  Nantes.  On  October  26  of  that 
year,  following  simultaneous  ecclesiastic- 
al and  civil  trials,  Gilles  was  hanged  along 
with  two  of  his  accomplices. 

His  execution  did  not  end  his  reputa- 
tion among  the  common  people:  he  is  the 
historical  point  of  departure  for  the  Blue- 
beard legend,  and  the  remains  of  his  fort- 
resses are  still  known  in  the  region  as 
"Bluebeard's  castles."  He  has  entered  lit- 
erature through  Joris-Karl  Huysman's 
Ld-bas,  Shaw's  Saint  Joan  and  a  whole 
spate  of  novels  and  plays  of  the  last  twen- 
ty years. 

Laughter  for  the  Devil  is  the  first  com- 
plete —  or  nearly  complete  —  English 
translation  of  the  documents  of  Gilles's 
trials  (only  the  narrative  summary  of  the 
ecclesiastical  proceedings  is  omitted). 
Reginald  Hyatte,  the  translator,  also  pro- 
vides an  introduction  and  a  chronology 
of  Gilles's  life. 

Records  of  fifteenth-century  inquisi- 
tions are  sometimes  less  than  gripping. 
The  unwieldy  sentences  of  some  of  these 
writs,  typifying  the  convoluted  syntax  of 
medieval  law,  are  more  intelligible  in 
Latin,  given  the  nature  of  the  language, 
than  in  English.  Readers  unacquainted 
with  late  medieval  judicial  practice, 
moreover,  will  not  only  fail  to  understand 
customary  formulas  of  procedure  but  will 
likely  be  jarred  to  find  so  much  educed  as 
evidence  that  could  never  stand  up  in  a 
modern  secular  court.  The  hearsay  of 
peasants  and  burghers  who  surmise  that  a 
child's  disappearance  must  have 
something  to  do  with  the  rumours  about 
Gilles  comprises  a  great  deal  of  the 
evidence.  The  confessions  of  Gilles  and 
his  cohorts  —  in  Gilles's  own  case  it  is 


made  clear  that  he  confessed  under  the 
prospect  of  imminent  torture,  according 
to  accepted  practice  —  are  never  sup- 
ported by  the  production  of  material 
evidence. 

Hyatte's  introduction  lacks  just  the 
sort  of  non-literary  background  that 
would  be  so  helpful  to  almost  anyone 
likely  to  read  the  book.  Without  it,  his 
summary  of  Gilles's  career  and  his  review 


Gilles  de  Rais:  boys,  blood  and  black  arts 

of  modern  reconsiderations  of  his  guilt  or 
innocence  carry  a  certain  impression  of 
naivety. 

Hyatte  strikes  me  as  too  unwary  of  the 
documents,  and  when  he  launches  into  an 
appreciation  of  the  literary  qualities  of 
the  trial  as  medieval  drama,  controlled  to 
a  degree  by  Gilles  through  his  manipu- 
lation of  the  audience,  I  cannot  help  but 
feel  that  he  has  turned  the  situation 
inside-out.  With  the  instruments  of  tor- 
ture near  at  hand,  Gilles  was  hardly  in  a 
position  to  give  his  judges  anything  but 
what  they  wanted  to  hear,  and  besides, 
we  do  not  have  Gilles's  own  words  but  a 
version  of  reported  discourse  adjusted  by 
the  notaries  after  the  end  of  the  affair. 

When  Hyatte  summarizes,  "His  langu- 
age was  so  persuasive  that  his  judges  lift- 
ed the  sentence  of  excommunication  pro- 
nounced against  him,  permitted  him  to 
stage  his  own  execution,  with  a  cast  of 
thousands,  and  granted  him  an  honorable 
burial  in  a  church,"  he  goes  far  beyond 
textual  evidence  and  ignores  the  custom- 
ary aspect  of  court  proceedings  and  ac- 
counts of  public  executions  in  the  period. 
They  did  constitute  drama  of  sorts,  as  Jan 
Huizinga  pointed  out  in  The  Waning  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  but  directed  by  those 
who  had  the  last  word  and  so  not,  eo 
ipso,  by  the  victims.  The  victims  could 
choose  to  play  their  parts  less  or  more 
cooperatively,  but  even  the  details  of  their 
performances  are  obscured  behind  the 
smoke  of  the  extant  documents. 

Reginald  Hyatte's  translation  is  read- 
able, and  the  subject  matter  is  interesting, 
but  he  has  not  given  us  Gilles  de  Rais,  and 
one  could  wish  that  the  introduction  were 
a  little  clearer  on  that  point.  We  no  longer 
have  Gilles.  We  have  only  his  prosecutor's 
texts,  and  imagination. 

David  TownsendlH 

David  Townsend  is  a  student  of  medieval  liter- 
ature at  the  University  of  Toronto. 
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SHARED  GROUND 

JOY  PARKS 


A  launch  worth  a  party  dress 


I  am  not  a  big  fan  of  readings,  book 
launches  or  literary  gatherings  of  any 
sort.  I  usually  find  them  hotbeds  of  the 
very  sort  of  pretention  and  glitz  we 
"intellectual    types  pretend  to  scorn. 
Still,  the  Toronto  launch  of  Women  and 
Words /Les  Femmes  et  les  Mots  An- 
thology, held  at  the  national  office  of  the 
Canadian  Book  Information  Centre  Nov- 
ember 30,  piqued  my  curiosity.  I  had 
heard  wonderful  rumours  of  successful 
launches  early  in  the  fall  in  Vancouver 


Susan  Crean  at  Women  &  Words  launch 

(other  launches  were  held  in  Montreal 
and  Ottawa),  so  when  The  Body  Politic 
suggested  that  I  don  my  party  dress  and 
have  a  night  out,  I  put  my  qualms  on  the 
back  burner  and  ventured  forth.  And  I'm 
glad  I  did. 

Before  getting  to  an  actual  review  of 
the  book,  I  want  to  go  on  record  as  say- 
ing that  the  Toronto  launch  was  the 
friendliest  literary  gathering  I've  ever  at- 
tended. Perhaps  it  was  the  warm  brick- 
and-books  decor  of  the  CBIC  offices  or 
the  pay-what-you-could  wine  bar,  but  I 
believe  the  real  credit  for  this  successful 
launch  must  go  to  the  organizers  who  did 
their  best  to  introduce  people  and  make 
them  feel  assured  that  they  would  not 
only  have  an  opportunity  to  find  out 
more  about  Women  and  Words  and  the 
Anthology,  but  enjoy  themselves  as  well. 
Despite  the  rather  large  crowd  (mostly 
women),  bookish  and  shy  yours  truly  felt 
free  to  mingle  and  meet  new  people  —  a 
sure  test  of  a  casual  and  relaxed 
atmosphere. 

The  Women  and  Words  /  Les  Femmes 
et  les  Mots  conference,  organized  by  the 
West  Coast  Women  and  Words  Society 
and  held  in  Vancouver  in  the  summer  of 
1983,  brought  together  more  than  700 
women  writers,  publishers,  editors  and 
critics,  lesbian  and  straight,  from  a  wide 
range  of  ethnic  and  cultural  backgrounds. 
The  conference  spawned  a  national  net- 
work of  women  in  publishing  and  writ- 
ing, providing  resources,  contacts  and  a 
series  of  tapes  from  the  actual  conference 
sessions.  But  perhaps  the  most  tangible 
result  was  the  Women  and  Words/ Les 
Femmes  et  les  Mots  Anthology. 

This  collection  of  writing  by  more  than 
80  women  writers,  mostly  little-known  or 
unknown,  covers  a  wide  range  of  themes 
and  styles,  containing  poetry,  fiction, 
journals,  narratives  and  drama.  The 


quality  of  individual  work  in  the  antho- 
logy varies  from  well-crafted  gems  to 
amateur,  self-involved  introspections  that 
lack  development,  but  the  editors  must  be 
credited  for  their  attempt  to  choose 
works  that  reflect  the  craft  of  experienced 
authors  as  well  as  pieces  that  demonstrate 
the  tentative  voices  of  the  beginner.  Par- 
ticularly noticable  is  that  the  French  selec- 
tions in  the  anthology,  chosen  for  their 
experimental  quality,  are  for  the  most 
part  dynamic  departures  from  the  usual 
way  we  envision  writing  on  the  page,  and 
are  thrilling  examples  of  unleashed 
creative  power. 

There  isn't  space  here  to  look  at  each 
selection,  but  there  are  a  number  that 
deserve  to  be  singled  out.  Ayanna  Black's 
"A  Pretty  Baby  Girl  in  A  Da  Nursery"  is 
wonderful  in  the  original  "patois"  and 
doesn't  need  the  "English"  translation 
that  follows  it.  Maureen  Leland's  "Earth 
Mother"  and  Carole  Itter's  "The  Blues 
Singer"  are  laced  with  understatement 
that  is  reminiscent  of  the  work  of  Margar- 
et Atwood  and  Alice  Munro.  Makeda 
Silvera's  "Breaking  the  Silence,"  a  jour- 
nal of  a  black  woman's  search  for  auth- 
enticity in  her  writing,  is  remarkable;  and 
Penny  Kemp's  ironic  "Looking  for 
Something  to  Do?"  sums  up  the  major 
stumbling  block  for  most  women  writers 
in  one  short  paragraph.  Helen  Forreben- 
ko's  "Hey  Waitress"  instructs  the  reader 
on  the  practical  side  of  sisterhood.  Nicole 
Brossard's  "La  Page  du  Livre,"  with  its 
inspirational  listing  of  lesbian  writers/ 
foremothers  addresses  the  question  of 
making  a  silenced  lesbian  reality  live  on 
the  page,  and  Robin  Endre's  strange  but 
exciting  "Ghost  Dance"  is  a  drama  that 
combines  feminism  and  Canadian  history 
to  develop  a  haunting  chorus  of  voices. 
Impressive  also  is  Diane  Schoemperlen's 
"What  We  Want,"  which  parallels  the 
lives  of  two  very  different  types  of 
women  and  the  needs  they  share. 

In  all,  the  Women  and  Words/ Les 
Femmes  et  les  Mots  Anthology  is,  like  the 
Women  and  Words  conference  itself,  a 
monumental  acknowledgement  that  fem- 
inist writing  and  publishing  is  alive  and 
growing  in  Canada.  My  only  hope  is  that 
this  anthology  is  not  a  climax  to  the  ener- 
gy and  spirit  of  the  women  involved  in 
Women  and  Words  /  Les  Femmes  et  les 
Mots,  but  more  the  starting  point,  the 
first  in  a  line  of  many  projects  by  feminist 
writers /creators  who  see  the  need  for  the 
development  of  a  separate  women's  lit- 
erary tradition  in  Canada.  And  if  the 
Women  and  Words/ Les  Femmes  et  les 
Mots  Anthology  is  representative  of  the 
work  and  commitment  of  the  women  in- 
volved, then  we  have  much  to  look  for- 
ward to.D 


Women  and  Words    Les  Femmes  et  les  Mots 
Anthology,  Habour  Publishing  Co,  Ltd,  Box 

219,  Maderia  Park,  BC  VON 2H0.  $10.95. 

I  or  more  information  on  Women  and  Words, 
contacts  in  vour  local  region,  or  to  lend  sci 

vices  to  the  projected  H  'omen  and  Words/  Les 
Femmes  et  les  Wots  conference  in  Toronto  in 

I9H6,  contact:  Women  and  Words,  Ho\  63563, 
Station/.  Vancouver.  Bi   V5N4B0 

In  last  month  \  review  <»/  Gillian  (  hase  S 
The  Square  Hoot  of  lemale.  the  address  I  or 
Ragweed  Press  was  incomplete   ll  should  have 
read   /<m  2021  Churlot/elown.  I'l  .  (  I  -1  7N7. 


This  pizza  palace  at  Church  and  Wellesley, 

(Italian-style  bistro)  offers  a  piano  lounge 

with  an  intimate  and  friendly  atmosphere. 


□  Mon-Thursll:30-lam 

□  Fri-Sat  1 1 :30-2am 

□  Sun  1 2am- 1 2pm 

*   FULLY  LICENCED 

Sunday  brunch  pianist:  Marty  Butler 
Cocktail  pianist:  Peter  Chabanowich 

Entertainment: 

•Jan  21  -26,  Jan  28  to  Feb  2:  Bonnie  Pegler 


Take-out  and  delivery  available  from  4pm  439-0000 
562  Church  St  (at  Wellesley)  Toronto  961-2204  ifor  reservation  info) 
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Real  Estate 

caH 


Harvey  Malinsky 

922-5533  Res: 364-1900 

Offering  personal  real  esfafe 
services  to  our  community. 

Dramatic  contemporary 

Victorian  renovation  in 

Toronto's  Cabbagetown 

Featuring: 

Spacious  combination  living/dining  room 

with  10-ft  ceilings.  Den/family  room  with 

fireplace  and  walk-out  to  interlocking  brick 

patio  and  parking.  Lower  level  family 

room.  Architecturally  designed  master 

bedroom  suite/entertainment  centre  plus  2 

large  bedrooms.  Skylights,  central  air, 

alarm, environmental  controls, sloping 

windows,  high-quality  finishes. 

Vendor  will  assist  with  9  3/4%  financing. 

10-20%  down.  Asking  $189,000. 


Cimerman  Real  Estate  Ltd 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P3 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


97  Maitland  Street 
Toronto  M4Y IE3 


Dr  Edward  Kamski 

is  pleased  to  announce  the  opening  of  his 

practice  of  general  medicine  at 

The  Albany  Medical  Clinic     , 

200  Danforth  Ave 

(at  Broadview) 

Toronto,  ON  M4K  1N5 

461-9471 

Evening  appointments  available. 


R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.A.,  LL.B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 

Village  by  the  Grange 

Suite  400, 122  St  Patrick  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M5T2X8 
(416)  597-1655 


Office  hours:  9  am  -  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation:  $20 
On  parle  francais 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


LONDON 


HOUSE  TO  SHARE  London  8  room  modern  laun- 
dry facilities,  microwave,  fireplace  2  bathroom,  on 
bus  route  to  university  and  downtown.  Want  to  share 
house  but  also  companionship.  Prefer  non-tobacco 
smoker,  steady  individual  with  diversified  interests. 
Joggers  and  students  welcome.  1  am  career  oriented 
33  year  old  new  to  London.  Rational,  tolerant.  Work 
hard,  play  hard.  Price  to  be  arranged  but  can  be  a  real 
bargain  for  the  right  guy.  471-4203. 


ORILLIA 


ROOM  AND  BOARD  IN  ORILLIA 
RETIRED  BI  MALE  52  seeks  reasonable  accomoda- 
tion there.  Very  anxious  to  relocate.  Good  tenant. 
Drawer  E951. 


TORONTO 


BROADVIEW  &  GERRARD.  Responsible  person  to 
share  large  home.  Fireplace  and  parking.  Call 
463-5528. 

BRUNSWICK  AVENUE/  Kensington  market.  Lux- 
urious  2-bedroom,  2  floors.  Renovated  apartment  in 
gay  house.  5  appliances,  fireplace,  sundeck,  parking. 
$950+  .  March  15.  Call  927-0580. 

LARGE  ROOM  available.  Share  3  storey  house  with 
2  others.  Close  to  downtown  with  TTC  at  door.  Laun- 
dry facilities  and  sundeck.  Riverdale  area.  $200  per 
month  incl.  John  469-0349.  After  7  pm. 

ROOMATES  REQUIRED  to  share  spacious, 
renovated  townhouse  near  Pape  and  Dundas.  Seek- 
ing financially  secure,  mature  sociable  people,  in- 
terested in  creating  communal  home  environment. 
Large  front  upper  room  with  cable,  $350.00.  Both  in- 
clude access  to  parking,  sundecks  and  kitchen  with 
four  appliances.  Available  immediately.  Call 
469-9766. 

WANTED  professional  male  25-35  to  share  in  Vic- 
torian house,  own  bedroom,  Queen /Pape,  $300  per 
month.  469-4391. 

LUXURY  2  BEDROOM  to  share  with  gay  male. 
Pharmacy  and  Finch  area.  $375  incl.  Call  Roy 
499-5539. 

IS  THERE  SOMEONE  willing  to  share  their  house? 
Gay  professional  female,  late  20s  with  two  well  behav- 
ed clean  dogs  -  one  show,  one  rare  breed  -  non- 
barking.  Prefer  north  end  of  city  or  outskirts  but  will 
consider  any  offer  with  reasonable  rent.  We  need  a 
home  by  the  end  of  march.  Drawer  E997. 

TWO-BEDROOM  APARTMENT  to  share  over  an- 
tique store  at  Queen  and  DeGrassi.  Looking  for  so- 
meone easy-going  but  who  can  supply  references. 
Must  like  smokers,  dogs  and  creaky  floors.  $325 
(negotiable).  466-3970. 

WANTED 

WOMEN  — IDENTIFIED— WOMEN 

TO  LIVE  IN  an  all-women's  housing  co-op,  owned 
and  managed  by  member-residents  in  downtown 
Toronto.    One    and    two    bedrooms    available. 

OPEN  HOUSE  FEB  9  2— 5 
Info  meetings:  Jan  3 1 ,  Feb 7, 14, 21 ,  28. 397  Shuter  St. 
7:30  pm.  For  information  call:  925-2475  ext.  3370. 

ARTISTS!  CRAFTSMEN! 

BEAUTIFUL  RENOVATED  brick  bungalow  with 
separate  2  story  workshop,  33  x  1 30  lot,  private  drive, 
fireplace,  cathedral  ceilings.  Subway.  $169,900. 
694-5614. 

NEED  SHORT— TERM  SPACE?  Basics  in  own 
room,  share  central  townhouse.  Aware  person,  open 
and  responsible.  Tom,  967-0430. 


TRAVEL 


KEY  INTERNATIONAL  GUIDE 

INTERNATIONAL  GAY  HOTEL  and  resort  guide. 
US  $5.00,  postpaid.  Cheque  or  M.O.  to  House  of 
Lehi,  PO  Box  330406,  Coconut  Grove,  FL  33233, 
USA. 


•  secluded  •  tropical  decor  • 

•  individual  kitchens  •  relaxed  rates  • 

•  intimate  • 

3016  alhambra  •  fort  lauderdale  •  florida  33304 
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Friendly  places  to  stay  .  .  .  Miles 
of  beaches  .  .  .  Great  restaurants 
.  .  .  Lots  of  entertainment  and 
dancing  .  .  .  Variety  of  shops 
and  galleries  .  .  . 
Write  for  free  directory 
Provincetown 
Business  Guild 
Box  421  Dept.  R 
'f  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
}  Call  (617)  487-2313 

ROVINCETOWN 

Enjoy  It  With  Us! 


GAY  BED  &  BREAKFAST  GUIDE 
NEW  WORLD  DIRECTORY  being  prepared.  Join 
in  on  a  European  tradition  and  meet  new  people  & 
make  new  friends.  For  inclusion  in  the  first  edition 
send  name,  address  or  phone  together  with  $10.  Free 
directory  with  every  listing. 

SEAJAY  ENTERPRIZES 
BOX  624,  STATION  F,  TORONTO,  M4Y  2L8 
Readers  who  would  like  a  copy  at  a  special  pre- 
published  price,  send  $5  together  with  name  &  ad- 
dress. Others  who  are  interested  once  it  is  published 
send  SAE. 

BEACH  FRONT  Roman  Beach  Apts.  Oistintown 
Barbados  West  Indies.  Phone  809-42-87635.  Sum- 
mer. Two  persons.  One  night  $20-45  US.  All 
Welcome. 


FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the 
LAUDERDALE  MANOR  300ft.  from 

our  beautiful  beach.  Party  at  the 

world-famous  Marlin  Beach  Hotel 
next  door  and  come  back  to  a  quiet 
and  friendly  atmosphere.  Modestly 
priced  hotel  rooms,  efficiencies  and 
apartments  with  color  TV.  New  pool 
in  our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ.  Call 

or  write  Lauderdale  Manor  Motel, 

2926  Valencia  St,  Fort  Lauderdale, 

Fla  33316.  Tel:  (305)  463-3385 


VISIT  A  WINTER  WONDERLAND 
IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE'S  White  mountains,  the 
Highlands  Inn  has  miles  of  X-country  trails,  ice 
skating,  snowshoeing,  downhill  skiing  and  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Lovely  rooms,  private  baths,  great  mid- 
week discounts!  Grace  and  Judi,  innkepers.  Box 
1 18P,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574  (603)  869-3978. 

COMPANION  SOUGHT  by  male  38,  driving  to 
Florida  and  points  south  for  3-4  weeks,  mid  March. 
Share  accomodations  and  possibly  driving.  Box  312, 
Stn  J,  Toronto  M4J4Y8. 

SPARE  BEDROOM,  downtown  Toronto,  for 
weekend /weeklong  visits  by  quiet,  responsible  GM. 
Own  key,  overnight  guests.  Modest  compensation. 
State  terms.  PaulLeroux,  127  Joliette,  No.  4,  Ottawa 
K1L5G8. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
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INVESTORS  WANTED 

IN  CANADA'S  FASTEST  GROWING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 

Complete  renovations  planned  for  Toronto's  largest  small 
hotel.  Over  80  rooms  to  be  tastefully  re-decorated  to  ac- 
commodaie  semi-transient  and  touring  companies.  Full 
security,  roof  garden,  summer  patio,  sauna,  games  and 
viewing  rooms,  work-out  facilities,  24-hour  room  service, 
gourmet  takeouts  and  much,  much  more  will  be  built  into 
this  quaint  and  historic  building.  In  operation  at  the  pre- 
sent time  is  a  10,000-sci-ft  licenced  live  music  lounge  cur- 
rently being  renovated  and  upgraded  to  a  Las  Vegas  style 
luxury  dining  and  dance  emporium.  Additional  revenue 
from  company-owned-and-opcrated  luxury  7-bedroom 
all-season  country  lodge  on  secluded  section  of  resort  lake 
wit  hin  I  -hour  drive  of  Toronto.  Large  private  beach  with 
docking  facilities  and  much  more.  Suitable  for  private 
membership  get-togethers.  Active  participation  welcomed 
but  not  a  necessity.  Phone  or  write  now  for  this  oncc-in-a- 
lifetime  opportunity  to  help  shape  the  future  with  this  pro- 
posed flagship  of  the  community,  all  with  the  possibility 
of  fabulous  returns  on  your  long-term  investments. 
A.I,.  Hart,  suite  224,  7:105  Woodbine  Ave,  Markham,  ON 
UK  :iV7  or  phone  (116)  924-7072  (10am-2pm,  Mon-Fri). 

SERVICES 


TORONTO 


NEED  A  PARTY  OR  REHEARSAL  SPACE? 

THE  STRAND  STUDIO  and  AVALON  Dance  Club 
are  available  for  rental.  Call  David  862-1 143. 
OF  COURSE  YOU  WANT  THE  BEST! 

ENJOY    RELAXING    PROFESSIONAL    HAIR 
CARE  in  your  home.  Telephone:  Steven  960-3651. 
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Image  Exact.  FOR  ALL  YOUR  GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
NEEDS.  Call  964-7830. 


For  the  way  you  look 
For  the  way  you  feel 

DO  THE  STRAND 

Group  workouts  daily. 
Call  Dave  at  862-1 143 

Sirand  Fitness  Inc.  Queen  &  Yonge, 
Toronlo 


Single  workout  for 
1 12  price  with  this  ad 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille       461-9940 

10  Hogarth  Ave  -  Apt  1408 
Toronto  Ont  M4K  1 19 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple.  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 

MASSAGE  FOR  HEALTH  done  by  professional 
massage  therapist.  Mr  Fung.  By  appointment  only. 
465-9810. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and  /or  your  lover,  nudes,  port- 
folios, fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assign- 
ments. Photographed  on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive 
Pyne  Photography,  694-5335. 

EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR 
EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR  —  multifaceted 
approach  to  individual  stress  problems.  Call  Barbara 
Earle:  762-4110. 

FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon 
request.  No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  II  Yorkville 
Ave,  Suite  608,  Toronto,  Ont  M4W  1L3  or  call 
961-5812. 

TRADITIONAL  JAPANESE  SHIATSU  THER- 
APY  —  preventive  medicine.  Member  of  Shiatsu 
Therapy  Association  of  Ontario.  Geoff  Clayden, 
536-3548  or  626-5465  (answering  service). 

DOES  HOUSEWORK  BORE  YOU?  Do  the  chores 
pile  up?  Call  the  professionals  for  free  estimates  and 
honest,  reliable  service.  968-7428. 

PSYCHIC     CONSULTATION.     Complete 

confidentiality.  782-3797. 

FROM  AS  LITTLE  AS  $30  a  week  you  can  have  your 
house  cleaned  and  organized,  to  having  your  laundry 
done.  Reliable  and  honest  with  good  references.  Call 
Heather  at  968-9419.  PS  I  do  windows  and  yes,  walk 
the  dog. 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

So  you  can't  go  south. 
Your  well-tuned  piano 
will  help  you  beat  the 
February  Blahs. 
Call  me. 

lames  fennyson 

(  ertified  Piano  !<■<  hni<  ian 

t  IS  M  irkham  st,  foronto 


OTTAWA 


Terry's  Taxi 

for  gays  and  lesbians  of  Ottawa 

Mon-Sat  4pm  to  4am 

one-car  operation 

Direct  dial  to  car  725-6485 

Ottawa,  Ontario 


WORK 


WANTED  CAREER  IN  JEWELRY.  Currently  tak- 
ing a  correspondence  course  with  the  Canadian 
Jeweller's  Institute.  Seeks  full-time  employment  with 
retail  jeweller.  N.  Franco.  Suite  112,  St.  James  Place, 
661  Upper  James  St.,  Hamilton,  ON,  L9C  5R8. 

WORK  WANTED 
EDUCATED  YOUNG  MALE,  creative,  analytical, 
reliable  &  hard  working  seeks  position  in  arts  related 
environment.  Will  consider  a  variety  of  work.  Drawer 
E978. 

BITS  &  BYTES 

MALE  22  seeks  employment  with  computers.  Has 
background  in  programming  development  and  word- 
processing.  Send  response  to  Box  122,  Station  Q, 
Toronto  M4T  IL0. 


BUY/SELL 


THE  TREND  -  SINGLE  STUD  EARRINGS.  The 
diamond  look-alike  in  14  kt  gold.  $30  and  up.  Zircon- 
ia  —  the  irresistible  imposter.  Available  from  Connie 
and  Bill  at  Dynemites,  90  Yorkville  Ave.  968-3550. 

HEALTH  FOOD  STORE  FOR  SALE 

CENTRAL  LOCATION  near  subway.  Low 
overhead,  large  selling  space.  Great  growth  potential. 
Price  negotiable.  Must  sell.  461-8035. 


BOOKS 


MALE  HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE. 
Paths  Untrodden  Book  Service,  PO  Box  459,  Village 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10014-0459.  Catalogue 
$2.00  US      

WE  PAY  CASH 

WE  PAY  CASH  for  used  gay  magazines  in  good  con- 
dition. Orion  Books,  544  Yonge  Street,  Toronto, 
Ont.,M4Y  1Y8.  Tel.  923-5537. 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find 
them  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50%discount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

INTERESTED  IN  MAGAZINES? 
LIKE  TO  KNOW  MORE?  Do  it  at  the  Body  Politic. 
We  need  people  interested  in  learning  about  news, 
reviews  and  features.  Phone  364-6320  and  ask  for  Ken 
or  Rick.  Or  Write  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9. 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

Join  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of 
Toronto's  baroque 
instrumental  ensemble 
or  choir. 
Phone  536-2846 


GROUPS 


SAINT  PRIAPUS  TORONTO  is  accepting  new 
members. 

WORKING  CLASS  PEOPLE 
A  WORKING  CLASS  personal  /political  support 
group  is  forming:  non-sexist,  non-racist,  non-ageist, 
good  process.  964-1278. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  MAN/BOY  LOVE 
ASSOCIATION.  For  further  information  send  $1 .00 

I  iv  to:  N  \\im  A,  Box  174,  New  York,  N\  10018 

DO  YOU  HAVE  AIDS? 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  TALK  with  other  gay  men 
with  AIDS?  Singles?  Couples?  I  am  forming  a  group 
for  discussion,  socializing  and  support  for  each  other. 
If  we  don't  help  each  other,  who  will?  Call  and  lets 
discuss  the  possibilities.  Privacy  guaranteed. 
533-8712. 

MESSAGES 


LESBIAN  ART  SHOW 

Branching  Out  and  Sparkes  Gallery  are  sponsoring  a 
Lesbian  Art  Show  m  May  1985.  Please  send  slides  01 
proposals  to  Sparkes  Gallery,  1114  Queen  Street 
West .  Toronto,  Ontario,  M6J  1 H9,  53 1  ■  1 243,  Of  eon 
tact  Branching  Out  at  964-1575.  Please  don'l  send 
origrnalsl 

DUNCAN:  UNDERNEATH  THE  LAMI'I  K.HI, 
by  the  Barracks'  gale,  I  went  for  a  walk  on  the  gran, 
as  you  said.  Several  walks.  But  you  were  gone  when  I 
got  back.  Anyway  the  other  Duncan  said  he  doesn't 
do  it  your  way.  Tom,  967-0540. 

MODELS/ESCORTS 

TORONTO 


"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  —  Two  clean- 
cut  good-looking  males,  19  and  22,  available  for  per- 
sonal escort /model  services.  922-2089. 

TORONTO  ESCORTS  AND  MODELS 
FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5' II"  170,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as  es- 
cort and/or  model.  Call  Rick:  531-6976. 


UNINHIBITED  HANDSOME  MUSCULAR 
athletic  bright  5*11"  155  lbs.  Call  921-2614.  Ask  for 
Roger  and  we'll  make  some  plans. 

HANDSOME  MUSCULAR  MALE  available  as 
model  or  escort.  Out-of-towners  most  welcome.  Call 
Dawson  to  set  something  up.  (416)  921-2462. 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  BODYBUILDER  available 
for  personal  posing  and  modelling.  362-8982. 


B-7Viaie 
■/Models 

_        All  ages  and  types  for  _ 

B  Fashion  Workshop. 

Preparations   for   shows,   catalogue, 
print  and  TV  commercials.  Gain  poise, 
self    improvement,    and    a    second 
career.  Agency  promotion  available  ! 
968-6773 


HANDSOME,  CLEAN  CUT 

YOUNG  MALE  AVAILABLE  to  the  discerning 
man.  Discreet  and  hot.  Daniel  964-2826. 

TORONTO'S  FINEST 

TWO  HOT  ATHLETIC  males,  21  and  22  available 
for  model  &  escort.  Call  964-81 13. 

SLEEK,  VIVACIOUS,  HANDSOME,  slim,  well- 
dressed  male  model/escort.  Does  unforgettable,  uni- 
que massage.  Kevin  922-8484. 

FRIENDS:  FEMALE 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

GAY  FEMALE  COUPLE  29/35,  professional,  edu- 
cated would  like  to  meet  other  gay  women,  single  or 
couples  for  friendship  only.  Drawer  E970. 

THE  DAMNDEST  LITTLE  FASCINATOR 
AND  CUTE  TO  BOOT.  Fun  Femme  white  woman, 
28,  seeks  warm  heart  in  same  28-?  Send  photo  etc  to 
Drawer  E953. 

TORONTO 

WILD  WOMEN  IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  BIG  "O"? 

Do  you  rush  to  your  mailbox  every  day  for  an  invita- 
tion to  your  first  (or  latest)  orgy?  Drop  us  a  letter 
(detailed  and  juicy)to  say  why  you  should  be  invited 
to  ours.  And  who  knows  what  the  post  may  bring  to- 
morrow? Drawer  D723. 

GAY  OR  BI  FEMALES  to  30  years  wanted  by  G WM 
30  for  friendship  and  differently  interesting  times. 
Must  be  experimental,  open  minded  and  goodlook- 
ing.  If  this  is  you,  please  send  letter  photo  and  phone 
to  me  —  any  race.  Drawer  E928. 

GAY  FEMALE  COUPLE  25/32  seek  same  who  en- 
joy  outings,  movies,  dining  or  just  a  simple  chat. 
Drawer  E964. 

FREE  EGO  TRIPS 

I'm  looking  for  interesting,  unhibited,  sexy  dykes  to 
pose  for  me.  Sorry,  I  can't  afford  to  pay  any  money 
but  it's  an  experience  you  don't  want  to  miss.  Write  to 
me,  1  might  not  make  you  famous  but  you'll  have  a  lot 
of  fun.  Drawer  E993 

FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

SEEKING  FRIEND 
MATURE  PROFESSIONAL  MAN  seeking  young 
man  21  years  old  to  share  New  York  experience  of 
Broadway  shows,  concerts,  sporting  events.  Reply 
from  all  over  with  photo  to  Kevin  Pease,  420  Lex- 
ington Ave,  Suite  2860,  New  York  NY  10170. 

MUSCLE  MEETS  MUSCLE! 

PRIVATE  CONTACT  CLUB  for  muscular  men  over 
21  into  same.  Champions,  Box  C-25,  323  S  Franklin, 
N°  804,  Chicago,  IL  60606. 

INTERNATIONAL  TRAVELERS  CLUB 

TRAVEL  A  LOT  or  want  international  contacts? 
Interested  in  starting  worldwide  travel  club?  Write 
Box  523,  Great  Falls,  Virginia  22066. 

GAY  POLISH  MALE,  38    176  cm  62  k.  dark  hair, 

brown  eyes,  attractive,  wishes  to  correspond  with 
friends  from  anywhere.  Specially  interested  in 
black/brown  men.  Zbigniew  Kuhnski.  Post  Box  152, 
42-201,  Czestochowa,  Poland. 


NATIONAL 


liol  I)  -\M)  It  N  <  .ill  la)   482-6621 


USED  JOCKSTRAPS.  UNDERWEAR  WANTED 
RAUN(  111  IOCKSTRAPS,  UNDERWEAR  worn 
hv  college,  high-school  athletes  wanted  to  buj  oi  e\ 
change  Will  correspond  »nh  anyone,  anywhere 
Drawer  E8 1 2. 

SLIM  YOUNG  WHITE  OR  ASIAN  LOVER 
<A\\1  PROFESSIONAI    financiallj   secure,  well 
travelled,  multilingual,  loves  everything  beautiful  in 
life  "<  years,  tall,  presentable,  virile,  wishes  meeting 
younger  whiie-asian,  in  10,  dim,  km  I   i  relation 
ship  Will  help  finandall)  to  relocate  Descriptive  lei 
let .  phone,  photo  (must  I,  students  welcomed  South 
ern  Ontario,  foronto,  elsewhere  Draw 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 

B.A.S.  (Finance) 

member  of  the  CI.CA.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248Gerrard  Street  East,  Suite  1 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


(2) 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


John  Higgins 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


97  Maitland  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

M4Y  1E3 


Office 
(416)968-9054 


Home: 
(416)  92  '6544 


Practice  restricted  to 

(  orporatc  &  Commcix  ial  i  av. . 

Real  Estate 

\\  ilK  and  I  slates 
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CUFFS 


Being  your  slave 

What  should  I  do, 

But  tend 

Upon  the  hours  and 

Times  of  your  desire? 

—Shakespeare 


...comfortable  &  soft,  constructed  of 
nylon  parachute  webbing  &  velcro.  Vel- 
cro  mates  to  bond  cuff.  A  very  special 
gift,  or  for  your  own  intimate  play. 


Available  plain  or  pretty,  trimmed  with 
hearts  &  lace,  in  red,  black,  or  blue.  Set  of 
four  ( 2  ankle  &  2  wrist  cuff  s ).  Send  S34.95 
plus  S3.00  postage  and  tax,  cheque  or 
money  order,  payable  to  P  M  Enterprises, 
Suite  030-131.  65  Front  St.  W.  Toronto, 
ON.  M5J  1E6. 
Specify  desired  colour,  &  plain  or  pretty. 


Pleasure  and  privacy  guaranteed. 


Dr.  Willem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 
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592  Sherbourne  St. 


MALE  VIDEO  CLUB  starting.  VHS/Beta.  Reply  to 
Box  405,  Don  Mills,  ON,  M3C  2T2.  Canadians  na- 
tionwide welcome. 

GM29  5'6"  125  lbs.  East  Indian  student  sincere  affec- 
tionate honest.  Seeks  sincere  honest  permanent  mon- 
ogamous lover.  Any  race.  I  am  willing  to  relocate. 
Drawer  E936. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ~ 

BABYISH 

YOUNG  GWM  likes  to  be  treated  like  a  baby.  Wish 
to  hear  from  same  and  fatherly  types  for  companion- 
ship. Send  personal  letter  to  Drawer  E945. 

ALBERTA  ~ 

LIKE  TO  WRITE 

GWM  28,  5' 10",  seeks  penpals  from  other  gay  males 
for  friendship.  Possibly  more.  Varied  interests  and 
hobbies.  Take  a  couple  of  minutes  and  tell  me  about 
yourself.  Photo  nice  but  not  necessary.  Write  to  Box- 
holder,  Box  674,  Main  PO,  Edmonton,  AB, 
T5S  2K8.  All  replies  answered.  Photos  returned  on 
request. 

GWM  30s  SEEKS  FRIENDS  in  Calgary,  Edmonton 
and  area  over  25,  free  to  entertain,  love  to  meet  you 
soon.  Write  Drawer  E898. 


CALGARY 


CALGARY:  LONELY  GWM  seeks  special  friend. 
I'm  happily  "gay  married"  but  ever  since  my  lover 
started  an  out-of-town  job  (coming  home  every 
"odd"  weekend),  there's  no  one  to  cuddle  at  night 
(on  "even"  weekends).  I'm  31,  very  presentable,  and 
not  looking  for  another  emotional  relationship.  You 
are  a  non-smoker,  hopefully  hairy  and  in  shape. 
Good  health  and  discretion  essential.  Drawer  E923. 

NEW  IN  CALGARY 

GWM  MID  30s  dark  brown  hair,  green  eyes,  145  lbs, 
would  like  to  meet  gays  and  bi's  for  fun  times.  I  enjoy 
sucking,  water  sports,  mutual  j/o  etc.  Just  lie  back 
and  enjoy.  Call  229-3668. 

CALGARY.  GWM,  28,  5' 10"  160  lbs,  good  looking, 
tight  ass,  hot  mouth,  athletic,  lean  swimmer's  physi- 
que, likes  ass  fucked.  If  you  are  a  hot  man  who  is 
French  passive  and  into  some  hot  action,  please  write. 
I'm  looking  for  a  dominant  stud  who  is  active  in 
Greek,  C/BT  and  fisting.  All  respondents  answered. 
Photo  if  possible.  Drawer  E991 .  


EDMONTON 


KITCHENER 


EDMONTON/NE  ALTA:  GWM,  32,  5'5",  seeking 
fit  topman,  25-35,  to  fulfill  fantasies.  Prefer  biker, 
snowmobiler,  construction  worker.  Leather,  winter 
coveralls  /  workclothes,  helmets  are  turn-ons.  Will  tra- 
vel. Travellers  welcome.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Phone,  photos  and  preferences  requested. 
Drawer  E829. 

WM,  PROFESSIONAL,  40s,  would  like  to  hear 
from  same  for  friendship  and  quiet  evenings.  Edmon- 
ton area.  All  letters  answered.  Drawer  E918. 

A  TWO-WEEK  mid-March  visit  to  U  of  A  prompts 
this  search  for  an  intro  to  gay  Edmonton:  dinner, 
theatre,  talks,  whatever.  I  am  6'  175  lbs,  mid-life,  trim 
but  not  little,  active  in  Toronto  gay  community.  Call 
Tom  at  (416)967-0430  anytime  or  drop  a  note  to  Box 

187,  Station  F,  Toronto  M4Y  2L5. 

MAN  IN  40s  wants  to  meet  someone  of  same  age  or 
younger  in  Edmonton  area  who  is  sensual,  sensible, 
sensitive  and  polite.  Drawer  E961. 

SASKATCHEWAN  ~ 

10  TO  12  PLUS  correspondence  exchange.  Cut /un- 
cut. Detailed  dimensions  with  picture/s  or  lifesize      TORONTO 
drawing  gets  same.  Write  Drawer  E922. 


W/M,  21,  dark  blond  hair  seeks  males  (21-35).  Send 
photos,  letter,  phone  no.  to  Mark,  Box  475,  Stn  A, 
Hamilton,  ON,  L8N  3H8. 

CAMBRIDGE  GWM  35,  professional,  still  farmboy 
at  heart,  wants  to  share  modern  condo.  Interests:  pi- 
ano, theatre  work,  roller-skating,  dinners,  movies, 
travel,  denim,  boots,  Portuguese  men.  Open  to  last- 
ing relationship.  Drawer  E884. 

SLIM  YOUNG  WHITE  OR  ASIAN  LOVER 

GWM  PROFESSIONAL  financially  secure,  well- 
travelled,  multilingual,  loves  everything  beautiful  in 
life.  36  years,  tall,  presentable,  virile,  wishes  meeting 
younger  white-asian,  18-30,  slim,  for  1/1  relation- 
ship. Will  help  financially  to  relocate.  Descriptive  let- 
ter, phone,  photo  (must),  students  welcomed.  South- 
ern Ontario,  Toronto,  elsewhere.  Drawer  E886. 

BIG— BIG— BIG.  OK  -  So  I  got  this  ad  free  for 
subscribing  to  the  Body  Politic.  Let's  see  if  it  pays  off 
in  dividends.  This  hot  assed,  blond,  hung,  trim 
bodied  fuck  slave  wants  big  muscular  men,  black  or 
white,  with  big  meat,  big  arms,  big  pecs,  big  balls  and 
big  feet.  Even  one  of  the  above  can  make  me  happy. 
Put  my  tongue  to  work  on  your  hot  body.  Let  me  wor- 
ship and  tongue  your  feet  and  lick  the  sweat  off  your 
hard  pecs.  Deeply  probe  my  hot  tight  hole.  Treat  me 
firm  but  with  a  masculine  gentleness  to  expand  my 
limits  and  possibly  yours.  Put  a  collar  on  my  neck, 
make  me  your  obedient  pet,  eager  to  obey  his  master. 
Hug  me  tight ,  then  sit  on  my  face  and  probing  tongue. 
Let  me  massage  your  body.  You  have  an  imagination, 
use  it.  Photo,  phone  and  a  hot  description  would  be 
great.  Tell  me  what  you  have  in  mind.  I  can  entertain! 
Can  you?  Toronto  -  Kitchener  -  London.  Drawer 
E925. 

PROFESSIONAL  WISHES  TO  PLAY  FATHER. 

Having  been  very  lucky,  I  want  to  create  good  luck  for 
someone  else.  Student  at  Western  (London):  could 
pay  tuition,  offer  room  &  board  or  friendship.  Pris- 
oner at  Maplehearst  or  London:  could  write  or  visit. 
Sex  is  not  implied  but  if  we  are  both  agreeable,  why 
not?  I  am  33,  good  looking,  let  me  know  your  need  at: 
PO  Box  8083,  SUB41  London,  N6G  2BO. 

NICE  GUY,  40,  has  great  selection  Rubberwear  for 
Rubber  fun.  If  interested,  horny,  clean  and  mascul- 
ine, enjoy  hearing  from  you.  Drawer  E944. 

GWM  SEEKS  SAME  for  workout  buddy  in  local 
gym  or  your  place.  Let's  watch  each  other's  bodies 
grow.  Possible  relationship.  Southern  Ont.  area. 
Drawer  E977. 

PETERBOROUGH 

GW  COUPLE  23/33,  new  in  town,  want  to  meet 
others.  Descriptive  letter  with  interests.  All  replies  an- 
swered. Why  not?  Drawer  E875. 


GWM,  29,  5'8"  dark  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  150  lbs 
seeks  younger  male  for  friendship  that  could  lead  to  a 
possible  relationship.  Interests:  swimming,  camping, 
music,  movies,  travelling,  some  sports.  Kitchener  and 
area.  Drawer  E976. 

SEARCHING  FOR  COMPANIONSHIP 

WELL  ESTABLISHED  GWM  45,  5'10"  135  lbs, 
good  looking,  masculine,  fit,  sincere  and  reliable 
seeks  younger  attractive,  slim  GWM  18-30  for  mean- 
ingful relationship.  I  am  a  caring,  affectionate  and 
easy  going  person  who  feels  has  much  to  offer.  Prefer 
person  with  a  dancer's  build  who  possibly  is  a  ballet 
dancer  interested  in  the  arts  and  seeks  nice  home  en- 
vironment with  security  and  stability.  My  interests  in- 
clude classical  music,  theatre,  ballet,  travel,  good 
books  and  gardening.  I  reside  in  Waterloo  area  and 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  E975. 


ONTARIO 


GWM,  30,  into  hot  J/O,  tele,  videos.  Seeks  GWM 
(22-32).  Send  photo,  letter  to  Kev,  Box  2005 1 ,  Stoney 
Creek,  L8J  IPO. 

NORTH  ERN  ONTARIO       ~ 

NORTHERN  bodybuilder  34,  5'7"  169,  interested 
ONLY  in  SAME  or  very  well  proportioned  buddy, 
masculine,  discreet,  photo  appreciated.  Will  travel. 
Drawer  E866. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

BLACK  PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  35,  attractive, 
5'  11"  165  lbs,  fit,  good  health,  enjoys  outdoors  and 
indoors  seeks  caring  relationship  with  sincere  intelli- 
gent companion  who  shares  interest  in  travel,  sports, 
music,  working  out.  Photo,  phone  and  detailed  letter 
appreciated.  All  answered.  Drawer  E952. 

BEARDED  MALE,  40,  professional,  married  with 
strong,  unsatisfied  sex  drive  seeks  occasional  partners 
under  35.  Willing  to  travel  50  mile  radius  of  Toronto. 
Photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E971. 

VERY  SHY,  sincere,  affectionate,  introverted  guy; 
attractive,  passive,  slim,  6'  154  lbs,  36.  A  late  bloom- 
er, a  late  comer,  and  a  bit  of  a  klutz  in  bed .  Successful, 
professional;  like  quiet  life.  Seek  similar,  26-35,  to 
share  and  grow  with.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
E9S8. 

HAVE  VIDEO  CAMERA.  Will  film  singles,  any- 
thing. Any  age.  My  home.  No  charge.  Bring  your  own 
blank  VHS  tape,  take  it  home  with  you.  No  copies. 
Absolute  discretion.  Who  cares  if  you're  not  built,  I 
want  to  film  you.  Drawer  E959. 

ME:  GWM,  22,  tall,  blond,  attractive,  slim,  fit,  warm 
and  outgoing,  graduating  university  student  moving 
to  Toronto  soon.  You:  intelligent,  honest,  caring,  in- 
teresting, under  30.  Both  of  us:  compatible,  fun, 
looking  for  a  good  friendship  or  relationship.  Let's 
meet  and  talk.  J.D.,  Box  8376,  Dundas,  Ontario  L9H 
6M1. 


MOTOCROSS 

STRAIGHT  BEHAVING,  intelligent,  honest,  sin- 
cere, semi-discreet,  clean-cut,  gay  white  male, 
reliable,  27,  5'9"  160,  seeks  friendship  with  same. 
Living  interests:  movies,  music,  hi-tech,  camping, 
travel,  motocross,  leather,  bikes,  trucks  (jeep)- 
Drawer  E906. 

NAHANNI,  AUYUITTUQ,  QUETICO.  Fellow 
canoeist,  pilot,  trekker  sought  by  professional  photo- 
grapher to  share  in  the  planning  and  living  of  these 
and  other  indescribable  wilderness  experiences.  No 
lily-dippers  please.  Drawer  E715. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  GWM  COUPLE 
seek  men  interested  in  get-togethers  over  the  long  win- 
ter months  ahead.  Reply  with  phone,  photo  if  possib- 
le. We  can't  meet  if  you  don't  answer.  Drawer  E868. 

GWM,  31 , 6'3"  185,  masculine,  horny,  well-hung,  in- 
terested in  videos  and  J  /O  sessions  with  another  hor- 
ny guy.  Correspondence  welcome.  Drawer  E874. 

MONOGAMOUS  MALE  COUPLES  for  get- 
togethers,  e.g.  theatre,  dinners,  picnics,  other  social 
functions.  No  sex.  Contact  Drawer  E861. 

ENEMAS 

ENJOY  EVENINGS  AT  HOME  giving  and  receiving 
sensuous  enemas  with  attractive  well-built  male  in  late 
30s.  Photo,  letter  appreciated.  Drawer  E863. 

ARE  YOU  A  SKINHEAD,  crewcut,  Army  type, 
agressive,  active,  cut,  23-30?  I'm  32,  5'9"  155  lbs  Ver- 
satile. Reply  with  phone  number.  Drawer  E920. 

CUDDLY  GAY  MALE,  weightlifter's  build,  nice 
smile.  Has  varied  cultural,  spiritual  and  athletic  in- 
terests. Seeks  another  for  friendship  and /or  relation- 
ship. 1  have  a  sexual  dysfunction.  Drawer  E9I5. 

OK  GUY,  have  you  ever  fantasized  being  tied  up, 
stripped  and  played  with  until  you  give  in?  I'd  love  to 
do  it  to  you.  5' 11"  I651bsgoodlookingandwaitingto 
hear  from  you.  Drawer  E914. 

MARRIED,  35,  GWM  intelligent,  fun  loving, 
mature,  sincere,  discreet,  clean,  seeks  another  for 
friendly  fun.  Box  395,  Station  O,  Toronto. 
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NOW  EASIER 
THAN 


Use  VISA  or  Mastercharge 
and  order  by  phone! 


\ 


iQMES^ 


'\ 
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Now  you  can  reach  the  30,000 
men  and  women  who  read 
The  Body  Politic  every  month 
just  by  picking  up  your 
phone. 

Monday  through  Friday, 
from  1 1  am  to  5  pm,  we'll 
accept  ad  orders  paid  by  VISA 
or  Mastercharge  over  the 
telephone. 

It's  easy:  just  write  down 
what  you  want  to  say  before 
you  call,  (you  can  use  the 
form  here  at  the  right  as  a 
guide),  ring  us  at  (416) 
364-6320,  read  us  your  ad  and 
give  us  your  VISA  or  Master- 
card number.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it! 

Of  course,  we'll  still  take 
your  ad  in  person  or  by  mail, 
prepaid  by  charge  or  cheque. 

We're  waiting  to  hear  from 
you! 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70<t  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
3646320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Our  discount  system:  15%  off  for  2  runs,  20%  off  for  3  to  4  runs,  25%  off  for  5  to  9  runs,  and  30%  for  10  runs  or 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 


Postage  here 


Drawer. 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as  in  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Office  staff  do  not  open  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  in  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


BOLD  (Max  30  characters)»» 

STANDOUT  (Max  20  characters)»» 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters))") 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  IN  ST  LOUIS 
OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
Call  me  at  591-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'll  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5'  10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que.  Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown  near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $3007  month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 

GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  over  the  basic  cost 

of  your  ad  buys  you  up  to  15  charact 

ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 

Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER,  39.  MERCILESS,  seeks  slave  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all  I  imits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. 

CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  just  driven  oc- 
casionallylothcbars,asking$5,000or  besioflii  I  ill 
James,  944-3214. 


Write  the  text  of  your  ad  below,  one  word  per  box. 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7.35 


$9.10 


$10.85 


$12.60 


$14.35 


$16.10 


$17.85 


$19.60 


$21.35 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7.70 


$9.45 


$11.20 


$12.95 


$14.70 


$16.45 


$18.20 


$19.95 


$2170 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$8.05 


$9.80 


$11.55 


$13.30 


$15.05 


$16.80 


$18.55 


$20.30 


$22  05 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$8.40 


$10.15 


$1190 


$13.65 


$15.40 


$17  15 


$1890 


$20.65 


$22  40 


I? 


$7 


S7 


$7 


$8.75 


$10.50 


$12.25 


$14.00 


$15.75 


$17.50 


$1925 


$2100 


$22  75 


More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35c  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70a:  per  word. 

□  CostofadS timesnumber of  runs  $ 

HEADINGS 

□  BOLD  ($5.00  times  number ofruns) 

n  STANDOUT ($10.00times number  ofruns) 

n  GRABBER($15.00timesnumber ofruns) 

Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 
DISCOUNTS 

I  )  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 
[  I  Three  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 
D  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 
CI  Ten  to  twelve  runs.  Deduct  30% 


D  lama  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

SUBSCRIBE! 

I  want  to  subscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.) 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

-$ 

-$ 

$ 

-$ 
-$ 
Subtotal  $ 


100 


Subtotal  $ 

Canada  $ 

International     $ 
Total  enclosed  $ 


18.95  CN 
18  95  US 


DEADLINE  FOR  THE  MARCH  ISSUE:  5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  6 


Name 
Address 
City 
Province 


Code 


Cheque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my       Visa       Mastercharge 
Card  number 
Expiry  date 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289.  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  eau 


I  HI    BOI>Y  I'OI  I  IK         II  BRl    \RY  1W5       43 


STRAPPINGS 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  GUYS  with  good  bodies  who 

give    heavy,    heavy    strappings,    your    limits. 

NO  SEX,  THREESOMES,  ORGIES  BONDAGE 

No  S/M.  Man  to  man  in  private.  I  have  straps  and  a 
place.  I'm  55,  5'5"  150  lbs  little  guy  with  good  sturdy 
body.  Please  -  trim  guys  only.  Drawer  E78I. 

ATTACHED  MALE  36  hairy  body  looking  for 
daytime  fun.  Your  place.  Prefer  also  attached,  hairy, 
younger  men.  Discreet,  healthy.  All  answered.  Reply 
Drawer  E9 17. 

MIDDLE-AGED  GAY  IN  MISS1SSAUGA  seeks 
son,  young-brother  relationship  with  a  self-sufficient 
gay  to  28  who  is  slim,  beardless,  short  hair.  Prefer  un- 
cut, average  hang  who  enjoys  69,  finger  wave,  pop- 
pers, video  and  T.L.C.  Other  interests  classic  music, 
close  friends,  sailboats,  computers,  nights  at  home, 
sometimes  dining  out.  Phone  number  for  fast  reply. 
Drawer  E878. 

WANTED:  FLOWER,  CHAMPAGNE  and  Teddy 
bear  lover  who's  alive,  romantic,  intelligent,  affec- 
tionate, funny,  caring,  honest  to  help  me  (plain,  port- 
ly, 47,  6'  205,  warm,  hirsute,  huggable,  quiet,  stable) 
out  of  rui  I've  dug  myself  into.  Drawer  E924. 

TOO  DAMN  BIG! 

GWM  29,  seeking  all  8  +  men  frustrated  by  being 
"too  big  to  handle."  Trim  studs  preferred.  Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed.  Dave.  249-2131. 

GAY  CHINESE  MALE  22,  just  came  out,  goodlook- 
ing,  small  build  but  healthy,  discreet,  honest,  non- 
promiscuous,  enjoys  solitude,  would  like  to  meet 
young  people  under  25  for  friendship.  Very  afraid  of 
VD.  1  look  forward  to  forming  a  monogamous  rela- 
tionship with  a  reliable  and  muscular  Oriental  or 
White  male.  Confidentiality  requested  and  assured. 
Drawer  E935. 


THIS  BOY  LOVES  HIS  TOYS 
VIDEO,  COMPUTER,  SYNTHESIZERS,  tape 
decks  etc.  but  where  is  his  valentine?  You  are  25-45, 
accomplished,  5*10"  or  taller,  firm  physique,  mascu- 
line, monogamous,  Greek  active.  This  boy  is  defin- 
ately  cute,  5'6",  30s,  dark  hair,  penetrating  eyes,  lean 
and  athletic  body,  clean,  health  conscious,  in- 
telligent, loyal,  creative,  submissive  and  fun!  This 
may  be  the  way  we  were  meant  to  begin!  So  send  me  a 
letter  with  your  picture.  I  don't  yet  know  you  but  I've 
been  missing  you  for  a  long  time.  Drawer  E949. 

BLACK  MALE  WANTED 

HANDSOME,  SUCCESSFUL,  GWM  would  like 
young,  well  built  BM  for  houseboy.  Ideal  for  student 
or  young  businessman.  Some  travelling  and  affection 
required.  Reply  with  letter,  photo,  phone  to  Box 
2647,  Station  F,  Scarborough,  ON  M1W  3P2. 

MALE,  WHITE,  early  30's,  masculine,  nice  looking. 
Wanted:  Younger  man  with  small  endowment,  gay  or 
bisexual,  for  healthy  companionship,  hopefully  long 
term.  Orientals  welcome.  Drawer  E988. 

GWM,  26,  5'9"  175,  wishes  to  meet  same  19-29  for 
friendship  and  possible  relationship.  It  is  very  lonely 
when  you  spend  it  alone.  Reply  with  phone,  photo, 
address.  Pen-pals  welcome.  PO  Box  5873,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  IP3. 

GWM,  48, 6'  175  lbs.  Good  shape.  Seeks  sincere,  slim 
Oriental  under  35  for  good  sex  and  honest  relation- 
ship. Drawer  E987. 

DOMINANT,  FRIENDLY,  masculine  GWM,  non- 
smoker  in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non-com- 
petitive, gentle  GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm  buns. 
Me:  a  pleasant  looking  guy  5'  10"  165  lbs,  6"  cock 
with  a  good  sense  of  humour.  You:  reality-oriented 
single,  who  isn't  looking  for  a  fantasy  man  or  coitus 
machine.  Let's  enjoy  my  sexiness  and  energy.  No  box 
number  please.  Pax.  Drawer  E675. 


EAGER  TO  PLEASE 

GWM,35,5'6"  155  lbs,  seeks  ayoung male 21-30  for 
long  hot  and  horny  sessions.  Should  have  own  place 
in  downtown  Toronto.  Prefer  male  that  is  cut, 
honest,  slim,  well-hung  with  big  balls  and  cock  and 
feels  comfortable  in  blue  jeans.  Please  send  letter  with 
photo  and  phone  number.  Students  welcome.  Drawer 
E8S0. 

GWM  COUPLE  25/28  would  like  to  meet  other 
GWM  couples  for  sincere  friendships.  Not  into  bar 
scene.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer  E907. 

GWM,  30,  into  getting  high  and  having  kinky  sex.  I 
like  recieving  greek,  french,  bondage,  exhibition  etc 
and  am  willing  for  much  more  with  well  endowed 
young  man  -  21-30.  Any  race,  TV's  and  couples 
welcome.  Drawer  E927. 

BI  MALE  WELL  HUNG  seeks  GM  to  28  for  discreet 
encounters  leading  to  possible  relationship.  Must  be 
clean  and  attractive.  Please  reply  with  phone  and 
photo.  No  box  numbers.  Drawer  E926. 

PUT  LOVEMAKING  BACK  INTO  SEX.  It's  more 
enjoyable!  Agree?  Reply  to  Box  223,  Station  W,  35 
Densley,  Toronto,  M6M  4Z2. 

YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL,  25,  well-rounded,  ath- 
letic, creative  and  other  interests.  The  type  everyone 
says  is  a  great  guy  but  has  trouble  getting  dates  any- 
way (sense  of  humour  too!)  Seeks  friends,  possible 
relationship.  Evenings.  598-0730. 

GWM,  5' 10"  170  lbs,  41  years,  brown  hair  and  eyes, 
reddish-blond  body-hair,  masculine,  clean-cut,  hot, 
well-hung,  big  balls,  quiet  type.  Enjoy  mutual  j/o, 
toke,  music,  quiet  times.  Looking  for  younger  guys 
and  couples  for  friendship  and  good  times.  Especially 
country  and  military  types.  Let's  hear  from  all  you 
hot  young  guys  out  there.  Discreet  photo  and  phone 
get  mine.  Thanks.  Suite  2207-5647  Yonge  St., 
Willowdale  M2N  4E9. 


579  Yonge,  Toronto  (416)  967-4666 


I'M  25,  5'7",  slim,  131  lbs;  stable,  established, 
brown-skinned,  very  attractive,  hot  guy,  looking  for 
friendship  /  relationship  with  goodlooking  male(s),  1 8 
to  28.  Phone.  All  answered.  Drawer  E979. 

HAVE  HERPES 

AND  DO  NOT  wish  to  spread  it.  Wish  to  have  serious 
relationship  with  same.  I  am  6'  155  lbs,  dark  hair  and 
eyes,  29,  handsome  and  intelligent .  Please  send  photo 
and  personal  description.  Drawer  E996. 

LOVE  AND  RESPECT 

GAY  MALE,  MIXED  RACE.37,  5'9",  attractive, 
caring,  affectionate,  sincere,  easygoing.  Enjoys  the 
arts,  cycling,  going  out,  quiet  times.  Seeks 
monogamous,  unselfish  relationship  with  special 
friend  who  appreciates  same.  Lots  of  love  to  give. 
Let's  make  sweet  dreams  together.  Drawer  E901. 

MAN  FOR  ALL  SEASONS  —  Tall,  slim  male  (32) 
with  athletic  swimmer';  physique,  generously  endow- 
ed, great  buns,  light  body  hair,  blue  eyes,  clean-cut 
beautiful  body.  Am  extremely  clean,  well-mannered, 
educated,  discreet  and  caring.  Expect  comparable  at- 
tributes in  other.  Must  be  well-adjusted,  mature- 
minded,  non-promiscuous.  Preferably  26-38.  Should 
be  equally  transported  emotionally  by  fine  ballet  and 
symphonic  performances  or  the  call  of  a  loon  while 
canoeing.  Object:  caring  companionship  and  beauti- 
ful tender  moments  together.  Phone  number,  honest, 
candid  letter  about  yourself  guarantees  reply.  Photo 
appreciated  and  returned.  Thank  you.  Hugs!  Drawer 
E646. 

GBM,  26,  WITH  HOT  MOUTH  seeks  uncut  latinos, 
orientals.  Have  good  technique.  Must  have  own 
place.  Hurry!  Drawer  E802. 

MALE,  WHITE,  36,  5' 10"  170  lbs  masculine.  Brown 
hair,  eyes,  reddish  body  hair,  clean-cut,  XPC, 
farmer.  Quiet  type,  thick,  well-hung,  big  balls,  hang- 
ing low.  Hot  stud  seeks  same  under  33  for  friendship, 
good  times.  Able  to  service  all  night.  Enjoy  mutual 
toke,  music,  quiet  times,  drink,  animals,  outdoor  ac- 
tivity. Let's  hear  from  all  of  you  hot  young  guys  in 
Toronto  and  other  parts.  Especially  military  and 
country  types.  Discreet  and  expect  same.  Photo  and 
phone  gets  mine.  Thanks.  Suite  2207-5647  Yonge 
Street.  M2N  4E9.  Wolf  of  Metro  Parks  please  reply. 

ATTRACTIVE  WARM  SINCERE 

GWM  29  6'  1 55  lbs.  Masculine,  honest  and  enjoy  hot 
sex.  Seeks  male  21  to  25.  Reply  Box  2188,  Station  C, 
Downsview,  ON  M3N  2S9. 

LOOKING  FOR  PERMANENT  relationship?  So 
am  I .  Professional  guy,  moustache,  hairy  body,  seeks 
similar.  Many  interests  include  classical  music,  com- 
puters, linguistics,  mechanical  things.  Own  house, 
plenty  of  room.  Toronto  area  only.  Drawer  E990. 

HANDSOME,  HORNY  MALE,  33,  5'9"  150  lbs,  fit 
and  well-hung  with  big  balls  seeks  an  attractive  guy  to 
30  for  good  clean  fun.  Explicit  letter  with  photo  gets 
speedy  reply.  Drawer  E989. 

BRIGHT,  BUOYANT,  AMBITIOUS,  mature  male 
20  seeks  a  travelled,  intelligent  &  knowledgeable  men- 
tor/lover 50+  for  stable,  lasting  relationship.  Reply 
with  details  to  Box  994,  Station  Q,  Toronto  M4T  2P 1 . 

HELLO  *  BONJOUR 

I'M  26,  6'  1 50  lbs,  dark  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  with 
trim  beard.  How  are  we  ever  going  to  meet  if  you 
don't  write?  PO  Box  6427,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
M5W  1X3. 

SEARCHING  FOR  YOU 

GWM,  GREEK  ACTIVE,  FRENCH  PASSIVE,  32, 
5'  10"  165  lbs,  seeks  hairy  man,  30-40  who  enjoys  sub- 
missive role.  Other  interests:  getting  in  shape,  travel. 
Relationship  possible.  Descriptive  letter  with  phone 
gets  reply.  Drawer  E821. 

STUDENT  23  SEEKS  SAME  for  long-lasting 
relationship.  Not  into  the  bar  scene.  Please  send 
photo.  Spanish,  French  people  most  welcome. 
Drawer  E899. 

ATTRACTIVE  BI  MALE,  40s,  seeks  friends  interest- 
ed in  giving  or  receiving  massages.  Marrieds  welcome. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  E885. 

I  HAVE  A  COMPULSIVE  DESIRE  to  buy  designer 
clothes  from  Sportables  or  Harry  Rosen  for  a  young 
deserving  student.  What  I  seek  in  return  is  to  share 
long  dinners  with  much  conversation  and  on  occasion 
companionship.  I  am  a  university  graduate  (M.A.) 
for  whom  life  is  sweet  and  rewarding.  I  should  like  to 
share  my  good  fortune  with  a  preppy  type  who  is  am- 
bitious and  affectionate.  Drawer  E934. 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 
PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  Negatives  returned.  Phone 
Studio  16.  532-4380,  inquiries  welcome.  Inexpensive. 
9AM  to  7PM. 

GAY,  PROFESSIONAL,  EDUCATED,  warm, 
friendly,  bald,  38  years  old,  seeks  muscular  partner 
for  live-in/share  support.  Drawer  E797. 

REFINED  CAUCASIAN  MALE  SLIM,  5' 10"  145 
lbs,  seeks  slim  oriental  friend,  20-45,  five  feet  or  under 
a  plus.  English  for  Chinese?  Drawer  E943. 

boxers/f:ghters 

GWM,  39,  6'  155  lbs,  train  daily.  Opponents  wanted 
for  light  to  heavy  fights.  Drawer  E942. 

GAY  ORIENTAL  22, 6'  I "  160  lbs.  Interests:  tennis, 
skiing,  movies,  computers.  Seeks  GWM,  masculine, 
muscular,  under  35.  Phone/photo  please.  Drawer 
E972. 

MALE,  47  AND  LONELY  —  wishes  to  locate  young 
gay  male  for  early  afternoon  meetings.  Preferably  in 
St  James  Town  area  of  city.  Drawer  E974. 

ATHLETIC  YOUNG  MASTER  NEEDED  to  fur- 
ther  explore  restraint,  C&BT  with  attractive,  clean- 
cut,  submissive  guy,  34, 5'11"  153  lbs.  Photo,  phone. 
Drawer  E962. 

YOUNG  BI-BM  turned  on  by  nice  feet,  sexy  body, 
career  man,  24-40.  Place,  phone,  photo  a  must.  Inter- 
ested? Then  hurry!  Drawer  E963. 
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HANDSOME,  29,  5' 10"  160  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel 
eyes,  Gr/active,  seek  guys  20-30  who  are  also  fed  up 
with  singles  scene  and  seek  relationship.  Reply  with 
photo.  Drawer  E938. 

FIRESIDE  EVENINGS 

I'M  33  YRS,  6  FT  SLIM,  dark  hair,  moustache,  seek 
male  for  friendship;  interests:  cuddling  before  an 
open  fire,  listening  to  music,  taking  a  friend  to  the 
opera  or  ballet.  Moonlight  walks.  Are  you  interested? 
Write  me.  Drawer  E939. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  brown  hair,  moustache, 
green  eyes,  6'1"  175  lbs.  Shy,  fairly  conservative, 
many  interests.  Wishes  to  meet  sincere,  professional 
male  under  5'  10"  who  believes  in  one  to  one  relation- 
ship. Reply  with  letter  and  phone.  Drawer  E940. 

24-42?  Seeking  relationship,  closeness,  love,  chal- 
lenge, sex,  affection,  fun?  Then  contact  this  38  GWM 
who's  slim,  healthy,  masculine  and  seeking  same. 
Drawer  E941. 

GAY  COUPLE  AT  GERRARD  AND  WOODBINE 
MALES  AGED  37  AND  42  respectively  with  house 
would  like  to  meet  other  couples  in  same  area  for 
platonic  friendship.  No  sex.  Interests  include  enter- 
taining, renovating,  decorating,  watching  videos  in 
front  of  the  fire.  Drawer  E948. 

LIVE-OUT  HOUSE  BOY  REQUIRED 

MATURE  EXECUTIVE  male  requires  services  of 
younger  house  boy  on  monthly  basis  to  clean  two- 
bedroom  downtown  apartment  plus  laundry.  Occa- 
sional massage  and  escort  service  also  by  same  or 
others.  Send  details  of  experience,  rates  &  photo- 
graph (if  possible).  Drawer  E946. 

BI  MALE  37,  6'2"  180,  seeks  fun  friend  to  play  strip 
Trivial  Pursuit.  Photo  and  phone  number.  20 
Teesdale  Place,  Apt  504,  Scarborough,  MIL  1LI. 

NON-POSSESSIVE  RELATIONSHIP  WANTED 
by  40's  male  —  who  is  honest,  open-minded  and 
health-conscious  —  who  loves  clouds,  birds,  sunsets, 
laughing,  cuddling,  exercising  —  but  needs  a  friend  to 
share  these  with.  Reply  to  PO  Box  126,  Station  F, 
Toronto,  ON,  M4Y  2L4. 

TIRED  OF  BEING  ALONE 
IF  YOU  BELIEVE  that  gay  men  can  be  friends,  and 
not  just  sex  partners,  I'd  like  to  meet  you.  I'm  26, 
GWM,  5' II"  160  lbs.  Like:  restaurants,  movies, 
plays,  long  walks,  GWG's,  playing  cards,  and  cud- 
dling on  cold  Sunday  mornings.  Dislike:  bars,  at- 
titude, designer  people,  waking  up  alone.  Friendship 
and  tenderness  badly  needed, and  offered.  Photo 
would  be  nice,  write  soon.  Drawer  E895. 

SOME-ONE  YOUNGER  TO  SHARE  classical /soft 
music,  reading,  warmth,  communicating,  affection, 
gardening  (both  in  downtown  Toronto  and  S  E  On- 
tario farm)  walks,  cuddles,  country  auctions /city 
sights,  caring  and  supportive  friends,  tender 
moments,  possible  early  retirement  (45  years  of  age  is 
an  ideal  time  of  life  to  return  to  university  and  travel), 
ambition,  a  work  ethic,  .ideas,  dreams  and  whatever 
else  grows  between  two  people  -  with  GWM  38,  clean 
shaven,  dark  blond,  non-smoker;  a  letter  could  begin 
a  dialogue  and  then. ..David,  Drawer  E933. 

NUDE  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

WANT  YOUR  PICTURE  TAKEN?  Masculine  type 
with  Polaroid  ready  for  any  scene  just  for  fun.  Pay  for 
film  and  keep  pictures.  Your  place.  Drawer  E932. 

LEATHER/DENIM 

YOU  ARE  35-50,  GM,  in  Toronto /Hamilton  area, 
enjoy  leather,  denim,  boots,  B/D,  T/W,  B/W  and 
other  associated  activities.  You  are  versatile,  enjoy 
life,  other  people.  Let's  get  together  occasionally  to 
explore  activities  and  expand  limits.  All  this  should  be 
fun.  I  am  GWM  43,  not  too  experienced  but  looking 
to  increase.  If  you  live  outside  above  area,  write  and 
we  can  exchange  ideas.  Drawer  E93I . 

IMAGINATIVE  MASTER  WANTED 

MID  40'S  BUSINESSMAN  slave  needs  to  serve,  par- 
ticularly during  daytime.  Open  your  imagination  to 
capture  control  both  physically  and  mentally.  Drawer 
-E930. 

WANTED:  J.O.  FANATICS,  25-40,  good  looks, 
trim  physique,  big  dick  (7"  +  ),  for  intense,  long,  sen- 
suous, possibly  adventurous  J.O.  encounters  with 
horny  guy:  31,  5'5"  140  lbs,  attractive,  slim,  muscles, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  7"dick.  Interested?  Write! 
Drawer  E929. 

GWM  32,  SLIM.  Very  into  cuddling,  affection.  En- 
joy reading,  theatre,  talking,  being  nice,  full  of  fun. 
Live  alone  but  detest  awakening  to  empty  bed  with 
no-one  to  snuggle  up  to.  Open-minded,  always 
curious.  Like  to  fuck  and  be  sucked.  Anticipating 
meeting  you  whether  young  or  40.  Drawer  E956. 

GWM,  25,  sometimes  radical,  occasionally  intelec- 
tual,  always  casual,  with  variety  of  passions  (fashion, 
dancing,  cinema,  the  arts),  wants  someone  who  can 
turn  on  to  that  and  more.  Enigmas  abound;  cautious 
but  daring,  practical  but  extravagant,  reliable  but  un- 
predictable. Don't  allow  myself  endless  diet  of  quiet 
nights  at  home.  If  you  can  keep  up,  let  me  hear  from 
you.  Drawer  E957. 

MASTER  NEEDED  BY  NOVICE  SLAVI  GWM 
24,  5'6"  128  lbs,  slim,  small.  New  to  city  and  life. 
Wants  kind  firm  master  who  will  teach  S/M,  B/D, 
F/  F,  T/T  and  other  pleasures  to  make  me  serve.  Send 
photo,  phone  and  good  letter.  Will  consider  any,  es- 
pecially large,  heavy  men  or  nervous  First-time 
masters  same  age  as  I  am.  Neil.  Suite  030-142,  65 
Front  St  W,  Toronto,  M5J  IE6. 

GWM  35,  MISSISSAUGA.  5'9"  155  lbs,  brown  hair. 
blue  eyes,  clean-shaven,  straight  appearance,  socks 
same,  25-30,  smooth  body,  uncut  and  clean  shaven 
for  friendship  and  possible  relationship.  Not  into 
bars.  Drawer  E966. 

MACHO,  SELF-ASSURED  yet  affectionate  men 

with  diverse  interests  (any  age)  sought  by  equally  in- 
clined oriental  male  (30s).  All  answered  Drawer 
E967. 


22,  BLUE  EYES,  slim,  fit,  trim-beard,  nonsmoker, 
nondrinker,  part-time  science  student.  Enjoy  danc- 
ing, badminton,  guitar,  movies,  outdoors,  Monty 
Python.  Music  fanatic  —  rock  to  obscure.  Develop- 
ing interests  in  fine  arts.  Poetic  tendencies.  Prefer  fa- 
cial hair,  20s.  Friend,  maybe  lover.  Drawer  E960. 

GAY  ORIENTAL  MALE,  34,  5'8",  physically  fit, 
masculine,  attractive,  seeks  friends  25-36.  Interested 
in  caring,  honest,  supportive  individuals  who  under- 
stand true  friendship  and  are  not  preoccupied  with  sex 
and  bars.  Open  to  deeper  level  of  relationship  if  com- 
patible. All  sincere  replies  acknowledged.  Drawer 
E950. 

SINCERE,  RESPONSIBLE,  career-oriented  and 
mature  gay  man,  aged  30,  seeking  monogamous  rela- 
tionship with  caring  and  well-adjusted  man.  My  in- 
terests include  time  with  friends,  travel,  running,  cycl- 
ing, laughter  and  long  walks.  I  am  5 '8"  130  lbs,  green- 
eyed  and  dark-bearded.  Photo  appreciated  and 
replies  treated  with  discretion.  Drawer  E947. 

GWM,  30,  short,  slim,  wears  glasses,  seeks  husky, 
bearded  guys.  Age,  looks  not  important  but  integrity 
and  intelligence  are.  Drawer  E986. 

AFFECTIONATE,  37,  NON-SMOKER,  hung,  ath- 
letic,  trim,  enjoys  cycling,  outdoors,  music,  theatre 
etc. . .  seeks  sincere  friend  (preferably  younger)  whose 
interests  exclude  bars.  Photo  gets  sure  answer.  Box 
7303,  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9. 

IRREVERENT  PROFESSIONAL,  business  ex- 
ecutive.  Gentle,  fit,  droll,  literate,  36,  5' II"  155  lbs. 
Interests  from  Baez  to  Mozart,  wilderness  hiking  to 
architectural  history,  homesteading  to  home  com- 
puters. Proper  and  presentable  in  the  boardroom;  un- 
inhibited and  adventurous  in  the  bedroom.  Seeks 
warm,  active,  mature,  highly-intelligent  alter  ego  to 
offer  mutual  support,  share  common  interests  and 
discover  new  existential  adventures  when  the  moon  is 
full.  Drawer  E965. 

FRIENDSHIP  AND  AFFECTION  NEEDED  by  40s 
male  to  share  wide  interests  in  the  arts,  travel,  home 
life,  the  city.  I'm  not  into  numbers  or  externals;  I'm 
into  honesty,  conversation,  sharing,  cuddling,  hug- 
ging, touching.  You  want  to  connect  with  an  inteli- 
gent,  hairy,  plump,  sane,  ordinary  but  comfortable 
teddy  bear.  Drawer  E968. 

BAWDY  BUDDY  WANTED 

ASSERTIVE  MALE  with  imagination  sought  by 
GWM,  38,  6'  175  lbs.  Might  also  enjoy  toys,  VCR, 
and  erotic  fantasies.  Give  me  a  try!  Box  312,  STN  J, 
Toronto  M4J4Y8. 

SEX-CRAZED  SUCK/FUCK  FANATIC.  "Suck- 
you-lent"  throat /ass  hungry  to  service  big,  muscular, 
well-hung  studs.  Let  me  get  you  off!  Am  30,  slender, 
hung.  Heavy-duty  jocks  only,  for  hot  action  at  your 
place.  Drawer  E969. 

GOOD-LOOKING  MALE  40  interested  masculine 
male,  30-40  top  man,  preferred  body-builder,  enjoys 
sports,  music,  theatre.  Prefer  lasting  relationship. 
Drawer  E883. 

TOP  ORIENTAL  ATTRACTIVE  28,  5'7"  145, 
seeks  firm  body,  hot  ass,  all  else  negligible,  condom  if 
so  wished.  Any  race.  Photo  gets  mine.  Drawer  E954. 

ATTRACTIVE  NEW  WAVE  MALE  26.  Enjoy  vide- 
os,  dancing,  concerts,  pubs,  seeks  sincere  same  to  be 
spontaneous  and  enjoy  life  with .  Need  someone  1 9-28 
who  needs  and  gives  lots  of  loving.  Photo  and  phone 
appreciated.  Drawer  E994. 

GWM,  29,  5'9"  150  lbs  defined,  warm,  snug,  tat- 
tooed butt .  I  like  the  weight  of  a  man  on  top  of  me  and 
the  heat  of  a  man  inside  me.  You  dudes  with  good 
male  attitude  and  appearance  who  can  make  us  both 
feel  good,  why  not  reply?  Drawer  E984. 

ARE  YOU  THE  ONE? 

A  HEALTHY,  SHY,  ROMANTIC,  slim,  confident, 
warm  and  sincere  male  seeks  new  spring  and  summer- 
time friend(s).  I  am  22  years  of  age,  5'9"tall,  135  lbs, 
dark  brown  'hair  (almost  black),  brown  eyes, 
goodlooking  and,  above  all,  modest.  I  enjoy  movies 
(although  I  have  seen  some  real  dogs!),  popular 
music,  fitness  (most  recent  accomplishment),  cycling, 
live  stage  performances,  and  -  oh  yes  -  quiet,  cuddly 
times.  So  pick  up  your  pen  and  write  me.  All  replies 
will  be  answered.  So  send  photo  (if  possible)  and 
phone  number  to  Drawer  E985. 

I'M  A  GAY  DUDE  who  plays  guitar  a  bit  and  I'd  like 
to  meet  another  guy  who  plays,  just  to  jam  and  learn  a 
few  songs  with.  Anyone  want  to  try  something  a  little 
different?  Drawer  E983. 

YOUNG  BODYBUILDER  20's,  hot  body,  tight 
buns,  wants  to  meet  other  bodybuilder  to  30  not  into 
the  bar  scene.  Photo  gets  mine.  Drawer  E982. 

POLISH  MALE  new  to  Canada,  25  years,  5' 11"  150 
lbs,  employed.  Am  loving,  honest,  sensitive,  non- 
smoker,  health  concious,  open.  Not  part  of  bar  scene. 
Looking  for  compatible  friend  interested  in  sharing 
and  enjoying  life  with  someone.  Drawer  E98I . 


OTTAWA 


OTTAWA  MATURE  GAY  experienced  masc.  seeks 
same  40-60,  object  shared  life,  travel,  arts,  ultimately 
home.  Consider  locating  for  compatible  man. 
Drawer  E873. 

LEATHER  SEX  WANTED 
2GWMs.  one  23,  IMHhs  S'10",  hi,. ml.  top  or  bot- 
tom, other  is  34,  190  lbs,  hairy,  5'I0",  bottom  Both 
bearded,  straight-acting.  Seek  leather  men  for  hot  lex 
action  with  one  or  both.  B/D,  W/S,  S/M,  raunch, 
video,  verbal  abuse,  ass  play,  toyi  1  ravel  possible 
Send  photo  and  detailed  letter  to  PO  Box  4077,  Sta 
tion  E,  Ottawa.  ON,  KIS  SB  I. 

GWM,  37,  SEF.KINti  same  in  Ottawa  area,  around 
my  age  or  younger,  fond  of  theatre  and  fine  dining,  to 
share  leisurely  7-10  day  trip,  early  August,  to  Shaw 
(and  possibly  Stratford)  festival(s).  David.  Drawer 
E921. 


I'M  36,  quiet,  enjoy  theatre,  movies,  entertaining, 
long  walks,  playing  bridge.  Looking  for  a  non- 
smoker  in  his  30's.  Interested  in  friendship  or  rela- 
tionship. Drawer  E980. 

MONTREAL         ^H^^ 

FRUSTRATED  GUY,  thirtyish,  average  good  looks, 
seeks  short,  plump  affectionate  man  for  extensive 
cuddling  and  osculation  with  occasional  pelvic  un- 
dulation. Box  663.  Sta.  C.D.N.,  Montreal  H3S  2V4. 

ORIENTAL  UNIVERSITY  STUDENT 
OR  PROFESSIONAL,  ATTRACTIVE  21  PLUS, 
sought  by  white  Canadian  businessman  for  meetings, 
dining,  theatre  and  fun  times  on  regular  Montreal 
trips.  I'm  53,  6'  250  lbs,  considerate,  respect  others 
and  have  gentle  nature.  Write  me  about  yourself  with 
phone  number,  best  time  to  call.  Picture  really  ap- 
preciated and  returned.  Every  response  acknow- 
ledged. Don't  be  lonely,  drop  me  a  line.  Drawer  E937. 

FRIENDLY  Montrealer  offers  free  accomodation 
and  hospitality  to  well  hung  young  men  visiting  Mon- 
treal. Tall,  muscular,  hairy  men  especially  welcome; 
Box  204,  Westmount,  Quebec  H3Z  2T2. 


LOOKING  FOR  AFFECTIONATE  dad  or  big 
brother  for  get  togethers.  Prefer  masculine  beardless 
reasonable  good  shape  over  5'8",  30  to  45.  I  am 
passive  30,  5'6"  loyal,  warm,  honest,  discreet. 
Halifax.  Drawer  E919. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 
urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  programmes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


OTHER 


DO  OPPOSITES  ATTRACT? 
DARK  HAIRED  slim  guy  thinks  so  looking  for  blond 
smooth    muscular   guy    for   hot   action.    Friendly, 
uninhibited.  Halifax,  NS.  Drawer  E995. 


GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help 
you. 
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24  comfortable  rooms  enclosed 
in  the  heart  of  Old  Town  Key  West 

RATES  AND  RESERVATIONS 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

(800)  327-4837 

in  FLORIDA  (305)  294-5188 
The  Friendly  place  to  stay! 


Jacuzzi  •  Exercise  area 
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Weekend  cocktail 
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Color  TV. 
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KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 
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NEW  renovated  guestrooms  with  A/C. 

NKAV  balconies  and  sundecks. 

NEW  larger  poolside  efficiency  units 

with  two  double  beds. 

NKAV  tropical  Jacuzzi  setting 

Giant  swimming  pool.  Cafe 

Bikefleet.  Kxercise  room.  Sauna. 

TV  Lounge.  A  COMPLKTK  RESORT 
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a  guest  house  in  the  heart  of  fun  and 
frolic  in  old  town  Key  West    You  II 
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Cypress  House 


.a  great  guest  house" 
—  The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  6th  season  with  us! 
Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniversary, 
or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  House. 
•  Spotless  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  &  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms  • 
Daily  breakfast  &  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  poster-brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 
60 1C  Caroline  Street,   Key  West,  FL  33040 
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Secluded  Tropical  Orchid  Garden 
Setting,  Sundecks,  Lounge  and  Pool. 

Come  as  a  GUEST, 
Leave  as  a  FRIEND. 

725  White  St.  (at  Petronia) 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)  294-7381 
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COCONUT  GROVE 


GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  Hospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming  •  Key  West,  Florida  }  3040 

(305)  296-5107 
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CAN  WE  TALK? 

"If  we  have  PLS  or,  for  that  matter,  AIDS,  let's  do  something 
about  it.  Let's  talk  —  out  of  love,  out  of  respect,  out  of  trust." 
An  open  letter  by  John  Bodis 


Dear  Friends: 

In  1982,  AIDS  hit  the  headlines  and, 
because  we  were  afraid,  we  talked.  We 
asked  questions,  we  considered  altering 
our  lifestyles,  and  many  did.  "Are  you 
healthy?"  became  a  fair  and  honest  ques- 
tion of  a  potential  partner.  Community 
meetings  were  held  and  health  workers 
did  their  best  to  explain  what  little  was 
known  and  how  much  more  we  needed  to 
learn.  In  Toronto,  The  AIDS  Committee 
was  born,  but  with  that,  oddly  enough, 
people  in  the  community  gradually 
stopped  talking.  It  was  as  if  we  no  longer 
had  to  worry;  the  Committee  would  tell 
us  what  to  do  and  when  to  be  concerned. 

Then  Peter  Evans,  a  young  Ottawa 
man  with  AIDS,  put  a  human  face  on  the 
matter:  his.  He  went  public,  while  cons- 
tantly ill,  to  talk  to  us:  about  love,  about 
each  other,  and  about  the  need  to  support 
research  into  AIDS.  Yet  he  knew  it  was 
already  too  late  for  himself.  He  died  at 
about  the  time  I  received  some  of  the 
most  important  news  of  my  life. 

It  was  a  year  ago.  I  was  feeling  tired 
and  decided  to  take  some  time  off  from 
community  work.  After  all,  I'd  worked 
on  three  boards  of  directors  and  several 
subcommittees  for  several  years.  As  well, 
I'd  just  changed  jobs  and  had  a  relation- 
ship of  two  years  break  up.  I  couldn't  get 
enough  sleep,  felt  ill  most  of  the  time, 
and  found  myself  ever  more  susceptible 
to  flu  and  things  worse,  like  viral  pneu- 
monia. I  thought  it  was  just  stress.  I  never 
thought  there  might  be  some  greater 
reason  behind  this  general  malaise. 

Then  to  top  it  off,  that  month  when 
Peter  Evans  died,  I  fell  and  injured  my 
shoulder.  While  examining  me,  the  doc- 
tor noticed  my  lymph  nodes  and  spleen 
were  enlarged.  Three  diagnoses  were  pos- 
sible: AIDS,  Hodgkin's  disease  (a  lymph 
cancer)  or  Persistent  Lymphadenopathy 
Syndrome  (PLS,  an  AIDS-related  illness). 
A  biopsy  of  my  lymph  nodes  was  taken, 
and  it  took  five  and  a  half  weeks  for  PLS 
to  be  confirmed. 

Those  were  the  most  difficult  five  and  a 
half  weeks  of  my  life.  The  fear  was  al- 
most unbearable.  If  I  was  alone  very 
long,  I'd  start  to  cry.  When  I  told  my 
friends,  they  were  sympathetic,  but  what 
could  they  really  do?  And  they  were 
afraid,  too.  I  don't  believe  any  of  them 
consciously  chose  to  "abandon"  me  but 
there  was  a  gradual  distancing,  to  which  I 
reacted  by  withdrawing  myself.  I  was  giv- 
ing up,  letting  the  fear  of  imminent  and 
painful  death  overwhelm  me. 

But  even  before  the  diagnosis  was  con- 
firmed, I  looked  at  myself  in  the  mirror 
one  day  and  said,  "Peter  Evans  managed 
to  turn  his  illness  into  an  opportunity  for 
talking  about  courage  and  hope.  He 
didn't  waste  whatever  time  he  had  on 
self-pity.  I  want  to  follow  his  example." 

I  began  to  reconstruct  my  life.  My  doc- 
tor helped  me  overcome  the  depression, 
and  friends  who  sought  me  out  helped  mc 
recover  my  self-esteem.  I  reoriented  my 
lifestyle,  taking  a  less  stressful  job.  I  knew 
three  things  about  PLS  —  that  it  could 


develop  into  AIDS,  or  go  away,  or  stay 
the  same  —  but  I  decided  the  healthiest 
response  was  optimism.  Fear  had  sapped 
my  energy  at  first,  but  it  got  my  adrenalin 
pumping,  too,  and  that  made  me  realize  I 
had  to  do  something,  to  get  out  of 
myself. 

Last  November  I  saw  an  ad  in  The 
Body  Politic  for  the  University  of  Toron- 
to Epidemiology  Study  on  AIDS/ PLS, 
and  I  knew  I'd  found  the  thing  I  wanted 
to  participate  in. 

At  first  I  had  visions  of  being  dissected 
alive,  or  even  worse  of  being  treated  as  a 
"subject"  rather  than  a  human  being. 
But  Ken  Johnson,  the  study  physician, 
changed  that.  He  is  one  of  the  warmest, 
most  understanding  people  I've  ever  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting.  He  has  the  knack 
for  explaining  things  in  human  terms  and 
he,  along  with  all  the  others  involved  in 
the  project,  offers  the  respect  participants 
are  due.  I  am  convinced  every  worker  at 
the  study  is  there  because  they  are  genu- 
inely interested  in  people,  not  merely 
because  this  is  a  job,  or  an  "interesting 
experiment." 

Since  the  study  concerns  transmission 
and  development  of  PLS  and  AIDS,  I  was 
asked  to  seek  my  past  sexual  partners  and 
ask  them  to  participate  in  the  project.  Ac- 
cording to  the  study's  ethics,  I  couldn't 


supply  a  list;  I  had  to  get  in  touch  person- 
ally. It  was  a  little  scary  having  to  face 
someone  and  tell  him  I  had  an  AIDS-re- 
lated condition  I  might  have  given  him  — 
or  he  might  have  given  me.  What  if  they 
hated  me  for  telling  them  the  bad  news? 
But  again  I  thought  of  Peter  Evans  and 
the  power  of  his  openness. 

You  know  something?  Everyone  I 
called  and  asked  to  participate  in  the 
study  has  thanked  me  —  for  respecting 
them  and  caring  enough  to  talk  to  them.  I 
realize  that  if  I've  cared  about  special 
friends  enough  to  be  intimate  with  them, 
then  I've  accepted  a  certain  responsibility 
for  them  as  well,  and  they  for  me.  That's 
a  bond  of  trust.  It  was  like  coming  out. 
To  say  "I'm  gay"  is  to  expect  rejection  or 
derision  or  isolation,  but  just  the  reverse 
often  happens.  Friendships  deepen,  based 
on  sharing  and  trust.  Each  time  I  talk  to 
friends  about  my  having  PLS,  something 
strengthens.  I  feel  better  knowing  that 
people  I  care  about  still  care,  still  share. 

By  coming  out,  by  being  visible  as 
homosexuals,  we  reduce  the  ignorance 
and  fear  of  the  straight  world.  We're  no 
longer  the  "unknown,"  objects  of  mis- 
trust or  rejection. 

We  must  apply  that  reasoning  to  our- 
selves. We  have  to  talk  to  one  another.  If 
we  have  PLS  or,  for  that  matter,  AIDS, 


let's  do  something  about  it!  Let's  talk  — 
out  of  love,  out  of  respect,  out  of  trust. 
It's  been  known  since  the  appearance  of 
AIDS  in  1981  that  perhaps  one  quarter  of 
the  sexually  active  gay  male  population 
could  develop  PLS  and  that  one  fifth  of 
these  people  could  go  on  to  develop 
AIDS.  That  means  an  awful  lot  of  our 
friends  are  likely  to  develop  at  least  PLS, 
and  also,  realistically,  that  we've  all  prob- 
ably had  second-  or  third-hand  contact 
with  AIDS  or  PLS. 

The  University  of  Toronto  Epidemio- 
logy Study,  committed  to  finding  out  ans- 
wers of  direct  importance  to  the  preven- 
tion, treatment  and  cure  of  AIDS,  de- 
pends on  us,  on  our  willingness  to  share 
information.  Its  approach  is  totally 
unique,  and  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  most 
important  projects  underway  in  the  world 
today.  We  have  to  be  willing  to 
participate. 

Can  we  talk?  You  bet  your  life  we  can! 

Love, 
John  BodisE] 


John  Bodis  invites  you  to  sit  down  and 
talk  with  him  and  a  doctor  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Epidemiology  Study  at 
the  519  Church  St  Community  Centre  on 
January  22,  24,  30  or  February  1  between 
7  and  10pm.  For  more  information,  call 
the  Study  at  (416)  595-4940,  or  the  A  IDS 
Committee  of  Toronto  at  (416)  926-1626. 

Since  1975,  John  Bodis 's  involvement 
in  gay  community  affairs  has  included 
serving  on  the  boards  of  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  in  Toronto  and  Ed- 
monton, of  Gay  Equality  Mississauga, 
and  on  the  executive  of  the  Right  to  Pri- 
vacy Committee,  among  others.  He  also 
helped  organize  the  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario 's  Committee  to  Stop 
Anita  Bryant. 

John  has  had  two  long-term  relation- 
ships since  he  came  out  in  1974;  his  cur- 
rent favourite  companion  is  his  bull  ter- 
rier, Mandy. 


JOHN  BODIS  &  MANDY:  "EACH  TIME  I  TALK  TO  FRIENDS  ABOUT  MY  HAVING  PLS,  SOMETHING  STRENGTHENS" 
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